
Northeastern Region NMRA
Annual Meeting of the Members

Sunday, October 8, 2023
Long Island Marriott Hotel / Uniondale, NY

 
1. President Ed O’Rourke called the meeting to order at  9:12 AM. 

The attendance sheet is included in these minutes as Attachment (1). A total of 26 NMRA 
members were in attendance, including NMRA President Gordy Robinson.  A quorum 
being present, the meeting could proceed. 

2. President O’Rourke called for the standard reports.
A. Secretary’s Report

Minutes from Sept. 18, 2022, annual meeting approved. Dennis DeAngelis moved, Bill
Barry seconded. Carried.

B. Treasurer’s Report
i. Treasurer Gerry Covino submitted a report included with these minutes as 

Attachment (2).  
ii. Treasurer Covino said the Region is in good financial shape and within the Region’s 

budget and on track.  Moved for acceptance by Steve Perry; seconded by Dennis 
DeAngelis. Carried.

iii. Audit Committee met, chaired by Bill Barry, with John Doehring and Tom Oxnard. 
The report said – in summary - the financial statements present fairly the 
financial position of the Northeastern Region of the NMRA as of June 30, 2023. 
Full Audit Committee Report as Attachment (3).

C. Convention Committee Report
i. Convention Committee Chair David Insley reported next conventions are in 

Lakeshores Division in Rochester NY in 2024; and Seacoast Division in Concord 
NH scheduled for 2025. 

ii. NERx online virtual convention scheduled for March 18-21, 2024. Chair Insley noted
need for layout tour videos and video clinics. Those interested in submitting such
material can email info@nerx.org.

D. Achievement Program Report
The AP awards announced by AP Chair Bill Brown at the convention are included 
with these minutes as Attachment (4). Also in Attachment (4) are the Region awards.
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E.  Webmaster’s report
i. President O’Rourke said Rick Mazzoli has agreed to be assistant Webmaster to Jim 

Seroskoe. 
 

F. Membership
President  O’Rourke said new members will get emails from him welcoming them to 
the NER and NMRA, and giving information on making contact with local divisions.

G. Area Directors Reports
i. Eastern Director Erich Whitney gave update that NMRA HQ team is “working diligently” on 

improving region and division roster distribution system that he hopes will more easily 
allow members to be in divisions other than in which they live. He said this is a “work in 
progress.” Erich’s original concern about NMRA updating its roster distribution was in 
7/9/23 BOD minutes.

ii. Western Director Ed Olszewski encouraged every division to get 501 (c)(3) status from IRS. 
He pointed to advantages, including applying for grants such as from the Amherst 
Model Railroad Association.

H. Model Contest Chair Report
i. Attachment (5) provides the Cannonball Express Contest Report reflects the awards 

presented at the Awards Breakfast and included here for the record. 
ii. Contest Chair Ken May was unable to attend the convention, so President O’Rourke

handled the contest room in Ken’s absense.
iii. President O’Rourke said Ken wishes to step back from being Chair. He said the 

Region is seeking someone to take over this job who is well organized and has 
good computer skills.

I. Photo Contest Chair Report
Attachment (6) provides the Cannonball Express Photo Contest Report. This report 
from NER Convention Photo Contest Chair Mike Tylick was presented at the Awards 
Breakfast and is included here for the record. 

3. President’s Report
A. President O’Rourke had noted that his full report to the NER was made a week 

earlier at the regular BOD meeting. It is included in the 10/1/23 BOD minutes.
B. Amherst Railroad Hobby Show

i. President O’Rourke noted that NMRA booth at Amherst show in January will have a 
smaller NER presence than last year, which was too crowded. He said Dave Insley
is coordinating the booth’s needs for member participation so that interested 
public can learn about NMRA membership without distraction from too many 
people in the booth area.  

ii. President O’Rourke said there will be a separate place at the show for NER 
members to hang out.

C. Proposal to host 2029 National Convention
i.  NER Lakeshores, CNY, and NFR Western NY divisions discussing proposal to host 

2029 National NMRA convention in Rochester.
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D. NER Elections
 i. President O’Rourke noted NER election coming up in 2024. He said it should be “an 

election rather than an anointing.” Deadline for nominations is in March; voting 
is in April.

4. Open Discussion
President O’Rourke opened the floor to any other comments or questions.

5. President O’Rourke called for adjournment at 9:44 AM.
Motion to adjourn made by Bill Brown, and seconded by Dennis DeAngelis. Carried.

Respectfully submitted,

NER Secretary
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ATTACHMENT (1)
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ATTACHMENT (2)
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ATTACHMENT (3)
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ATTACHMENT (4)

ANNUAL REGION AWARDS--2023

MASTER MODEL RAILROADER
James Fairbanks Lakeshores
Jeff Hanke Nutmeg
George Landow Little Rhody
James Whatley Eastern Canada
Phil Monat Sunrise Trail

AP CERTIFICATES Presented by NER AP Chair Bill Brown
Totals By Division:  33 certificates--- E. Canada-8, Lakeshores-6, Little Rhody-5, Sunrise Trail-4, Nutmeg-4,
Seacoast-3, HUB-1, Garden State-1, Hudson-Berkshire-1.
Totals By Category:  MMR-5, Golden Spike-4, Motive Power-3, Master Bldr Cars-3, Master Bldr Struct-2,
Master Bldr Scenery-4, Prototype Mod-0, Civil Eng-0, Electrical Eng-4, Chief Disp-1, Association Official-0,
Volunteer-5, Author-2.  

Presented at Awards Breakfast:
Dennis DeAngelis Electrical Engineer Sunrise Trail
David Durr Motive Power Lakeshores
Heath Hurwitz Electrical Engineer Sunrise Trail

Other certificates presented during past year:
Joe Brodbine Dispatcher HUB
Andrew Castle Motive Power; Cars Eastern Canada
Bob Dennis Scenery Garden State
Will Everitt Golden Spike Seacoast
James Fairbanks Scenery; Golden Spike; 

Motive Power Lakeshores
Donald Fitzpatrick Cars Eastern Canada
Fergus Francey Volunteer Eastern Canada
Ron Grant Scenery Eastern Canada
Victor Hand Author Seacoast
Jeff Hanke Electrical Nutmeg
Ken Harstine Author Nutmeg
David Kiley Volunteer Little Rhody
George Landow Electrical; Volunteer Little Rhody
Ben Maggi Structures Hudson-Berkshire
Doug Margison Scenery Eastern Canada
Phil Monat Cars Sunrise Trail
Richard Nagle Volunteer Little Rhody
Chris Oliver Golden Spike Seacoast
Ron Pelleter Volunteer Nutmeg
Mike Pyszczek Golden Spike Lakeshores
James Whatley Structures Eastern Canada

8



2023 NER NMRA Annual Meeting

NMRA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
Harold Russell (MMR #14)

NMRA PRESIDENT’S AWARD for DIVISION SERVICE
Harold Russell (MMR #14)

NER PRESIDENT’S AWARDS
Art Fahie Bar Mills Models
Irwin Nathanson Hudson-Berkshire
Justin Maguire Little Rhody

SPATE AWARD    Presented by VP Dave Insley
Joann Sweeney Little Rhody
and the late John Sweeney 

KEITH SHONEMAN AWARD   Presented by VP David Insley on behalf of HUB Division
Don Irace Nutmeg
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ATTACHMENT (5)

MODEL CONTEST AWARDS Contest Chair: Ed O’Rourke 
JUDGES: Bob Hamm, Cheryl Insley, Malcolm Houck, Andrew Reynolds, John McHugh, Edward Greason
TOTAL ENTRIES: 18

SCRATCH BUILT

FREIGHT CAR 1st David Durr HO Depressed Center Flat RDG 99047
                                              2nd      James Ehlen                     HO       Maine Central Gondola 1894                                

NON-REVENUE              1st        Mike Bowler                     HO       NYC Rail & Tie car                                                      

STEAM LOCO                   1st        Malcolm       Houck           HO       Dickson 2-8-0 Double Cab #177                           

DIESEL/OTHER                 1  st        David Durr                        HO       GE 25 tonner USA Std. Gauge                               

STRUCTURE 1st Andreas Werder N Third Avenue Bridge
2nd Bruce Robinson HO Fisher Covered Bridge

                                            3rd       Richard Newmiller         HO       Colgate Mfg. Plant                                                     

KIT BUILT
DISPLAY                              1  st        Bill Brown                           HO       Mr. Rooter’s                                                                    
STRUCTURE 1st Jerome McDonald HO RC&N Icing Dock

2nd Andy Reynolds HO Clonts Automotive Service

SPECIAL AWARDS
Sunrise Trail New Modeler David Durr GE 25 Ton loco
Lakeshores Division Harold Russell Award Andreas Werder Third Ave. Bridge

 (Harold, who will be 92, is MMR #14.)  
HUB Division Award (for 2nd highest score) Andreas Werder Third Ave. Bridge
Baldwin Award (for best in show) Mal Houck 2-8-0 #177

PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARDS   
None presented
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ATTACHMENT (6)

PHOTO CONTEST “CELEBRATION of IMAGES” AWARDS
Presented by Photo Contest Chair Mike Tylick
JUDGES:  Malcolm Houck, Andy Reynolds, Ed Koehler

BLACK & WHITE
PROTOTYPE 1st Ed Koehler

2nd  Ed Koehler

COLOR
PROTOTYPE 1st Kevin Katta

2nd Blaise Vece

MODEL 1st Malcolm Houck
2nd Malcolm Houck
3rd Malcolm Houck
HM Blaise Vece

BEST IN SHOW Ed Koehler

PEOPLE’S CHOICE   
None presented
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