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T§§ica1 Green Woods Model Railroad train
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Earl Greene is a 64 year old
model railroader with a different
slant. His Green Woods Model Rail~ ———— =
road, which was started in 1961,
is located in Liverpool, N.S. off
route 3. He is a retired Canadian §
National Railroad Section Foreman.

His models are scratch built
without the aid of any plans, or
blueprints. During the winter he
builds several pieces of rolling
stock. They are constructed of
wood, tin and home made castings.

The rails are wood, as well
as the ties, all of which is nail«
ed to used railroad ties. The propul-
sion for the trains is supplied by a
gas engine mounted on a flat car.

He has had visitors from all
over the world and would welcome you
if you let him know you are going to S L
stop and see him, His address is P. A train heads into the woods and up
0. Box 985, Liverpool, N.S,. a steep grade

R—— Ty . e

A paft of the mainline as seen from the
turntable and roundhouse

Two of the many locomotives Earl has
constructed over the years




SOOT & CINDERS

by Richard Hanschka
81 Kenwood Drive
Bloomfield, Ct 06002

This month we have four photos,
which we hope you will find interesting.
The period covered 1s from 1867 to 1928,
In describing them, we will do s0 in a
chronological order.

L

-

Caboose #101 posed for its picture
at Portland, Maine, in 1867. At 113&31:}I
we think it is a caboose! The "cupola'
is extremely crude - merely a light
wooden frame mounted on a boxcar body.
It would appear that the side windows
are made to slide horizontally. By tra-
cing lines = imaginary lines - along the
outslde dimenslions of the body, it would
appear that the "cupola" is located at
the rear, and to one side, of the body.
There 1s no brake wheel showlng anywhere
in the picture, and from the shallowness
of the roof, 1f the car had one mounted
outside, 1t would show. My guess 1is

that the wheel 1s inside the body. If
anyone has more information on this car,
drop us a line.

SO

Portland & Rochester Boxcar #78 had
its picture taken in 1870, at Portland.
Features included the very latest link
and pin couplers; modern woodbeam trucks
With cast iron pedestale; no airbrakes
for sudden stops; and a clean under-sur-
face - no trussrods, turnbuckles or king
pins. Does anyone have the tonnage
rating on a car of this type - I'd guess
about 20 tone, based on the light con=-
struction of the body. Doesn't look
like there is more than a 6-inch sill.
Note the similarity between #78, and
#101, above.

These pictures came from the col-
lection of Mr. Charles Heseltine, South
Portland, Maine, (UNDER THE OVERHEAD
readers: Mr, Heseltine has = great col-
lection of vhotos of most - probably all
of the Maine electric lines. If you are

looking for a photo of a Maine car, the
odds are that Mr. Heseltine has it!)
The negatives are now the property of
R. Hanschka.

Almost 50 years after #78 was re-
corded for posterity, Baltimore & Ohlo
0-6-0T #316 came under the eye of the

camera. The year was 1916, and the
place was New York City. The switcher
was used in city streets, and was "dis-
guised", supposedly, to fool any horses
that might come along. Other rallroads
have done the same thing to Shays and
Climaxes, to disgulse them. Hard to
beleive that horses are that dumb!

The last picture this month 13 of
Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn #12, taken
at Lynn, in June of 1928, This 2-4-4T
was a typlcal type used in the late
1800's to provide commuter train power.

The Forney engine could be run in elther
direction, which 1s an important asset
in getting into a terminal, and back

out fast. The early New York elevated
lines used Forneys, until electrifica-
tion. Iarger engines - 4-6-4T's - were
used by Jersey Central, and Boston & Al-
bany. Saw a plan in Craftsman a while
back, for the Jersey Central engine.

ind now a brlef commercial from Mr.
Hanschka. Our club has declded tc
print photos - 1like these - and use the
proceeds for the building fund of our
local church - the Wintonbury Baptist
Church. We have lists of most ER's in
the US and Canada,

"Please enclose 25¢ for each list
requested. This will be refunded on or-
ders of §2.00 or more from any indivi-

dual list. Prices are as follows, for
black & white photos.
Frint Size Price
4 x $.35
5x 8 .65
8 x 10 1.00

plus 25¢ postage on all orders under
§5.00. All orders over $5.00 are post-
paid. Please make all checks payable
to Wintonbury Baptist Church.

"fe have some color negatives -
prices will be forwarded on request.
Museusm or groups ordering several
coples of the same print will get a
special rate.

"The address for the lists is:

Richard Hanschka
81 Kenwood Drive
Bloomfield, Ct 06002"

LINE UP

NATIONAL

August 20-23, 1970 MNMRA Convention in
St. Louis, MO. Write to Joe Bothman,
1300 West Adams Ave, Kirkwood, MO, 63122

REGIONAL, .

October 9-11; 1970 NER Fall Convention
will be in Binghamton, New York, along
with the NFR and MER. This Tri-Region
Convention will be very interesting. De-
tails may be obtained from Forbes F.
Hauptman at 44 Hilltop Drive in West
Hartford, Conn, 06107

DIVISIONAL

September 20, 1970 will see the GSD have
its Annual confrontation with the ants at
Alaire State Park in New Jersey.

Editors Notice: All groups that wish to
have a mention in the LINE UP should
send the information to the Coupler Ed-
itor, 20 Reo Road, W. Peabody, MaA, 01960.

Q) no. 2-89 | 3
ATTENTION:

Commencing with the model contest
at North Conway during the Spring Con-
vention, a trophy, as shown in the photo-
graph below, will be awarded to the first
prize winner in each category. The seven
categories are as follows:
Motive Power-Steam
Motive Power-Other
Freight Cars
Passenger Cars
Maintenance of Way
Structures
Dioramas
Here is an excellent opportunity to
show others what you can do and receive
a beautiful trophy for your efforts.
Anyone wishing more information please
contact your Model Contest Chairman,

G, 7;;.&- Model Contest Chairman

Who is BILL AEBERLI?

by George Konrad

Mr. Bill Aeberli, a professional
artist, is a New Yorker, however he
spends a lot of his spare time on the
Northshore of Massachusetts, a fortunate
thing for us. It was his drawings of
the Rowley, Mass, Station which first
appeared in Northshore 70 that gave the
Coupler Staff the inspiration to present
the plans and construction article about
the station which is located on pages 6-
9 and 11. The two drawings and the poem
on page 5 are by Mr. Aeberli, and will
introduce you to the Rowley Station, and
if after reading the poem and viewing
the drawings you aren't moved into want-
ing to model the Rowley Station, then
there just isn't any romance in your
soul.

Mr. Aeberli is a model builder
himself, sorry landlubbers, not of
trains but Gloucester Fishing Schooners.
He became acquainted with things of a
railroad nature when as a boy he spent
his spare time on the Pennsy Eastern Diwv-
ision, making friends with the train
crews and getting rides on the locos and
czabooses, things we can only dream about
today.

The Coupler Staff and myself on be
half of the Northeast Region wish to
thank Mr. Aeberli for his kind permiss
ion to use his work. I personally feel
we are more than fortunate to be able to
have his fine drawings and poem grace
our Regional publieation. G. K.



UNDE |HE OVEoZHEAD

by John Muise
19 Leyland Avenue
Haverhill, Mass 01830

We would like this column to be a
source of information about the Tractiom
fans 1living in the Reglon, rather than a
technically-oriented column. The two
national mags - MR and Craftsman-, the
NMRA Bulletin, "Trolley Talk", and
"Traction & Models", to name just a few
sources of information, are doing & good
Job. What we would llke to have in this
column are pictures of Reglonal layouts
and cars, and information on the model-
ers. Plans and pictures of local lines
are welcome, too. My address is 19 Ley-
land Avenue, Haverhill, Mass 01830.

To get the brakes released, I would
like to tell you about a friend of mine,
Edward Stowe., Ed lives in Manchester,
NH, and models "O" Traction. He is a
bachelor, "Over 39", and works in the
‘kitchen at the local Holiday Inn.

I first met Ed about a year ago,
through a letter in "Traction & Models";
during the year, we have exchanged
several visits. At the last Seacoast
Division "meet" at Dover, he brought
some of his cars, and ran them on my
small display layout.

Ed i1s interested strictly in the
Manchester lines, and 1s collecting an
impressive roster of cars. Oh, I bet=-
ter warn you guys in advance! Much of
the Manchester rolling stock can be dup-
licated with Pittman passenger cars - &
couple of windows chopped here, or added
there; different roof styles; new steps;
‘modified ends; etc. So, 1f you visit Ed
with a Pittman Passenger car, watch out!
He 1s constantly in the market for more
bodlies and kits.

Manchester's streetcars didn't stop
running until 1940. The rolling stock
‘made the system a modeler's dream. Most
of the equipment was wood, or composlite
construction - there were only four
steel cars, and they were bought second-
hand, from the Midwest. Rather than buy
new cars, it was the company's policy to
rebuild the old cars, or to buy second -
hand ones. The variety of types on this
line was outstanding, comsidering the
size of the city. The January, 1970,
issue of "Traction & Models" had a long
article on the Manchester system.

In addition to the converted Piltt-
mans, Ed has five open cars by Kidder,
three of which are presently powered.
Also, there are some custom-bullt cars
on the roster. His favorite is #38 -
the original 1s at Seashore, Ed's car
was bullt for him by Bill Kee, in the
late forties. Despite her wood and card
construction, the car still looks good.
The origlnal power truck has been re-
placed by a Wagner 0-50 - all Ed's cars
use underfloor trucks. Like most of his
other cars, #38 has interior detall.

Hiz layout 1s still under construc-
tion. It 15 a polnt-to-loop type, with
a double track main. Rall size is 172,
and is lald, for the most part, on Tru-
scale roadbed. When finlshed, 1t will
depict part of the line which ran to
Lake Massebesic. His overhead i1s the
Pittman Brect-A-Wire system - out of
scale, but good operation! Most of
an entire room is filled with the line,
and the tools to keep 1t running.

4 friend of Edfs - I probably
shouldn't mention him, since he 1s in HO
STEAM, bute-! - Frank St. Jean has been
a great help In getting the layout run-
ning. Prank's grandfather was a motor-
man on the Manchester system for many
years, and a 1little of 1t rubbed off!
He still doeen't have any cars to run
on Ed's line, but one of these days we
might convert him, to a mixed gager, at
least.

Ed enjoys bullding up the roster,

and "running them", Visltors are always
welcome, with advance notice - a good
practice, anyway, to let someone know
in advance that you are goin to pay a
visit! His address is 2529 Candia Road,
Manchester, NH 03103, and the telephone
is 622-6720, Area Code 603.

SUMMERTIME = TROLLEY MUSEUM TIME

Summer traditionally 1s a low time
for modeling. Beach, mountains, sun =
all lure us out of the cellar and attic
and into the outdoors. While you are
out in the sunlight, why not visit the
trolley museums in this Reglon. They
can use your admission money to keep the
cars they have running, and obtain new
ones, You can usually get some good
modeling ideas from them, too.

WHAT'S NEW FOR THE TRACTION MODELLER

Franklin Models, 70 Lode Street,
Marlboro, Mass. 01752, will have a Dif-
ferential Dump bedy on the market im the
near future, in "0". As many of you
know, they produced the Boston "Type 5"
last year. The new car will be made of
the same type of material. For price &
delivery, watch the model magazines.

Bast Boston Model, 32-34 Bennlngton
Street, E. Boston - ey have an ad in
the Dealer Section of MR - has ithree of
Franklin's early kits for the C & L E
Piggyback Flatcars, complete with the
loads. This kit was made in photo-en-
graved brass, and is definitely a model-
builder's kit. Price, less trucks and
couplers, is $11.75. If you don't want
to make up the kit. as used on the C & L
E, 1t can be made up as a regular in-
terurban flat, and the loads as truck
trallers, with a 1little modification.

East Boston Model is located close
to Maverick Station, on the MBTA. This
station is where the pantagraphs are
raised, for the trip to Revere, It
makes a good trip, for the julce fan.
This 1s the only passenger-carrying
operation in New England, North of New
Haven, that uses pantagraphs.

Meanwhile, in Roslindale Square,
The Bay State Society of Model Engineers
1s hard at work on "O" and "HO" trac-
tion lines. 3ince they are going to
need meny single-point switches for
their "0" line, they are having cast
nickel-silver switches made-up, Radius
of the switches will be 17-3 4", which
corresponds to the proto-type 75 - foot.
For information on their avallability
and price, write the Club Secretary at
Box 162, Boston, Mass. 02101

Got the latest newsletter from
dels, PO x 13044, St. Pet-
ersburg, Florida 33733. The next model
from them will be the Brooklyn Peter
Witt - the 8000 Series - in September.
Still in stock is the Boston "Type 4",
I have one of the "4's", and 1t is a
good-running car, like all thelr models.

For the HO Heavy Electric fan,

some of the European equipment is easily
modified to Amerlcan proto-type. On our
club - Nashua Valley RR Assoclation, in
Bolton, Mass. - a member has a pair of
the Flelschmann engines. One is a Dan-
ish State Rallways B-B, which is sold in
the US with New Haven colors. This one
looks pretty much like the ¥H 360-class.
The mechanism is excellent, though the
flanges hit the splkes on the Code TO,.
Ee also has a Fleischmann single-truck
steeplecab, which is extremely depend-
able, and can haul a heck of a lot, with
its friction-tread wheels.

An interesting model 1s the Jouef
HO model of Budd-bulld French rap
transit cars. They are sold as a two-
car set, with a pantagraph on the power
car, and feature head- and tallights.
In the February, 1970, Model Railroader,
there 1s a plicture of one on Page 10.

Tobons M,

ANNUNCIATOR

by Donald Minnich
57-E Garden Road
Northshore Gardens
Peabody, MA, 01960

N Gauge has gone through a tramsit-
ion in the past three years unlike most
of the other gauges. According to the
N Gauge News, published by C. F. Wilding
in Silver Sprimg, MD, 20903, N Gauge or
rather 000 as it was known, started in
1923. Electric Locomotives operating
from overhead wires were introduced a-
bout 1963-64 by Rapido and Trix. This
past December, I purchased from N. Pres-
ton, Summerfeldt catenary, poles, clips,
and accessories. 1 do not know who is
distributing this portion of N. Prestonm
Company's line since the liquidation.
The poles are made of steel and come
in two forms; The short form pole and
the long form pole (I am translating
from German). The catenary portion is
well made from brass wire and certainly
could be used by other gauges. The not-
ches in the ends of the catenary are to
facilitate connecting sections together

with elips.

catenary section

short pole

long pole

The catenary sections come in 100mm,
200mm, 300mm length sections. The last
prices 1 was given was 65¢ for the pole,
35¢ for a clearance gauge, and 1 cannot
find a price for the sections. uocomo-
tives that operate from the overhead are
available from American Tortoise (Trix),
Arnold Rapido, Lima, and an East German
version (not available in the US, but is
available in Canada)

If you would like glass windows in
your passenger cars like the prototype,
use no. 2 cover glasses for microscopes.
(Note: These are also available in Pla-
stic.) A test track light goes to
George Konrad for this tip.

Don't forget to send your tips
and ideas to this column. For everyone
we use, we send a useful gifrt.

A track test light goes to D Keith
Gatling of East Orange, N.J., for this
tip. To keep spikes at a convenient
place while spiking track, place the
spikes in a gondola with a magnetic
bottom (flexibel rubber magnets are
available at most stores). Place the
gondola in front of a locomotive and
push to the construction area. (Ed-
itor's note: What, no boom car with
magnet to lift the spikes out?)

Dl Hk'

4.6.
I saia I wanted The COUPLER,
not a coupler
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My old abandoned stationm
by the Boston and the Maine,

Now stands in silent tribute
to the proud steam engine train.

Now often at a quiet hour,
it matters not the season,
I'll walk the rutted depot road
for my own nostalgiec reason.

Down beside those rusted rails
the years have taken toll
Against my station, worn and grey,
that still retains some soul.

The faithful swallows come each spring
to find a place to rest,

Between the eaves they chirp their notes
and build a brand new nest.

1 watch these graceful birds in flight
as I sit and reminisce,

About times I wished to dally there
with mother's grocery list.

All my friends have favorite haunts
they all remember well;

Yet I grew up and learned to love
steam whistle and brass bell.

I well recall when Mom and Dad
took me to Bostonm town,

1'd nestle close beside my folks
dressed up like Buster Brown.

And as the team turned down the road
my heart would always pain,

To think perchance we'd miss our ride
on the Boston and the Maine.

The station master wore a beard
and tried to make me laugh,

"TI'll see,"he winked,"if theys on time,'
as he tapped the telegraph.

My dad would "jaw'" with all his friends
and mom would read a book,

I'"d climb upon the highest crate
and down the line I'"d lock,

MY OLD ABANDONED STATION

- g - =

1"d hear a railroad train,
As it blew to make a crossing
on the Boston and the Maine.

Excitement made me hop about
just like a scared horned toad;

And dad would smile, I hear it son,
they''ve crossed the town-line road."

Then 'round the bend the engine chugged,
its whistle played a tune,

"There's ole 9:30," dad would say,
"be in Boston long 'fore noon."

The engineer would wave his hand
as he braked those rumbling wheels;
And steam would burst along the ties
and warm vapor wet our heels.

A kindly man climbed down the steps
To give my mom a hand,

And then he'd lift me up and shout
"All aboard!" in a mamner grand.

His cap was trimmed in polished brass,
his buttons shown so clear,

He'd always have some messages
to give the engineer.

Then we'd hear the whistle blow,
the bell would clang its song,
And I'd watch my station fade away

as we finally moved along.

If mom or dad had prophesied:
"young man, some day this train

May vanish from our Yankee shore
on the Boston and the Maine'—

I would have though that statement
defied all Christian rule,

Such loving folks the Lord bestowed
could not have talked so cruel!

Alas. the time has come to pass,
my hair has turned to grey,

0ld "steamers" are for history books,
the station's seen its day.

No more puffing, cindered smoke
when the fireman shoveled coal,
And the clicking sound of telegraph

relinquished honored role.

The waiting room that once breathed life
has clock encased in dust,

Just silence now that doors are closed
and hinges squeak with rust.

The windows have long been boarded up
that once were sparking clean,

When soft light flickered through the glass
and lamps burned kerosene.

Still this charming relic by the rails
defiee years that come and go,

In springtime rains leak through the roof
in winter sheds stand deep in snow.

And I'd a sentimentalist

about the railroad of the past,
When our little town depended on

the steam whistle's welcome blast.

Progress came with heartless hand
and snatched the old steam train,
Yet left a shell of momories
by the Boston and the Maine!
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ENGINEERING
DEPARTMENT

by George Konrad

Sometime ago my wife came to me and excitedly
showed me the latest issue of the "North Shore
70", a local news magazine. The back cover
featured a line drawing and poem by Mr, Wm.
Aeberli entitled "My Old Abandoned Station. "

I immediately could feel the charm of the station
{rom the drawing. Further perusal of the paper
told that the station existed in Rowley, Mass,
Rowley! why that is about a half-hours ride
from my home! [immediately called Dave
Decker and asked if he had seen the paper,

Yes, he had, and we both had the same ideas

on Rowley. For one supreme moment Decker
was clevated, - great men think together. We
both started scurrying, 1 to the newspaper and
to Rowley, Decker to the B&M and also to
Rowley. Mrs. Donna Smith, editor of "Morth
Shore 70'' contacted Mr, Aeberli for permission
to use his work, his response was''yes". Dave
Decker as the Coupler editor approached B&M
engineering, explained our desires and was
alsc given a generous "yes' on the use of

seven pages of plans, and then a further source
on Rowley by Don Minnich of the Coupler staif,
the Rowley Stationmaster who supplied our
history. So there you have about as complete a
maodel story as one could ask for. , artist’s
drawings, a poem, history, photos, plans, and
construction article. 1 don't expect many of

you to become as excited over Rowley as I am;
we all have our own favorite prototypes. As
long as most of you appreciate the large affort
by so many people that went into this, then it is
all certainly worth it.

the window frames. Glue a side peice onto each
end. of the double-sided hat sections being care-
ful to use the 3'2" peices for the door transoms
At this point you should have sixteen letter H's,
twelve alike, two smaller in width, and two lsr-
ger, both'in height and width, Take three H's
and assemble them in a row, do this again and
you have the basics for the side windows, Glue
two more together for the front bay window and
glte one to either side of the door units, Tops
and bottoms are next, notch a peice of hat sec-
tion to accept the uprights of a window assem-
bly. If it is the front bay window duplicate it,
top and bottom being alike. Make four alike for
the tops and bottoms of the bay side windows,
alse the triple end windows take four alike for
their tops and bottoms, Make only two peices
alike for the daor assembly tops, the doorway
separates the bottams of these windows, four
small peices will complete the windows flanking
the doors. The next and final step on the win-
dows is the upper sash. Into the top front of
each window fit a peice of 1/32" square stock.
Mext, using a jig ence again, cut 32 peices of
1/32" square 1'9" lon g, these being the sides
of the upper sash. Glue these into the window
opening against the top peice and along the aide,
Next cut and fit the bottom peice, but before
glusing it into place split it with a razor blade.
It will look better at half thickness where it
crosses the center of the window. When the
assemblies have dried sand both sides smooth.
This would also be the best time to paint or
stain your windows, then cut your clear window
material and install on the inside. If you are
going to interior detail your structure you wou-
1d now do the sash procedure once again, but
on the inside bottom.

Whew! At this point take a little break, how
ever this method sounds more involved than it
actually is, and if you think reading about it is

North & West Elevations are shown in this photo. Compare it with the drawing om p. 5

The model I built was done in wood. "'what
else?'' you may say. Styrene for instance, but
this type of model feels best to me in wood, 1
also plan to color the station using leather dyes
s wood it will have to be, I used two types of
Northeastern siding, both 1/16" thick, 1/16"
clapboards for upper siding and 3/64" scribed
for lower. These two choices come as close as
possible to the prototype spacings. The win-
dows were built of northeastorn 3/32" hat
section. I could not find a commercial cast-
ing that even came close to the Rowley windaws
#0 [ made plans for a jig bullt window, The
jig method ls & real time saver here, for all
windows and transoms are of the same height
with only two different window widths, To
build all these windows "stick by stick, "

would be out of the question, besides the state
would soon be showing you yournew rubber
room, The jig is a simple affair, for we are
concerned with keeping our like peices to the
same cxact length. A peice of scrap stripwood
serves as & backstop, Glued to it at right
angles are three more scrap peices cut to dif-
fering but predetermined lengths. The first
peice will be cut to a length of 5'9", the height
of the windows plus transoms. We will incorp-
orate the lransoms directly into the window
construction rather than make a separate pro-
ject of them. Cut 2B peices to this 5'%" length,
these are the side peices for all windows
except the two rest rooma. Cut 4 peices 4
long for their sides, also 4 more peices 9' long
for the door sides. The next jig peice will be
2'8"long, cut 12 peices of hat section to this
length, also cut 12 peices of | /32" square to the
same length. Glue the 1/32" peices on center
to the flat sides of the hat stock. the resulting
assembly gives you the windew top/transom
battom peices. Cut two peices 2' long for the
small bay windows and two peices 3'2" for the
door openings. Cut 1/32" square stockto match
these four peices and glue as on the preceeding
twelve assemblies. Cut four peices 2'5" for
tops and bottoms of the rest room windows, you
may assemble them at this point If you wish.
Notch the top and bottom peic o accept the
sides, assemble. be sure they are square and
set aside to dry. We now must cut a notch into
each of the 28 side and 4 door peicas. It will
start 1'3" from one end and terminate |'10!
from that same end. This gives us a notch just
big enough to accept the double sided hat sec-
tions you made. Measure.only one peice, and
after inauring that the notch s the correct size
use this peice as a pattern for the rest. Once
the notches are cut you may begin to assemble

confusing you can imagine what it is like frying
to write about It. Its akin to eating, we all know
how to do it but try writing a bite by bite replay
of a seven course dinner some time!

Measure and lay out the 6" by 6" sill, it
rune all the way around the building. Be sure to
miter your corners for good appearance, also
note the &ill runs under the agent's bay. The
trim peice on the top of the sill is simulated
with 1/32" thick atock, let it protrude some-
what as on the prototype, The side bottom ghea-
thing is next using our 3/64" scribed. Cut this
to height, it is the same height all the way
around. It doek not appear to be on the front
view of the station, for the B&M draftsman lefi
a line off the drawings. A glance at the photos
will show you that the front baggage door is
treated the same as the rear. Therefore cuta
notch for both baggage doors and leave a gap
where the passenger doors will be. Use your
completed door assemblies to determine the
exact size of the opening, Once again be sure
to miter the corners. If you don't when you
ecolor your model that end grain will stand out
Tlike a diesel at Durango! The miters are easily
cut on this siding with a razor blade. Your luck
might not be too good if you cut from top to bot-
tom, but if you lay the siding flat, scribed side
down, and then cut the whole miter at once by
shoving the blade down through the wood at an
angle you will have a good corner, Build your
corners first and do the final adjusting at the
door gaps. You might want to glue the door
assemblies into the door gaps at this point. this
locates them positively so their position ls ea -
sy to determine when cutting the upper siding.
Glue a 1/64" trim pelce all the way around the
top edge of this lower siding. If your doors are
to operate driil the top of the door frame assem
blies bofore installation, Upper siding. Cut
enough clapboard siding to helght for the entire
building. You are now at a decision point, whe-
ther to construct that little protuberance at the
bottom of the upper siding, or leave the siding
flat as is. [ feel that the little "bump” adds
much to the interest and charm of the building
and the job is not that hard to do. The only hard
part is cutting the corner miter and then using
a sanding block to bring the several peices
dewn to correct angle and length, [ did mine
the easy way and cut my miters in the siding on
o bench saw, Incidently, here's a good place
for a few words about bonch and/or radial saws.
Yeu will read about my using this tool time and
again, | consider the bench saw in the front
rank of my scrateh bullding tools, However,
please take warning, do not read about a tech-

We wish to thank the Boston and Maine

Railroad for there fine cooperation

South & East Elevations of the Rowley Station

nigue and then run out to use a tool of this type
on a quick informal basis. These saws would
just as soon rend you limb from lmb as look
at you, | know for I have had my "baptism" al-
though thankfully a small one. Your best bet is
to have an experienced user of such a tool teach
you the correct techniques, To prepare the sid-
ing cut a lengthwise slit about halfway through
332" from the bottom on the back side. Now
gently bend the siding outward at the bottom
and you will see that little protuberance appear!
To keep it that way glue a 1/32" square along
the inside bottom, fill the cut with glue, place
between a couple peices of wax paper , and
stick the whole mess into a book to set. Once
your siding has been prepared this way you
may cut those miters. You cannot cut them be-
forehand because when the siding is bent out-
ward you will have gaps at the corners. Next
cut all window and door openings.the only tricky
ones are the bay side windows. Their sides butt
right up against the front of the station, so
rather than cut your siding to embrace them
on three sides, merely have siding on their
fronts and tops. At this point take a dull Exacto
knife and impress vertical marks along the
clapboards to simulate shingle separations,
Do not be too precise with this, the shingles
are a random thing, Mow glue the upper siding
to the lower assembly insuring good fits at the
corners. After the corners have dried well you
may handle the structure to install your window
once the wi are installed
glue stripwood of proper dimensions to their’
outsides for framing, Deon't forget the thresh-
olds on the passenger doors, then use a bit ¢ [
lower siding to fill in the gaps under them.
Also frame the freight doors, and if they are to
2lide you could install runners now,

The doors on this building are a project in
themselves, you may either shortcut or do as [
did, each door is an a bly of 1T
peices! | am not going to give you a cut by cut
dissertation on this. If you are a scratchbuil -
der the doors and for that matter the myriad
final details of the structure will not be a great
barrier to you, If you are not a scratchbuilder
but have built this far [ have news for you;
look in a handy mirror, that person you see
with the nubs is a scratchbuilder.

'
The foundation can be done several ways;
you could carve linaleum, use ready embossed
plastic stone, or lay a foundation stone by
stone. 1 elected the stone by stone method be-
cause it seemed like an interesting thing to do.
It was, I first gathered tiny stones on a Cape
Cod beach. You will find it takes some time to
gather the stones necessary, not only is the

This is a phoco of the Rowley Station as built by George as of press ime.

reject rate high, but MAN, those bikinis are
getting smaller every year! I used a large
basswood angle and glued the stones carefully
into the running corner of the angle. When this
dried I eut the top side of the angle away, This
leaves the stones attached to a handy wood sur-
face but equally important leaves the exposed
stones in @ nice straight edge ready to attach
to the lower sill. The only fussy fittin' left is
on the corners.

The roof is alse a twa method project. You
maost likely build the roof out of [ /32" bass-
wood sheet with an overlay of Shingles Galore.
You will of course have to brace this roof quite
well or you will run inte a warpage problam.
The second method and the method I chose was
te cut out a solid core for the roof. This is the
portion from the top of the walls to the roof
peak. I did this, as you probably would surmise
on the bench saw. I build mostly all of my roofs
this way, il gives a very solid structure and
the warpage problem is minimized. I can liter-
ally pound my fist on the model. [ extended the
core on this model out under the platform roofs
also for they can use some "solidifying. " Once
the core assembly was made, roofl construction
followed along the lines of the first method. 1
cut an overlay of 1/32" plain siding to final
dimensiona, this gave me those large overhang-
Ing eaves. In constructing the roaf you don't
have to be too fussy about the joints, they will
be covered later with the shingles. You can
glue the roof to the sides or use some method
which allows easy removal. [f you plan to att-
ach the roof permanently do it as one of the
very last steps, you don't need those saves in
your way as you detail the building.

Final details. This final details thing could
be two more stories the size of the one in hand,
therfore I will only touch on some of the high
points, The outside of the station is far {rem
{inished when you have come as far as [ have
written. There are platform posts, roof braces
lights, post bases, freight platform, steps,
main platform, ridge rolls, gutters, down -
spouts, chimney, signs, cellar windows, and
toilet vault covers to make. The interior is
another place o exerclse your modelling
prowess. 1 am not even going to start to list
all the possibilities concerning the interior,
they are legion, [ personally hope to detail my
Rowley model to the limit, time being the hard
thing to find,

The little station will be the terminus of my
three foot "Tenopah & Tucumcari’ railread, it
will bear the name "Terralogos.” It is & far
removal from the Massachusetts coast to the
wastern mines, hut "My Old Abandoned Station'
will hum with activity once again.

You may

see the completed structure at the North Conway Convention.
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- SCRATCH BUILDERS CORNER
10 by Mike Owens

These plans are for the
SCRATCH BUILDER. They leave
much of the hardware specif-
ications to the choice of
the modeler. The scale
shown here is TT, but can be
converted to any scale
quickly when you measure
them since 1/10th of an inch
equals one foot,
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LEATHER DYE

A WOOD FINISHING
TECHNIQUE

by George Konrad

In May, 1962, "Model Railroader"
published an article by A. Crell on the
use of leather dyes for stalning wood.
Until recently I had no use for the in-
formation; however with my layout pro-
gressing well I began to bulld strue-
tures, trestles, snowsheds, etc., that
called for a good coloring method. The
leather dye method 1s good. Since the
time the article was published I have
seen only one hobbyist other then myself
using leather dye. Thils is too bad, for
the dye is inexpemsive, easy to use, and
glves fine results, so fine that I have
to police my model finishing hablts
closely or else I would wind up dying
everything and painting nothing! The
dye 1s not supposed to supplant painting
but rather augment your finishing pro-
cesses.

Perhaps one of the more usefull as=-
pects of the dye is that 1t does not in-
hibit glue adhesion, or, as in the case
of casein glues (Elmer's, Duratite,
ete.), inhiblt penetration of wood fi-
bres by the glue. You may safely pre=-
stain all of your wood without worry.
The dye does just as well on paper or
cardstock; it will also adhere to glass,
metal, phenolic, etc., but with varylng
results. Drying time is about 15 to 20
minutes, for the dye 1s alcohol based.

The particular dyes I use are Omega
dyes, sold by Tandy Leather Co. 4 4 oz.
bottle costs 59¢ as of this writing. I
became acquainted with the Omega dyes
through an interest in leathercraft; I
am sure there are other brands that will
do just as well. A 4o0z. bottle will
last a good while,if it is tightly cap-
ped to prevent evaporation. The dyes
are available in 10 colors - black,
light brown, medium brown, dark brown,
blue, tan, red, cordovan, yellow and
green. You will find most use for tan,
black, and possibly red. A word of cau-
tion - the dyes are poisonous and flam-
mable, so be sure to observe all safety
precautions when using and storing.

Preparation of the dye is a simple
matter. It is mixed in definite ratlos,
one color to another, with dematured al-
cohol as a thinner. Isopropyl or wood
alcohol will work, also; however, they
are polsonous and the fumes may cause
you discomfort or injury. The best way
to measure the dye and alcohol is with
an eye dropper, using drops or whole
droppersfull as units of measurement. A
baby food jar makes a good mixing and
storage container. Here are some form-
ulae from MR for ¢ general and useful
colors:

COLOR BLACK BROWN DYE TO
ALCOHOL
RATIO
Jet Black 1 0 1:4
General black 1 1 1:8
Tie black 1 2 1:4
Deep brown 1 8 1i4
Medium brown 1 32 1:8
Light brown (o] 1 1132
Tie brown 1 4 1:4
Medium gray 1 o] 1:32
Light gray 1 0 1:64

These nine examples are only the begin-
ning, as all of the suggested ratlios may
be varied, If you are an experimenter
at heart you may mix some of the other 8
avallable colors in with the blacks and
browns; the resultant dyes are limitless
in number. As you mix colors and alco-
hol you may elther swirl the jar, or
stir with a glass rod.

After you have mixed and used a
particular color, store the remainder in

a tightly capped jar. FlIace a plece of
masking tape on the outslde, on level
with the fluid., Any evaporatlon that
might occur will be alcohol only, and
to be sure your color will dye the same
everytime, you need only bring tne level
of fluid back up to the tape with alco-
hol., Of course you must move the tape
each time you are through with the dye
or else you will change your ratlo of
alcohol to color. If your dye has been
out of use for a time swirl the Jar Just
a bit before use to insure a complete
dispersion of the colors in the alcohol.

When you use your dye be sure to
work on newspapers or an old cloth - the
dye will color your clothes, rug, or
furniture just as readily as it does
your modelwork! The fastest method of
application is dipping or immersion.

The dye will color to its set level whe-
ther you dip a plece for a moment or lm-
merse 1t for a time. Place small pieces
in a jar and them drop dye on them with
a dropper - you will be surprised at how
fast and evenly you can dye a whole
handful of minute wooden parts. Remove
the pileces with a tweezer and allow them
to dry on a paper towel while you pour
the dye from the jar back into the orig-
inal contaliner, Medium slze pleces are
best handled in a baking dish, elevated
at one end so a pool forms at the lower
end, After the pleces have been dipped,
place them on the higher end and thelr
drainings will run back into the pool.
Quite large sizes can be best colored in
an aluminum foll "canoe", The size and
shape of the folil contalner will depend
on just what you are dying. Be sure all
your joints in the foll are above the
1iquid level, or else you will be folled
as the dye rums out all over everything!

If you prefer to assemble your mo-
del before coloring you may brush the
dye quite easily. Color goes on fast
and evenly. Any glue that might be
showing will color also, except this
particular spot will be shiny in a di-
rect 1light.

On pleces of scribed siding 1t is
best to cut shape and brace before col-
oring - otherwise they tend to curl. I
would not recommend immersing siding as-
semblies. Brushing the dye works well
and goes particularly fast on siding.

The dye also can be sprayed using
an atomizer. This is very fast and ls
particularly useful for large models or
areas on a layout. The exact technique
you use will depend to a great extent on
the type of sprayling device you use.
However, a few passes over some scrap
stock will give you a good indication of
hgw to best handle your particular de-
vice,

Clean your brushes, atomizer, etc.,
with alcohol. Unlike paint, the dye
will not leave a heavy residue on your
tools. This makes them easy to clean.

I sincerely hope you will find as
much satisfaction as I have, in using
leather dyes. I am positive your re-
sults will be good - you really can't
miss wlith this method. The dye leaves
no covering coat, 1t's as i1f the wood
happened to grow the color you want.
The wood grain will show through nicely
and the wood wlll take on a satin-like,
somewhat aged look. Just how aged de-
pends on the dye-to-alcchol ratio-gen-
erally the lighter the color, the more
pronounced the aging. Using the dyes
full strength is another bonus, partic-
ularly colors other then black. Red,
for instance, makes a fine barn red
right out of the bottle.

You may also use a dye, either full
strength or diluted, as a basg -coat.
For example, & boX car may, be dyed red
for the first coat, and thea,painted
boxcar red for the finish ed®., This
way you have total color coveérage, but
only a single paint coat build-up. The
dye 1s also useful for dying sawdust,
lichen, ferns, and plaster.

EDITOR
SOUNDS

OFF —

As you are reading this issue of the
Coupler summer is about to bloom in all
of its glory-vacations, long weekends and
so on. The crew hopes you will think of
them once or twice in your travels, while
we will be putting the 90th Coupler to-
gether. 1If you see an interesting subject
for the model railroad we would like to
have you share it with the rest of the
Region This is done by taking pictures,
getting a few facts assembled and send-
ing all of it to the Coupler Editor.

The COUPLER needs your help. If you
would like to help, take an add for your
pike or club, Ask your local hobby shop
to take an add. The money that we get
from this service will be used to make a
bigger and better COUPLER. The rates
can be found on page 15.

pDid you use your ballot and vote?

I must appoligize for not including
the car chopping story in this issue.
Two things have caused me to move it to
the next issue; 1. George has been work-
ing straight out on the Rowley Station
model and 2. there wasn't enough room in
2-89. You should see the next issue on
or about September 17, in your mailbox.

Hor

ATTENTION: Modelers in the Hartford Area

Barney's of Hartford Imc. located
450 Columbus Boulevard has a 4 by 8 foot
HO layout, and would like someone who
would be interested in completing the
wiring and setting up the scenery.
Contact Mr. Julius Roth at Barney's by
phone (203-522-6221), or by stopping in.

A preat loss to the Railroad Enthus-
iast movement was recorded on March 4th.
1970, On that date Roland P. Blodgett,
58, was killed in a tragic auto accid-
ent on the Maine Turnpike, on his way
home from a meeting of the Down East
Railroad Club.

He was President of the National
Railroad Enthusiasts and Chairman of the
Trip Committee of the New England Rail-
road Enthusiasts. His trips were well
known throughout New England and east-
ern New York.

He leaves behind his wife, and two
daughters., His home was at 199 Coleman
Street, Malden, Massachusetts.

We regret to inform the membership
of the passing of Mr. Richard W. Tyde,
Stephentown, New York on November 20th.
1969.

— COVER PHOTOGRAPH —
The cover shot for this issue of the Cou-
pler comes from Kennith Martindale of
Worcester, Massachusetts. It is a Bost-
on and Albany Railroad Berkshire number
615 taken at Worcester Union Statiom.

Ken has been taking pictures of railroad
structures and trains for over twenty
years. You will see more of his work

in the future.
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I}[HING cnR If you have a favorite
recipe that you would

*IN like to share with your
friends in the region,
send them to the Couple:
Editor, 20 Reo Road, W.
Peabody, MA, 01960.

OPPOSITE
DIRECTION

From the D & R Dining Car

Swedish Meatballs, with Auterne Sour
Cream Sauce

Swedish Meatballs, with Aauterne' Sour
Cream Sauce

3 lbs chopped beef, rolled into 1%" dia.

balls, and saute'd in a skillet until

browned.

1/8th 1b of butter, melted in a sau-
ce-pan.
1 tbsp of minced onion, saute till gold-
en. add ltbsp concentrated lemon juice,
% cup sauterne wine, and blend thorough-
ly, add a dash of garlic salt, and 1
tbsp of chopped parsley.
Place meatballs in a large shallow bak-
ing dish and cover with sauce. Bake for
one (1) hour at 300", basting the meat
balls every ten(10) minutes.
Add one (1) pint of sour cream, spread-
ing thoroughly into meatballs and thick-
ened sauce. Return to oven and simmer
at 250° to 300° for another 30 min.
Transfer meatballs and sauce to a fondue
or chaffing dish, and serve hot.

Bon Appetite!.

FINNISH TARTARE STEAK

This is made from chopped meat, mixed
with grated un-cooked onion, about % lbs
per serving. For each person, bed a
thin slice of Russian Black Bread on a
leaf of crisp green lettuce, Add the
meat, formed into a small patty, and
form a depression into the center of the
meat. Into the depression gently place
the yolk from a raw egg. Garnish the
egg yolk with a dash of paprika, and the
lettuce leaf with carrot sticks, radish-
es or a pickle.

Chill at least onme hour before serving,
or for those with less daring, cook
slowly until the yolk thickens. Don't
overcook; the meat and bread should
never be dry.

Serve chilled, as an appetizer, or snack.
Charles F. Gerow Jr.
Superintendent of Dining Cars
Delaware & Raritan Railway Co.

From the S J W Dining Car

Meat Loaf Stuffing

4 or 5 potatoes

% onion

salt and pepper

L egg

L tblspn butter

bread crumbs

organo

parsley

one sliced apple

Mix thoroughly and place in the oven and
bake with your meat loaf, either in a
separate dish or in the same dish that
the meat loaf is in.

Mary Decker
Superintendent of Coffee
South Jennifer Western Railroad

When does your membership EXPIRE!

DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS

HUB

The HUB Diwvision held its annual
Convention on April &4th, at the Jaworek

School in Marlboro,Mass, with Hank Burke
in charge.

During the day over 175 modelers
viewed various displays, large and small
operating layouts and clinics. The White
Elephant Table turned over a good trade.
All of these festivities were followed
by a Roast Beef Pot Pie Banquet which
was served to 80 persons. Door prizes
were given out during the banquet. After
the meal was disposed of the attendees
had a chance to see 50 glass lantern
slides taken during the construction of
South Station in Boston. Mr. Robert
Green, Asst. Terminal Superintendent
Boston Terminal Co. These slides were
taken in 1898 and 1899. It was a very
interesting program,.

The Divisionk "Don Pierce Award"
was given to Andy and Dick Towle for the
outstanding effort that they have made
to advance the hobby of model railroad-
ing, not only in the division but for
the Region as well.

The Annual meeting was also held
during the Convention and it produced
the results that you see below;

Bill Parker, chairman

Hank Burke, wvice chairman

Ron Fraser

Larry Bailey

Dick Towle

Andy Towle (Nutmeg take note)
added to the directors that were carried
over from the previous year.

Until a new secretary is named you
should contact Bill Parker for details
or information about future events. His
address is 65 Coweeset Drive, Brockton,
MA, 02401.

SEACOAST

The Seacost Division reports that
it has 3 inch diameter windowed buttons
for sale for 50 cents each. Contact the
division's financial wizard Thomas Mass-
ingham, 800 Central Avenue, Dover, N. H,
03820. You should enclose a stamped,
self-addressed envelope with your order.

HUDSON - BERKSHIRE

Some five to six hundred people
responded to view the Hudson-Berkshire
Division's third annual model railroad
hobby show, held this year at the new
Troy Boys' Club in downtown Troy, N. Y.
Highlights of the event incl.ided the
Berkshire Model Railroad Club's new
portable layout under construction, made
up of several magnificently-built bench-
work sections bolted together; an exten-
sive collection of Penn-Central diesel
power (HO) by NER Secretary Dave Marlowe
(complete with slide show and taped diesel
run-by's); plus several outstanding exam-
ples of modelwork from the RPI Model Rail-
road Soclety. Some 150 dollars was raised
for the Boys' Club's Camp Barker Fund.

ALOUETTE
On March 10, 1970, the Alouette
Division held its monthly meeting at
the home of Maurice Bleau. The following
tape-slide clinics were viewed:
1) Locomotive Weathering with
an Air Brush by John Pryke
2) Scenery and Layout Photo-
» graphy by John Allen
After viewing the above clinics, a
couple of the members wanted to try

Division Secretaries should all
reports to the Coupler Editor.

weathering Ken Freeman's new P, F. M.,
4-8-4, Class S-2, Northern Locomotive
which he had brought to the meeting for
all to see. Upon hearing this, Ken stood
guard over it. Following the meeting,
everyone enjoyed French Canadian hospi-
tality and went home with full stomachs.

On April l4th, 1970, the Alouette
Division held its Annual Meeting at the
home of Ken Freeman (penalty for not
letting the group experiment with his
locomotive at the previous meeting).

The following officers were elected
for the coming year:
President: Gordon Teel
Vice-President: Dave Mealey
Secretary: Maurice Bleau
Treasurer: Ken Freeman

Following the meeting, Gordon Teel
showed colored slides of several layouts
which he had visited during previous NER
conventions.

COMING EVENTS
Visit to CN or CP Hump yard.
Visit to Ron Bryant's Layout.
Visit to La Société de Modelisme
Ferroviaire de (uebec, Charney,
P. Q.

Dates unavailable at the moment.

IMPORTANT CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE
The location of the Region Secretary and
Office Manager has been changed. The
new addresses are as follow:

SECRETARY David Marlowe
P. 0, Box 300
Delphi Falls, N.¥Y, 13051

Toni Marlowe
P, 0. Box 300
Delphi Falls, N.¥, 13051

ACHIEVEMENT

Several members have asked me for a
clarification on the requirements for
Association Official where the word "and"
makes it appear that one must have held
one of the National offices in order to
qualify. I am happy to report that the
National Chairman has confirmed my opin-
ion that this is mot s~ The term "NMRA"
as used in the regulaty ns is interpreted
as meaning ''National or egional' so that
the Certificate may be ¢ :ained through
service at either level ¢ from a com-
bination of both. It is . 'ly necessary
that the specified time requirements be
met.

OFFICE
MANAGER

There also seems to be some confu-
sion as to the difference between Asso-
ciation Volunteer and Association Offi-
cial. Essentially, Volunteer is for those
who have served in appointive offices and
Official for those who have served in
elective positions.

In applying for either of these
Achievement Certificates please be sure
to show as nearly as possible the exact
dates of the start and finish of service
in each position. It will also be of
great assistance to me in expediting the
processing of the 50Q if you will list om
a separate sheet of paper the names of
the persons under whom you served so
that I can quickly obtain the necessary
signatures to support your application.

{I arr
NER AP Chairman



For those that are unaware of the
extent of the NER, I hope to show you
that we are rather large in area. Our
western boundry goes from the northern
half of New Jersey up thru central New
York State and North into Canada. Now
lets go East. East of Maine are the
Canadian Provinces of New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Newfou-
ndland. These Provinces are all part of
the NER.

Since Newfoundland is without reg-
ular passenger service these days, Nova
Scotia is as far east as you can go by
train. Service is very adequate in re-
lation to the population of the region.
The Southshore from Halifax, the capit-
al, to Yarmouth is served by the Canad-
ian National Railway. The service in
1969 was westbound Monday, Wednesday and
Friday; eastbound Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday. The train is mixed, pulled by
a switcher. The passenger cars are well
maintained, heavy weights. The 250 mile
trip, one way, will take you all day, at
a relaxed pace along some very beautiful
coastline.

The Canadian Pacific Railroad runs
from Halifax to Yarmouth thru Digby, in
its agent the Dominion Atlantic Railway.
They use Budd RDC equipment which is kept
in very good condition. The service is
what you would expect from a small rail-
road, which serves a sparsly settled area
For many people the trainm is the only
means of publie transportation available,
so quite often during a trip the train
may be required to stop at locations
where no stations exist, to pick up and
discharge passengers. The service is
daily with some sections having two
round trips a day. At Digby the train
goes out on the pier to meet the Ferry
Boat that comes over from St., John, New
Brunswick,
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At Windsor there is a fifty six
mile long branch that takes the Dominion
Atlantic Railway to Truro, N.S. The train
is mixed daily except Sunday, traversing
some of the most scenic terrainm in the
Province.

A short walk down the track from the
DA Station in Truro will bring you to the
CN Station where you can make connection
for trains to Montreal, Halifax and Syd-
ney. Halifax and Sydney are eastern ter-
minals for two of CN's name trains, the
Secotian and Ocean, respectively.

The service between Halifax and Syd-
ney, thru Truro is provided by RDC's
that have ancestry in old New England.
Many of the cars on this line were ex-
ported from the Boston and Maine to the
Canadian National a short time ago. They
have been thoroughly renovated, diaph-
rams added at the ends and painted a
bright red on the ends, but traces of
the former owners can still be seen. There
are anywhere from one to four round trips
a day, seven days a week, on this line.

I would like to state at this time
that I had the opportunity to ride both
Conventional and RDC Equipment over the
same section of track between Trurc and
Halifax, and believe it or not the RDC's
rode better and at a higher rate of
speed.

There is more to see and ride than
I have had time or space to tell about
here in this short article. The fare
for the tickets is very reasonable and
the country is ideal for a summer vac-
ation. The railroads are trying to cut

the service, so you should act fast if
you would like to ride TRAINS EAST. Pick
up your copy of the GUIDE and study it.
Then pack up and go.
there this summer.

I hope to see you

Canadian
National
Railways
Station at
Lockport,
Nova
Scotia.

This is a
typical
structure
for the
railroads
of Nova
Seotia.

The agent
lives
above the
station
office.

THE HISTORY OF THE
"NEW" ROWLEY STATION

by Don Minnich

The COUPLER staff is greatly indeb-
ted to Mr. Frank Fletcher of 266 Main
Street, Rowley, Massachusetts for this
history. Mr. Fletcher was the station
agent in Rowley from March 8, 1914 to
the station's close 45 years later.

The history of Rowley's Station
goes back to about 18381." The first
station was small but adequate. On the
eighteenth of July, 1839 the first
through train passed through Rowley on
the Eastern Railroad to Newburyport. "
By 1852, it was possible to board one of
the Eastern's trains in Rowley and by
changing trains to the Portsmouth Rail-
road in Portsmouth, New Hampshire,
travel to Portland, Maine. Of course
for only $0.80 travel Rowley to Boston.
It was also possible to travel to Newbury-
port and take a new train on the Newbury-
port Railroag for 40¢ to Bradford or 60¢
from Rowley.

On October 5, 1929 the Rowley sta-
tion burned to the ground during the
noon rush-hour. Shortly after this
Pittman and Brown of Salem was asked by
the Boston & Maine to build the station
now standing. According to Mr. Fletcher
the dedication of the "New" station took
place on March 28, 1930. This station
although some-what smaller, had an eco-
nomy of space. 1In addition to being the
station agent, Mr. Fletcher was the
baggage master, American Express agent,
Freight agent, Western Union Operator
and telegrapher. Other than all of this,
according to Mr. Fletcher, he didn't do
anything. The Rowley station was open
twelve hours a day, seven days a week,
365 days a year. Even today some Rowley
townfork still call the station, "Frank's
Station". During his tenure at Rowley.
Mr. Fletcher said there were about
fifteen trains each way from Rowley as
well as numerous freight trains. Ewven
as late as 1953, there_were still 10
passenger trains a day” stopping at
Rowley. As a freight station,the agent
was kept busy. Industries such as the
Mooney and Richardson Heel Co., W. C.
Foster Shoe Co. and the Glen Mills Cereal
Company added revenue to the railroad.
As for nonrevenue functions, Mr. Fletcher
said the station was always busy as a fo-
cal point for a meeting place. 1In those
days, the people gathered to talk about
the day's business and keep Mr. Fletcher
company, As time passed and the station
closed after thirty year's service, Mr.
Fletcher moved on to Hamilton. After
this station was retired, so did Mr.
Fletcher., The station revisited by me
is in a state of disrepair. Now no pass
passenger trains stop at Rowley, and
citizens must travel to Ipswich. What
is the future of this fine old statiomn?
Only time will know the answer.

1. Railroads,In Essex County A Century
Ago by Charles J. Kennedy, Essex
Institute of Historical Collectionms,
Vol. 95, 1959; Salem, Mass.

2. 1852 Official Guide New England Rail-
ways pages 106 and 107

3. The Official Guide January, 1953

OFFICIAL NOTICE

There will be an official meeting
at the Tri-Region Convention to be held
in Binghamton, N. Y. October 9 - 11.
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COUPLER

DEADLINES ADVERTISING RATES
1970 August 1st Size of Cost to Cost to
November 1lst Advertisement Model Railroader Retail Business
1971 January 9th
March  15th 1 full page per issue $15.00 per issue $30.00
August  1st 2 full col. 10.00 20.00
November 9th 1 full col. 5.00 10.00
1 4 . . :
Ken Martindale has Jrigh gol 75 190
sent this photo of All rates above are for camera ready copy only. Rates are,
B&M 4115 after it also, quoted without half-tone or special art work. Con-

tact Jack Brown, Coupler Business Manager, P. O. Box 404
Wakefield, MA, 01880, for special rates about your needs.

was retired and .
stored at the B&Ms
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Official Bulletin of the N. E. R. of the
N. M, R. A, Subscription- $3.00 for 2

years, $6.00 for 5 years, $30.00 for life
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