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I was developing ideas for my second pair of HO scale modules that were to have a backwoods logging theme. Sev-

eral other structures were in the works, and I wanted to include a sawmill. My first pair of modules already had a Key-

stone Danby mill, and I didn't want to duplicate it. A friend happened to show me some photos of a prototype sawmill in 

our province that had suffered a steam boiler explosion in 1913. Once I saw these photos, I knew the mill was the project 

I was looking for!  

There weren't any views of the ends of the mill, so I had to imagineer them. I started by drawing plans to scale of 

the walls, using the photos as a reference. With wax paper over my plans, I scratchbuilt each wall board by board. Be-

fore this I had stained a lot of stripwood in varying shades of gray, using India ink in rubbing alcohol. Where there was 

damage caused by the explosion, I added broken and shattered boards.  

The basic damaged structure wasn't too difficult to complete, just time consuming. A lot of the detailing I did is 

difficult to see. Photos showed one of the two boilers peeled open from the explosion, so I added rivet impressions to 

some thin styrene to duplicate this. The same process was used to make the fallen smoke stack. In the upper right section 

of the second floor, I added sawmill details from a Woodland Scenics kit. Next to and around the boilers were hundreds 

of bricks that were a part of the boiler firebox. I cut hundreds of scale bricks from strip styrene and glued them into suit-

able piles. They were then spray painted and weathered in place.  

The damaged front as shown in the photo was done board by board, adding it as best I could to duplicate the pro-

totype. Clear styrene was cut into small pieces to simulate broken glass on the left roof area. Everything was glued to a 

piece of wood paneling, with real sifted dirt for ground cover.  

The diorama was later incorporated into my modules, with additional detailing around the grounds.  


