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SPRINGFIELD MEET VERY SUCCESSFUL

Near Record Attendance

The prospects of bad weather did not deter the
11 members and guests of NER who turned out for the
Spring '57 Convention held in Springfield, Mass.,
the week end of May 18th and 19th, : 4

Although many derisive comments were made over
the fact that there was to be no prototype fan trip,
those attending the meet gpent a very pleasant after-
noon visiting the Ploneer Valley Live Steamers at
thelr track area in Southwick, Mass., as the fan
trip., Practically everyone there had at least one
ride behind the minutely detailed, 3/4" and/or 1"
live steam engines, Several of the comments were,

" ,.felt just like riding behind a prototype steam-
er," Also, "Boy, I'm glad I came nowl" Needless to
say, the afternoon was enjoyed by all, Many thanks
to the Pioneer Valley Club for showing us a swell
afternoon,

The banquet started the Saturday evening pro-
gram, giving the members a chance to renew acquain-
tences, After the roast-beef dinner, Committee
Chairman Don Robinson introduced the officers of the
Region and members of his Committee, This was fol-
lowed by the drawing for door prizes, The names of
winners were drawn by Miss Suzy Benolt, daughter of
Gerry Benolt of Springfield, a member of the Cormit-
tee, The first of the door prizes went to William
E, Walker, who received an HO gage Alco road engine
kit, Ed Braonkhoast was the recipient of a built up
D. & R,G.W, "Cookie Box" box car, The next name
drawn was that of Ruth Smith, who received a compact
with railroad motif, Suzy Benoit then drew her own
name and was given a prize, Other door prize winners
are as follows: G, Laxson, railroad design cuff
links and tile clip; Jack Hohenberger, also cuff
links and tie clip; Ricky Derau, a Polaris switch
machine; Helen Welling, 3 reproductions of railroad
paintings by Richard Ward; Bob Clarkson, a Polaris
switch machine; Lymen Hurter, a 12" scale ruleg
Dick Wentzell, wire strippers; Rosaleen Hayes, &
pocket magnet, Pat Hohenberger, A.H., Smlth, Harry
Towers, Charles Ogren and Gerard Neefus all receiv-
ed a station time card from the Boston and Maine's
léng from Boston to Manchester-by-the-Sea, dated
1898,

Following the drawings, President See present-
ed 100% NER Membership Certificate No,3 to the
Berkshire Model Railroad Club, Receiving the cer-
tificate for the club was Arthur N, Patten, the
group's Secretary-Treasurer, As there was no speak-
er, this concluded the banquet part of the program.

At this point, the judges for the model contest
retired to the main meeting room for their deliber-
ations, The rest of the membership requested to re-
main in the banquet room for a few minutes gave many
a chance to get together and arm-chair, After giving
the judges a chance to rate the models, the rest of
the group returned to the main room to view the
models on display and to watch the draw-bar contest,
At 9, on Saturday evening, Stan Bradley organized
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FALL !57 CONVENTION PROGRAM COMPLETED
Albany Group Does Good Job

Railroading at its best, both model and proto-
type, will be featured at the Fall t'57 NER Conven=
tion to be held in Albany, New York, the week end
of October 12th and 13th.

The Committee, headed by Dave Finnegan, has dene
an all-out job and all arrangements are complete
with the exception of Convention Headquarters, This
problem is expected to be overcome in the very near
future, Glving great assistance to the Convention
Committee is the Railroad Commmunity Committee of
Eastern New York, represented by Mr, William
Gilligan of the New York Central, President of the
RRCC of ENY, Mr, Allan Shephard of the Boston and
Maine and Mr, Kenneth Lewls of the Delaware and
Hudson, They heve pitched in with the NER Committee
and have come up with a wonderful fan trip.

The Fan Trip will consist of a trip in Budd
RDCs around the Port of Albany, Castleton Bridge
cut-off, plus a tour of the largest yards in the
East, the New York Central's Selkirk Yards, where
those attending will not only see all the facili-
ties ineluding hump yard and malntenance shops, but
also the famous engine of the Empire Express, N0.999.
This record bresking engine will be availables for
picture taking, This fan trip should be of interest
to all because of the diversity of subjects.

~ The banquet will feature a "technical speaker,
unnamed at this point, Clinics will be held, pos-
sibly 2 to U on various phases of model railroading,
from model to layout building, given by model rails
from the Albany area, This should bring many fresh,
new ldeas to the members of NER,

There will be a model contest, the rules and
classes to be published in the next issue, This
will be one of the stong points of the "model" end
of the convention., It is understood that there are
some fine builders in the area and they will be all
out (witness George Hockaday from Schenectady at the
Spring meet), Lets all get our models in good shape
and bring them to Albany and show these boys that
they are not the only ones who can build prize win-
ning models,

It has been reported that there is a consider-
able amount of "loot" for door prizes,etc, , to be
given to those attending.

As usual, Sunday morning will be devoted to the
Annual Meeting where the Region'!s business will be
discussed, plans made for the coming year and, most
important, the election of Directors. It is hoped
that a¢ many mMembers' as possible will attend -this
meeting and take active vart in the discussions and
voting.

Make plans now to attend the Fall 157 NER Con-
vention to be held in Albany, New York, October
12th and 13th,
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Riding behind this NYC 2-8-L feels just like
riding behind the prototype. Does a good job
hauling adults as well as youngsters,

Warner photo

THE DISPATCHER!'S TOWER

Once more the indoor season for
model railroading is fading, The ex-
pectation of wandering afield 1n
search of prototype railroading be-
gins to take control of our thoughts,
in fact, such excursions are already
taking place for many at this time,
It is this phase of the hobby which
frequently brings to light the of-
ten new and interesting features
which are generally hidden in out of
the way yards, branch lines, etc,

One has only to closely examine the more interesting
model roads to discover the basic charm made possible
by close attention to details, Someone's searching,
someone's discovery has resulted in these details,
both for himself and all those who wish to copy.
There is that odd switch-stand , that unusual water
tower, the quaint 'birdcage! station, a different
track pattern, etc, All these and many more have

had their origin somewhere on some railroad and &
good portion of the summer-time pleasure is in
searching this sort of interesting item, Naturally,
an ever handy camera is a true necessity. One does
not need an expensive model, but you do need one to
record that fleeting detail for next fall or winter,
Just get out of your car and walk, anywhere the rails
are to be found, Keep you eyes open and pass up
nothing which in any way may promise to be reward-
ing and/or interesting.

For some time I have been aware of growing dis-
satisfaction with the entries and judging of the
Regional model contests, These are closely allied,
each being subject to influence by the other, The
basic difficulty appears to have been the result of
the widespread acceptance of kits., Many produce eXx-
cellent models through the assembly of kits and the
subsequent finishing, True, some simply 'throw! them
together with rather dissapointing results, One is
interested in appearance while the other stresses
performance, Also, there is the super-detailed kit
model far beyond the limits of the manufacturer,
The'scratch! builder frequently resents the tkit
builder' and vice-versa, Frequently, and to the dis-
may of most of us, there are hard feelings occas-
sioned by some other person's interests, namely the
prototype vs., free lance, etc, These and other ques-
tions have come to be noticed more and more, The
general result has been that fewer members have been
willing to exhibit their models and place them in a
contest, As a result of the lesser number of entries,
the judges have found their task more difficult and
the basic purpose of the model contests has suffered
considerably, Too many classes and the scarcity of
entries often leave the judges with one or two en-
tries in any one class, Also, too many classes call
for many prizes which the local convention commit-
tee frequently cannot afford at the present package
prices, More dissatisfetion} Do you, as members of
the Region, have any answers? Thls problem 1s now
before the Convention Co-ordinator and will soon be
placed before the Directors of N.E.R.

Now that school is out, you will soon be on
your way for the summer vacation with the wife and
children, My good wishes go with you and may you en-
joy your activities to the utmost. Don't forget the
yearbook, It has so often proven the answer to that
rainy evening with nothing to do,

JAMHS E, SEE, President

L]

Operation of the miniature railroad at a model
engineering exhibition in London, England, was
brought to a halt when the nine junior railwaymen
employed on it went on strike for an hour and &
half each day to see the other exhibits,

HONTREAL STAR
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THE HOSTLER- SEZ:

No doubt you have noticed that the size of
the print on this page is larger than usual, We
are doing this as an experiment, in response to
letters received by me in regard to the small
print in the final stage of the Coupler,

Perhaps an explanation of the printing pro-
cess used in publishing the Coupler might help.
When the copy 1s recelved by me, or the editor,
and after it 1s gone over for errors in spel-
ling, punctuation end phrasing, it is retyped,
using a standard typewriter with Pica type-face,
The columns are set for 50-pica meximum width,
After the copy is retyped the finished columns
are pasted to posterboards measuring 14" x 17",
Then it goes to the printer who makes up the
finished edition through the photo offset pro-
cess, In this type of printing the printer pho=-
tographs the paste-up boards and with the re-
sulting negatives reduces the printed matter
1/3rd, or from the 14" x 17" to 83" x 117,
hence the "small print" in the mailed edition,
This process is, by far, the cheapest, Not only
in the case of printed matter is the cost kept
down, but also for the use of pictures as only
half-tones, not full cuts, have to be made.
Through this process we can use more pictures
with only a slight increase in cost, That ,
basically, is how the Coupler 1is published,

Now, several members have written complain-
ing about the "small print", The only way to
alleviate this problem is to use smaller paste-
up boards, narrower columns and,.of course,
shorter columns, This page was pasted on a 13"
x 16" board with a column width of L5-pica,

With the amount of material now being
printed in the Coupler, this could, and prob-
ably would, easily enlarge the magazine to 16
pages, or, conceivably, 20 pages, the edition
having to be printed with the pages in multiples
of li, Should the Coupler change to this format,
naturally the printing costs would go up, which
in turn might cause an increase in annual dues,

This change in format was discussed with the
Direetors in Springfield with the declsion be-
ing to try this one page and let the members
decide, Therefore, we would like YOU the mem-
bers to compare this page with the others for
readability, then drop me a postcard stating
your feelings on this matter, If we can get op=-
inions from most of the members of the Region,
then we can take action at the Fall Convention,
The cards you send in will in no way be used as
ballots, but rather as a gulde of feeling on
the question and aiding me in deciding whether
to bring the idea to the convention floor, and
if so, in presenting my case, or continuing
with the seame size print, So PLEASE send me a
card with your opinion::Should the Coupler re-
vise its format for this size print, or con-
tinue with the one that is now in use? This is
your paper end it is the aim of the Editor and
the Directors to publish it, within limits, as
you desire, so once again, let!s hear from you
on this matter,

Vacation time again, Time for cameras, film,
tape measures, pads and pencils for those trips
looking for interesting railroad structures,
etc,, to look over and mark down for next fall
and winter's projects, An other. interesting de=-
vise to carry is what I call a "poor man's tran-
sit", It consists of a level, protractor and 12"
ruler, This gadget, along with a little trigo=-
nometry, will find elevations of structures
with ease, The "transit" (see Fig.l,) can ‘be
made using a cheap (5 & 10) level to which a
protractor is secured, Be sure that the center
line on the protractor base lines up with the
center of the level bubble, also that the base
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of the protractor is parallel with the level
base, Next, clamp the ruler over the protract-
or so that the straight edge is even with the

0 - 180 marks and the 6" mark on center, Drill
through the ruler into the level at the 6" mark
and secure with a round head screw, drawing it
up snmug, but not tight,

Now let'!s put the transit to work, Say that
you are going to take a picture of a coaling
station....set up the tripod, then measure the
distance from the coaling station to the point
where the picture was taken, Put the transit on
the pripod pan-head making sure that the bubble
is center, Now sight along the straight edge of
the ruler to the top , or any other point, of
the structure, jotting down the angle of eleva-
tion from the protractor, By using the follow=-
ing formula (see Fig.,2.) the height of the
structure can be found and with this one dime
ension known it will be easy to find any other
dimensions needed to build the structure, Be
sure to subtract the height of the tripod from
the final figure to get the correct elevation,

a
Tan A = -
b
B
Tan A = a s
7
c
- ]
b = 200 /// !
A= 40° (0,8391) -
[8)
a = 200 x 0,8391 A0
b (20010)
a = 167,81

Figees

While traipsing around yards and other in-
stallations don't forget the saftey factor,
Keep away from moving trains and be careful
when crossing tracks,

Have a good summer and perhaps we can ex-
pect some pictures from you,

CHUCK OGREN, Editor

Youngsters enjoy ride .ehind live
steam loco during Spring 157 meet,



FLAGSTOP ON THE TUXEDO JUNCTION

Quite often I've been asked Just "who" is the
Tuxedo Junction, So let me introduce you to the gang.
We have what I belleve 1s the ideal setup wherein
a group of fellows meet once a week and help on the
construction of a slowly growing HO empire -~= and
yet who are building, or will soon build, layouts
of their own, The TJ is not a club, No officers, No
dues, But in many respects, 1t could not exist as
it does today, with out the confabs, arguements,
end pots of coffee it always takes to build a layout,

First, there's Ernie Huebner, Our assoclation
goes back to the days of the Manhattan Beach and
his black El Fumo cigars which used to near suffo-
cate me when we were building his 0 gauge road. He
has just moved into a new house, with a L0 ft, base-
ment, and plans a bigger and better Manhattan Beach,
It will be 2-rail, too, you HO guys, Then there's
Phil Daniels, who 1s an electrical engineer by pro-
fession and what he cant't do with a track circuit
is anybody's guess, He, also, will be in his own
home one of these days and you can be sure 1t will
have space for a good-sized railroad, Art Hendry
pops in regularly from up Armonk way where he has a
jewel of a lf x 8 layout called the Byram Valley Line,
Finally, there's Mel Mathewson and his father, Ed,
who are near nelghbors, They are making good pro-
gress on & point-to-point road that operates under
the flag The Pioneer Valley,.

One of the advantages of working with a group
of model rails is that you get divergent viewpolnts
that keep you out of a rut, Teke train control, for
instance, That can be a subject of wide debate or
none at all, Ordinarily most non-railroaders think
of model railroading as simply turning a knob and
letting trains scoot around the track, Many layouts
usually begin that way, but from there on in things
can get quite complicated,

Mel is building four control towers with each
tied into the other, so that the individual oper-
ators can send a train over the entire line, Yep,
hetll haveto wire up four times, Also he!ll have
wayside block signals, but they won'!'t govern train
operation, In other words, an operator can run
through a block if he's not careful, This puts the
operator in the position of an engineer --- remot-
ely running his engine in the engine cab, Phil has
someThing éimx‘eng In mind, He w have plug-in
jacks with a remote control box so that he can walk
around the room, running the train as he goes, This
puts him in the position of an engineer --- runni
his engine in the engine cab and traveling with ___I%.
While %Ee TJ will have block signals EHE% govern
train control, When the yellow signal goes red the
train stops, proceeds slowly on yellow, and rolls
per schedule on the green board, This puts the op-
erator in the position of a dispatcher --- routi
trains automatically over the road but depending on
an (Imagined) engineer in the cab,

Awhile back I called attention to the superior-
ity of variable transformers as against ordinary
rheostats in an article in "Model Railroader",
Shortly thereafter I got a letter from the editor
of the magazine which said they were literally
swamped with inquiries, The news, to put it mildly,
created a stir, And not long after that I was delug-
ed with mail, Every letter wanted to know how much,
and where they could be bought,

Surprisingly enou%h, all this seemed to polnt
up the fact that model rails were vitally interest-
ed in improved train operation, A tremendous step
had already been ftaken in this direction during the
war when HO motors were changed over from 6 to 12
volts, So while we now had mechs that could now de-
liver the performance, things sort of fell apart in
the way power was delivered to them, And the rheo~
stat proved to be the bottleneck, Frankly, the ver-
iable transformer is nothing new, While primarily
used for lab or experimental work, a few model ralls
had long since discovered them, But they weren't
talking; they didn't spread the news, Yet, you cantt
keep something good under wraps forever, Now that
the New York Society of Model Engineers are instal-
ling v.t'8, (s0ld under the trade names Varlac and
powerstats) on their new O gauge layout, I do know
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the electrical commlittee gave them the "works" be-
fore Junking their big investment in rheostats,

As soon as I tried out a Powerstat on the TJ
and sampled its amazing power characteristics and
the smooth, vernier-like contrel I immediately
latched onto half a dozen more --- together with
DC rectifiers, For unlike the routine rheostat power
hookup, you need a separate rectifier with every v.t.
at each division or power source (yards, brach lines,
etc. ), This is because power is fed to the rails
directly from the rectifier (when using the v.t.)
instead of the rheostat (as when using a rheostat),
Note Fig.l. Apart from the superiority of the v,t,
you can readily see that the rectifiers are not al-
ways working under full load, Their voltage varies
with the output being sent to the tracks and thus
you're assured longer rectifier life, By changing
over to v.t. control I found it necessary to re-
bulld the main control panel, Which brings us a-
round to what I wanted to discuss in the first place
--- "pushbutton reversing",

FlG.1

TOGGLE

TRACK TRACK

RHEOQSTAT CONT-

Practically every pike owner has his own ldeas
as to the methods for reversing trains, And among
the various devices used are knobs, switches, tog-
gles, two-way rheostats that trip a toggle (as found
in commercial packs), and pushbuttons, We installed
the latter as they are easier to operate physically,
and when tied in with a stick relay --- give us
visible Traffic Direction Indication by means of
small pjlot lights, Push a button and the EASTBOUND

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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light goes on, Push the other button and the WEST-
BOUND does the same, Simple, effective. And it gives

your board & professional touch.

Inasmuch as a stick relay
is the heart of thIs hook-up
and also serves as the Maglc
Brain for many other types of
control on the TJ, a little
explanation to the uninitiat-

ed might be useful here, As
the name implies, a stick re-
lay is one which keeps a cir-
cuit either open or closed
when momentarily energized by
a pushbutton, Ordinary relays
must be constantly energized
otherwise they wigl spring
back to position, This can be
accomplished by a separate set
of "kiss" contacts which carry
the energizing current, but it
calls for extra contacts and
wiring, Then there is the gen-
uine stick relay which is ex=
pensive and hard to obtain in
many areas, The solenoid-type
switch machine (which is used
here) is low in price, you
can get it at most hobby deal-
ers, and it performs as a
stick relay,

Phil developed the basic
arrangements of the switch
machine and relay contact
blades and are shown as thez
actually appear on a small "
ply panel in Fig.2, The throw
rod is a 3" pine square strip
that contains slots, cut half
way in, with a fine Zona ssw
and spaced to coincide with
the long "pusher" blades, See
Fige3. Thus the contacts are
opened or closed as the throw
rod is moved up or down by the
switch machine, A short metal
throw rod extends from the me-
chine and the wood extension
is fastened to it with a 2-56
machine screw, Two U-shaped
carpet staples hold the wood
rod in position and should be
allowed to move without any
friction, The relay blade cone
tacts, made by Pioneer, are
mounted in assemblies and
fastened to the panel with

|
|
| u
[ SWITCH z MACHINE —\[4"PLY PANEL
| /
1
l METAL THROW
{
|
' PILOT LIGHTS { ~ | W (5
: _A 1 o
O-12v.DC
: TRACK.
. POWER
i v ' /
' A . L
| TRACK POWER. - _ -__—I:
| . . = .
| msuen:_/
! BLADE
1 " — =" Puor
: SIGNAL m\aem{ Z { { . K\ K;P'jg:gl
1
I woop maow—/ ™~
| / I~ (2V.DC
] STAPLE. || SWTeH
b e e e L T ] - pMACH
OWER.
EAST WEST
Llakt LIGHT
PUSH
BUTTON

small angle brackets, The
switch machine 1s also mount-
ed with small wood screws,

Note that the 12volt DC
switch machine circuit is fed
through two pushbuttons, one
for EASTBOUND and the other
for WESTBOUND, I have shown
three relay blade assemblies.
The top 3-blade set operates
the pilot lights and should
light the bulb over the push-
button you press. The next 6
blade set reverses track pow=
er and the two feeders go to
track busses under the layout,
The bottom 3-blade set is in-
dicated as YSignal Trigger".

This is used only if you
wish to incorporate automatic
block signal control, one that
for my money, has all those
faney track detection circuits
backed off the map, It's easy
to install, foolproof (dirty
track wontt affect it) and in-
expensive, And it gives you
two-way operation of trains on
The same track, 1'll tackle
this™Tor Jou In the next issue,

GEORGE ALLEN
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