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Are we coming or going?

Welcome to YOUR new COUPLER.

The issues of this magazine are now
being edited by a threesome--Eill Lorence,
Harry Wagner, and myself--in the hopes of
bringing you a more rounded view of model
railrvading.

However, 1 feel it is important for
you to know that the three of us don't
plan to write this magazine. We are
merely acting as "creative mechanics,"
working mostly with materials supplied
to us by our regular contributing editors
and by people like yourself--people with
ideas, interests and experiences which
you would like to share with others in
your hobby.

The COUPLER is YOUR vehicle of ex-
pression. Use it as you would a letter
to a friend; sharing with others brings
you closer to what a hobby is all about.

The staff here hopes to make the
COUPLER worthy of your time to read it,
and naturally, as enjoyable and informa-
tive as possible. But most of all, we
want you to feel it is worthy of your
contributions towards its content.

The format has been changed just a
little to make the COUPLER more attrac-
tive, but we want the main attraction to
be YOU.

Send along your thoughts whenever
you can; we'd really like to hear from
you! C
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May I take this occasion to express my thanks
to each of you who has offered help and enc-
ouragement as I have been planning the upcoming
Region program. To those who have volunteered
to work and have not been called as yet, don't
give up.

Remember, too, that Region Board meetings are
not closed. Anyone who has a sincere interest
in the work of the Region, who would like to
become involved, is welcome. Because of the
necessity of securing adequate-sized facilities,
let the secretary or your area representative
know that you'd like to attend. The winter
Board meeting will be in the Hartford area in
January--with the date not yet final.

There is still a need for a local area man (be
it Mr. or Ms.) for each of these three posi-
tions: .
1. The COUPLER will be carrying news
of model railroad events, club news, business
meets, and any other happenings of note within
the Region. A local COUPLER staff "Reporter"
who can attend most of the meets in his area
is needed and those interested should contact
Harry Wagner (see Station Stops).

2. A local Achievement Program repre-
sentative is needed who can supply forms,
give advice, and arrange for visits to pikes
by model rails qualified to approve the mod-
eler's work for the various awards.

3. In promotion of Region membership,
a local follow-up is needed. Charlie and Pat
Bettinger are doing a thorough job in the area
of renewals and initial contacts to new NMRA
members. As a further step, a local telephone
call can do much in offering Region (and Divi-
sion) services, and should help persuade the
few remaining to join the Region.

A1l the Region offficers are committed to a
program tailored to the needs of you, the
membters. We can do much more than hold two
conventions a year and publish a paper, and
vour ideas are earnesly solicited. Do call
or write.

CrA P M

Last month, a fellow model railroader

passed on. Albert W. (Limey) Lalime of
Swampscott, Massachusetts was an active
member of Hub Division, in which he held
office, and of the Region as well. Many
of us enjoyed visits to his B & M Rail-
road.

L9

dolences to his wife, Rita.
miss him.

May we extend our sincerest con-
We will all

_g=0

TIMETABLE

January 13 (Saturday): Joint Meet of the Hut
Division and the Boston & Maine Historical
Society. Information--William Parker, 65
Coweeset Drive, Brockton, Massachusetts.

January 14 (Sunday): Sunrise Trail Divi-
sion general Meet at 1:00 p.m. in Synagogue
at 24 Arlington Ave, Brooklyn, N.Y. Car-
building PARTICIPATION Clinic by Norm
Briskman {pre-registration}, contests,
tape-slids clinies, refreshments & more!
Information-~Jack MacIntosh, 150 Kildare
Rd., Garden City, N.Y. (516-PI 6-6288).

March 23, 24 (Friday & Saturday): Hub

Division Little Convention, Hotel Bryant,
Brockton, Massachusetts. Many events
starting Friday evening and concluding with
fine Saturday Evening Banquet. Information--
William Parker, 65 Coweeset Drive, Brockton,
Mass. 02401

March 31 (Saturday): 7th Annual Iron Horse
Meet by Sunrise Trail Division at the
Episcopal Cathedral House, Garden City.
All-day affair including layout tours,
clinics and Fun-ny contests. Banquet-buffet
with pre-registration. Information--Jack
MacIntosh, 150 Kildare Rd., Garden City.
April 6, 7, 8 (Friday, Saturday, Sunday):
Mideastern Region - NMRA Spring Convention,
Hotel Roanoke, Roanoke, Virginia.

April 14 (Saturday): Garden State Division
Meet. A Saturday Afternoon Visit to The
Model Railroad Club of New Jersey. A tour
of its new building and facilities. Infor-
mation--Pete Hugger, 812 Prospect St.,
Westfield, N.J. 07090 (201-232-8407).

May 18, 19, 20 (Friday, Saturday, Sunday):
NER-NMRA Spring Convention, Hotel Stone-
haven, Springfield, Massachusetts. Clinics,
Displays, White Elephant Sale, Banquet, Fan
Trip (VlSlt the Pioneer Valley Live Steamers)
Information--Ralph Higgins, 24 Powerridge Rd.
Enfield, Connecticut.

June 9 (Saturday): Gardsn State Division
Little Convention, Asbury Park, New Jersey.
Information--Pete Hugger, 812 Prospect St.,
Westfield, N.J. (201-232-8407).

June 16 (Saturday): Edaville Railroad, S.
Carver, Massachusetts. Rail Fans Day spon-
sored by the Bemis St. Rwy. Information--
Skip Clark, 21 Endicott St., Newton Highlands,

Massachusetts 02161.
hugust 15-19 (Wednesday thru Sunday): NMRA
Nationmal Convention, Atlanta, Georga. Infor-

Murray, 1295 Cross Keys Drive,
30319.

mation--D. M.
N.E. #8, Atlanta, Ga.
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The Erie-Lackawanna Roseville Avenue inter-
locking plant in Newark is just one of the
many interesting and unusual prototype
scenes in the Metropolitan-New York area.
To old-time Lackawanna buffs, Roseville is
known also as either 8th Street or Newark
Junction; the name is of minor consequence.
The main thing is what this particular pro-
totype has to offer the modeler.

Lackawanna engineers redesigned the Rose-
ville complex shortly after the turn of the
century, depressing all but a few important
"street-level" facilities en masse. Over-
head electrification came in the '20s and
'30s.

The original westbound main line from Hobo-
ken was chartered on January 29, 1835 by the
Morris & Essex Railroad. Service between Ho-
boken and Hackettstown became a reality in
January 185L4; through service to Phillips-
burgh came about twelve years later. The
Montclair "branch" was originally chartered
on March 26, 1852 as the Newark & Bloomfield
Railroad, and service began July 1, 1856.

The single-track main line was expanded to
dual trackage shortly after, under terms of
the M & E's 99-year lease of N & B facilities.

Track #1 is operated bi-directionally; in the
evening rush-hour, for example, trains will
alternate 3/3-3/1-3/Montclair. Occasional
"mixes" may occur, as trains are often run
on 60-90 second headway. Given the right
circumstances, the Roseville operators can

be right-busy men!

The Montclair line is double-tracked beyond
the station and can be the cause of addition-
al operator woes. Figure #1 shows the slip-
switches and second "cutoff" track that DL &
W engineers installed as a relief for opera-
tors; the extra trackage, however, worked
better on paper than in practice and was torn
up. The slip-switches saved space, but like
the model ones, tended to split and cause de-
railments.

A further note on switches and Roseville
Averme: Many articles have been written on
pneumatic switch machines; Roseville is one
of the prototypes! 7You can feel and hear the
switches go into position and, if a stone
should ham the points, they'll not go into

View West on Montclair Line.
backs down Fifth Avenue spur to pump station and
pumps up air.

TO HOBOKEN —

If air is lest, loco

the lock position until a Roseville operator
clears them by hand. Something akin to opera-
tions on Ivon Preble's layout when ballast
comes loose.

Swap Listing

It was discussed and approved at the recent
BOD meeting that a regular "Swap Listings"
column would be started this issue with
listings free to members of NER.

If you have locomotives, cars, kits or any
other usable railroad items which you would
like to sell or swap, list them and send the
data to the editor. Limit on listings is

30 words.

SWITCH KEYS: Collectors might run into some
new pieces by contacting E. F. Adkins, Jr.,
1309 3rd Street West, Kalispell, MT 59901.
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
by Don Robinson, MMR

Twenty new Achievement Certificates have been
approved since our last report:

MASTER BUILDER-CARS

Robert A. Van Cleefe H. Wm. Brundage
Ira D. Rothberg

MODEL RATLROAD ENGINEER-CIVIL

Frank L. McKenna John W. Nelsen

MODEL RATTLROAD ENGINEER-ELECTRICAL

Frank L. McKenna John W. Nelsen
Ira D. Rothberg

CHTIEF DISPATCHER

Robert A. Van Cleefe John W. Nelsen
Ira D. Rothberg

ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEER

Jane E., Towle

Wm. E. Jordan, Jr.
David M. Newcomb
Frank W. Murray

Lorraine llelsen
Wm., P. MacIver
John A. MacIntosh
Marilyn Lorence

MODEL RATLROAD AUTHOR

David M. Newcomb

With a note of encouragement, we would call
to the attention of anyone who may be hesi-
tant to try qualifying for an AP certificate,
that help may be just around the corner. As
I mentioned back in the October and July is-
sues last year, each and every person apply-
ing for an Achievement Certificate has, in
signing his S50Q, agreed "...to assist other
members in the subject matter of this certi-
ficate whenever possible.”

One shouldn't, of course, take an unfair ad-
vantage of this pledge by using up too much
of the other guy's time or getting him to do
most of the work. Rather, you should feel
free to call upon him for advice and a small
amount of assistance.

We are pleased to report that the Master
Model Railroader applications of two NER
members have been approved: George Konrad
and Bill Lorence are joining the group as
numbers 4L and 45 respectively. Congratu-
lations are hereby extended to them.

As we now have several other members approach-
ing qualification for Master Model Railroader,
T should like to call attention to the fact
that of the seven prerequisite certificates,
there must be at least one in EACH of the four
achievement categories: Railroad Equipment

(1 & 2), Railroad Setting (3 & 4), Railroad
Construction and Operation (5, 6, & 7), and
Service to the Hobby and to NMRA (8, 9, & 10).
Holding consecutive certificates 1-7, 3-9 or
L-10 still would NOT qualify a member for

MMR. So, if you are working toward MMR,
PIEASE be sure that you meet this additional
requirement.

If you're looking for some help or for some-
one to help, drop me a line. The address is:
154 Ipswich Street, North Billerica, Mass.
01862. You can get all the necessary AP

applications and information from this address,

too!
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"And the Bishop said, 'Let there
be a new Division'; and there was
a new Division."

A provisional charter has been approved by
the Board of Directors for the Empire Divi-
sion. Thus the efforts of Bill Brundage and
several other NER members from the Central
New York area bring NER up to a total of
eleven Divisions.

Superintendent. . . . . .Bill Brundage
Ass't. Super. . . . . . .Ken Oakley
Secretary . . . . . . . .John Debski
Treasurer & Director. . .J. Schwank
Director. . . + « « « . «W. Albert Rill

The new Division encompasses the area within
NER between Alouette Division to the North,
Niagara Frontier Region to the West, Hudson-
Berkshire Division to the East, and Hudson
Valley and Garden State Divisions to the
South.

All interested NER members residing within
the new Empire Division should contact John
Debski at 4 Clymer Street, Auburn, New York
for information.
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I've moved out of the GSD

NER members.

One consolation however
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nto a non-division area and miss getting together with other gauntleted track. This saves space and,

is that in December 1970 I found myself the proud possessor I hope, will prevent derailments in a
at a tempting opportunity to rush into building an unsatis- hard-to-reach area. Provisions are made
empt, this time I spent 5 months designing the layout before for helper service at Danagger, although !
this time I will be satisfied: the difference is that I the toughest grades are only 2.2%. This

division controls the loop and circle
routes and also the mine-powerhouse run

ist my requirements for a "dream" layout: 1) a mountain divi- since it is basically less complicated
taking scenery; 2) an industrial division with complicated than the industrial division.

long mainline runs, a good portion being double track; 4) in-
bridges; 5) major industries requiring unitized service; and The main attraction of the lay
ge yard. Further, a major portion of the trackage should be out will be the river area. It will be
uous--sometimes I like to run trains in a circle. This spanned by a 400" Whipple truss (fore-

ground) and a small Scherzer rolling
1ift bridge (middle). The track at the
back of the river was a difficult prob-
lem--the height is improper for either
over or under the river. However, it
will be hidden by a lock and falls ar-
rangement modelled after one on the New
York State Barge Canal.

s, of course, like everyone's pipe dream, but I'm doing my

. to make it a reality in the space available. At the time of
s writing, the layout is a year old with about 150 feet of
ack laid.

Referring to the track plan, you can see that the
layout can be run as a point to loop (with destinations ter-
minated under the yard--incompletely planned as yet), as a
loop to loop (there are actually 3 loops), or as a circle.
Elevation is from -2" to +11" of the bench-work height,
which is 48". The mountain division consists of eight

blocks, six of which are already wired and operational.
: The interesting features include a giant "diorama"
visible only from the upper right-hand corner. A
backdrop splits this section off from the rest of
the layout. The scene to be simulated will be
a mountain face with scenery running down to
the floor. The bridges (deck plate trestle

The industrial division fea-
tures complicated and crowded switching
near the river. Double track is pro-
vided in this area to act as passing
tracks. The station at Taggart was de-
liberately mads single track however, to
provide scheduling problems for time-
table operation. To reach the yard, the
main climbs a steady 2% grade beginning

AR TR R R R R i

]
El and stone arch) cross a 120 foot deep gorge. at the powerhouse spur. It passes be-
I‘ The major industry of the mountain division hind a city backdrop, providing another
o i ! is the coal mine. A wood trestle crosses diorama area at Rio Norte.
B2 !: the mine lead to obscure the view of any-
S one trying to look down the track to see The total concept of the lay-
\‘ 1 where the cars are disappearing. The out yields, I believe, an uncluttered
1 tracks actually run under the loading effect (except where wanted) with very
:! chutes and on into the mountain. . Hidden cluttered trackage. There is plenty of
,: tracks connect "backdoor" to the powerhouse operation with 3 loops, 4 passing tracks,
7t so that loads and empties always travel in 15 blocks, and more than 20 sidings, but
¢tV the proper direction. What appears to be long mainline runs are retained. The
,’,:l single track under the river is actually scenery, of course, will have a lot to
-,
.:;,f’/
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NOT TO SCALE

' i SN/ ? : ey

L

N

\
0

—
i~
&.

1]
g

:u:
(
™

)
l: | ! !
> | |
b | | : |
v ]E [Ell 5} I@
| | | | !
| ‘ ! '
| | I il | [
| 1 1 ' E | i
i — +io — I -
__.-i-""_h""--._ 1] +8 '1_ . Y ] . Y
- 4
¢ e : ' — 4
+4 — 1 ! —_—
+2 -“m_‘\ e 1 I!/
o "“\..x x"\u..
-2 % ~— X—




er

coup

h e

do with the realization of the concept.

Work proceeds slowly but steadily,
particularly slowly. I'm trying to create my
dream pike, so pretty good isn't good enough.
For example, the trackwork has supereleva-
tion and easements. Ties are ripped from
1" x 2"s to get smaller size ties than are
commercially available. All switches are
built in place so that the track does not
have to conform to the switches. At present,
scenicking of part of the mountain face is a-
bout to begin.

R T T R TR TN

FUN CITY L.S.A, --

Our Fall Convention

Railroads are fun to look at, fun to ride,
and, of course, great fun to model.
hardly the ideal mode of transportation when it
comes to traveling to an NER convention, or so
some of us learned the hard way at our past
convention in New York City. (Driving and
parking is ridiculous altogether in N.Y.C.)

The price of a round-trip ticket didn't
seem to cover the amount of room (and number
of arms) needed to carry one's spscial conven-
tion gear, as well as those priceless, award-
seeking models.

So, many of you felt, you'd lsave your
models at home and let someone else win this
fall's "Best Piggy-Back Outboard 3-4-3 Con-
test." Heaven forbid you should leave at home
your engineer's coveralls or your patch-en-
crusted cap--and my God!--your camera equip-
ment--never!

But when you arrived, you found everyone
else had had the same idea, and there were
only faces, places and costumes to "shoot."
A1l the models were back home!

So we learn.

However, the New York Convention was not
that much of a loss at all. We all had fun,
and that's what really counts. We all looked
forward to seeing the people we only see from
one convention to the next and to meeting the
new people whom we'd met recently just through
the mail. T don't believe any of us were dis-
appointed.

The fan trip, which went from 34th St. &
6th Ave. to the shops at Coney Island and back
again, with photo stops along the way, proved
to be a real treat. (More of a Hallowe'en
treat for the three committee members and their
group who waited at the wrong station!) Some
of the ladies chose the antique shop and the
theater-goers were delighted with "Sleuth," a
rreally biggg shoow.

PUBLIC, 7 NOTICE !

The Editors of four COUPLER are sponsoring a
special contest at the "Spring in Springfield"
convention, Anyo wishing to enter may do

so, with the assuitgce that all judging will

be according to regulations. Also, appropriate
awards will be made to those qualifying.

Oh, by the way, the contest is for the building

of a rural faci
*Better known as e ol e outhouse, or W.C. for

those a mite more>™refined.
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The clinics were all interesting and ex-
citing with the teriffic participation clinics
being something else again--very well received
and exceptionally well attended.

But they're The banquet Saturday night (if you didn't have

one eating out the night before as well in
some of the night spots around the hotel) was
Tops and served just beautifully. The auction
afterward reflected somewhat our hectic travel-
ing arrangements, but turned out surprisingly
well just the same.

Sunday morning was full schedule again, for
those who stayed to watch the tape-slide clinics
(four hours of them?!) Those who didn't en-
joyed the clear, lovely day, just snooping a-
round the city--and there was much to see.

Just the clearness of the day was a miracle

for New York City! (Jot that date down for
posterity in your Funk and Wagnalls.)

A11 in all, we had much fun, learned a
lot, and went away with a few days of good
cheer and companionship to brighten our lives
for a while. And you can't put a price on
that!

>7.

Each one of us is a mixture of
good qualities and some perhaps not
50 good.

We are after all, only human.

We should refrain from making
harsh judgement of a person just be-
cause he happens to be a dirty,
rotten, no geod, son of a bitch.

SRy -




OVERHEAD

John Muise

19 Leyland Avenue
Haverhill, Massachusetts
01830

The State cf Maine jumped onto
the traction bandwagen rather early in the
history of electric railroading. By 1890,
at least two trolley lines were in operation
"down East." And, if you include the current
doings at Seashore, there have been no major
breaks in "Live-Wire" operation since. A few
inactive days may have come to pass...the
spirit, though, has always been there.

a great deal of variety
in Maine traction. In portland there was a
large city system. Among the equipment op-
erated by the PORTLAND RATLROAD COMPANY was
a series of single-truck Brill cars, circa
1895. PRC #100 and her sister cars were

There was

vestibuled under Maine State law in 1905.
Front platform detail includes the gate,
switchiron and double doors into the car.

P [
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Between Portland and Lewiston,
high-speed electric rail service was the
by-word of the PORTLAND-LEWISTON INTER-
URBAN RATLROAD. The line was unique in
naming its revenue equipment after Tlowers,
as illustrated Wason-built #18...the
"Azalea." As seen in this photo taken at
Deering Junction in 1915, one year after the
P-LIR opened, "Azalea" is in her original
configuration. 1In later years, she and her
sisters had trolley shoes to replace wheels
and semi-automatic couplers in place of the
drawbars originally supplied. (Seashore mem-
bers are now working to restore P-LIR #1k,
the "Narcissus'".)

More leisurely travel was avail-
able on the LEWISTON, AUGUSTA AND WATER-
VILLE STREET RAILWAY, a line famous for its
semi-convertibles with observation platforms.
These 1908 Brill units were basically stan-
dard 13-window semis, with 3 windows and an
operating platform changed over into large
observation platforms. Notice the emergency
controller and brakes used to reverse these
single-end cars. The PSM Brill could be re-
worked into a reasonable HO-scale model of
LA & W's #326 and her sisters.

The ANDROSCOGGIN & KENNEBEC, suc;
cessor to the LA & W, replaced the 320-series

rear platform cars in 1920. A & K #120, re-
presentative of the new equipment, was built
by Wason. Number 120 and her sisters were
45" long and nicely proportioned, much like
many Wason cars...such as the SPRINGFIELD
TERMINAL's combines.

Seashore's first car came from the
BIDDEFORD AND SACO RAILROAD. Number 31 was
§hipped from the Brill Company in 1900. She
is a 36' open with a 12-bench seating arrange-
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ment. Plans of #31 can be found in CERA

BULLETIN #26 and ERHS BULLETIN #19.

Running along Maine's Atlantic
coastline, the PORTSMOUTH, KITTERY & YORK
RAILWAY offered some unusual equipment AND
right-of-way. In 12 miles of track, PK & Y
trolleys crossed more than a mile of trestle-
works. This particular water crossing was at
Kittery Point.

In the western part of Maine, the
NORWAY AND PARIS STREET RAILWAY presented an
unusual contrast to most Maine traction lines.
As on a good number of smaller trolley lines
elsewhere in the U.5., the N & P had an amuse-
ment park located in the center of its main
line. As a further inducement to the public
to ride its cars, the company's management had
a three-piece string ensemtle ride on its open
cars in the summer. WNo doubt the musicians
held forth on #6, shown in her garb of 1897.
These items are even more interesting when you
realize that the N & P was but two miles long!
It was never extended...nor did it have physi-
cal connections with any other rail line!

Quite an assortment of cars ran over
the varied systems. Birneys could be found in
Portland, Biddeford, Bangor and Sanford. Open
cars appeared on most of the city and "subur-
ban" lines, as did both single- and double-
truck closed cars. Perhaps the most unusual
of all of Maine's trolleys were the four-wheel
center-door cars operated by the BANGOR RAIL-
WAY AND ELECTRIC COMFAINY.

BR & EC's #10, shown here at the La-
conia plant ready for shipment to Bangor in
1916, and sister cars #6 and #8 were decidedly
uncommon. The four wheels were arranged in a
floating~axle arrangement. By not having the
axles joined together, it was possible to get
a longer wheelbase and...in theory...a much
better ride. Unfortunately, this arrangement



“1ed to easy derailments and extrewely dirficult

re-railing. By 1920 the cars were obsolete...
they couldn't be converted to one-man opera-
tion...and were sold to an equipment broker.

Bangor was the birthplace of trac-
tion in Maine; on April 29, 1889, the BANGOR
STREET RAILWAY's #12 became the first car to
operate electrically in the Pine Tree State.
Shown here late in '89 with sister car #18,
#12 still exists today!

by Harry J. Wagner

Somebody around here got the bright idea that
we should have a column with reports of happen-
ings from each division in the NER. And I seem
to have been volunteered, elected, seconded,
and installed to slap it all together--where
was I when all this happened? Actually, it
wasn't such a bright idea because we're bor-
rowing it from the PCHE Branch Line.

An excellent photo source for the
traction buff interested in Maine's trolleys
or trolleys in general is Charles Heseltine,
L45 Preble Street, S. Portland, ME. He's
been collecting Maine trolley pix since 1920
and has a library of excellent material. At
last count, his collection numbered more than
2500 different photos and negatives, repre-
senting the more than 50 lines that have op-
erated "Under the Overhead" in Maine. We're

indebted to Charlie for the photos accompany-
ing this article.

It is a good suggestion though, and we would
like to implement it with the next issue of
the COUPLER. It is requested that each divi-
sion appoint a reporter--someone who will see
to it that any model railroading news, any
events, happenings, developments, etc. of in-
terest will be written up and cubmitted to me
by each COUPLER deadline. We are not limiting
this to division-sponsored activities; items
of general hobby interest are also welcome.

We also need a velox of each division's herald
to fit within a 1" x 3" long space, or origi-
nal artwork which we can reduce to size.

With the cooperation of each division, we
should be able to develop an interesting and
informative column about what's happening all
over the Region.

Please send all materials to: Harry J. Wagner,
70-25 €7th Place, Glendale, New York 11227.
Deadlines for the Spring 1973 issue is January
10 and for the Summer issue is April 10.
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