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THE DISPATCHER'S TOWER,

The Dispatcher has been rather tied up this Summer
and unable to attend to as many of his offilcial
chores as he would like to. The Fall Convention is
in capable hands,and if 1t is as successful as the
one we enjoyed at Montreal, there's nothing to be
worried about. It is unfortunate that the COUPLER
had to be so late last issue, and this one can not
be ready on time either. Reminds me of the Malne
Central freight extra that had been bucking the
howling blizzard all night long, & the Dispatcher
asked him to explain the reason for the delay. The
0ld engineer was half frozen, worried to death ab-
out the weather and the conditlon of his engine, &
in no mood for any explaining. "Give me a piece of
paper" he said,"and I will tell that DS something'
This is what he wrote:- '

The snow was deep, the wind did blow,

The train was heavy and hard to tow,

The coal was poor, the steam was low,

The rail was bad, the engine slow,

01d 98 is twenty years out of date,

Them's the reasons the train was late.
That's all for this trip; let's hang out the marker
lights and be on our wWay......WAYNE A, ROUNDY, Pres.

FUTURE CONVENTIONS,

We are anxious to obtaln a spread for some of our
coming Regional conventions. Several promlsing lo-
cations have been mentioned. Among them are Albany
'N,Y., Binghamton, N,Y., Glens Falls N.,Y., Concord,
N.H.,, Pittsfield, Mass, and Brattleboro, Vt. Mem-
bers residing in the vieinity of these locations
should contact Convention Co-ordinator Jim See, #1
Orchard Drive, White Plains, N.Y,

Incidentally, Mrs. See has been anxious to learn
what kind of activities the ladles prefer when at
our affairs.How about some of you fellows quizzing
your wives on this subject, and letiing her know?
We could do a lot along these lines 1if we can get
the reaction of the ladies to 1t.

THE GOLDEN SPIKE.

When our hobby group was smaller,

In the days before a dollar

Would buy more than just a quarter
Pound of spikes;

The rugged model ploneers,
In spite of many friendly jeers,
Began to plan and build

Thelr model pikes;

Though kits and parts were lacking,
They must have started hacklng
Out their scale equipment, from
Whatever they could find;

If their work was rough and ready,
St1ll they kept on sure and steady
With a dream of model railroads

In their mind;

So we already know your action,
Since you now have joined that faction
0f those whose hobby habits

Seemed so queer;

But now the ice is broken,

You can come right out in the open

And invite in all your friends
From far and near;

But before you think of quitting,

It is only meet and fitting

That you keep up with old tradition
On your Pike;

So, choose fanfare and publicity,
Or a ceremony with simplicity,
But complete your First Division
With the Golden Spike.

PORTSMOUTH, R.I. MODEL R.R. CLUB.

BIBLES ON TRAIRS.

01d time trains in Vermont used to have nice shiny
brass bible holders in each coach,There was a good
reason too. Prior to 1888 no treins were permitted
to run on Sundays, but the pressure was on, and in
that year the Legislature passed a law permitting
"the running on a railroad of such through trains
on Sunday as, in the opinion of the Board, the pub-
1ic necessity and convenience may require, having
regard to the observance of the day.” The Vermont
railroaders made sure that those passengers who
wanted to would be able to observe the day by read-
ing their bibles while traveling on the Sabbath.

THE THIRSTY RAILROAD.

Mr. R.J.S. Robertson of Syracuse, N,Y¥, announces
that at a joint meeting of the Boards of Directors
of the Martini & Manhattan R.R.and the Scotch and

Water Central R.R.(both of which consist of him in
person), it was decided to merge these two great
rallroads into one vast empire, to be known as THE
MARTINI, MANHATTAN, SCOTCH & WATER CENTRAL SYSTENM.
Its motto will be "Ship & Travel the Over-&-Under
Bar Way", and remember that i1t's the service that
counts, not the cost. New services avallable ares-

1. Complete slow & fast freight (mostly slow),

2, First Class passenger services (VIP's only).

3. Second Class passenger service (normal).

L, Third class passenger service (for ratlfans).
5, Complete servicing facilitles (for the thirst).
. Complete overhaul facilities (for hangovers).
Coffee served at all times (if available).
Alcoholic beverages (for pass holders only).

. No job too big or too small (if she's a blonde).
10. We carry anything (except mother in laws).

Stop In for a visit if you are a friend, stock-
holder, relative, or prospective customer of the
road. Open evenings. 200 Lynch Ave, Syracuse, N.Y.
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THE HOSTLER SEZ:

Here we are fast approaching another convention
time, and it seems like we just returned from Mon-
treal a few days ago. That's the way these affairs
stay in your mind. You have so good a time that it
1s a shame to have them end. In the course of the
vears you develop a series of fond memories, and a
host of friends as well. Looking back, we find an
outstanding event remains in mind from each meet,
and we take the recollection home with us to hold
and remember. And to each new meeting we bring an
enthusiasm and anticipation of still another item
to be placed in that storehouse of memories. That
1s the way we anticipate it will be this Fall when
we get together agaln at White Plains, and again
at Rockville Centre, Morrisville, and Trenton. Its
a great deal of work, arranging for a convention,
but a job well done is its own reward. At the same
time, 1t never hurts to drop a letter of apprec-
lation to the fellows who worked the thing out.

Model railroading is fun in other ways too. There
1s a great deal of pleasure in building all of the
things that go into a pike. There is a lot in the
fun of planning it, and watching it grow. You get
a feeling of accomplishment in working out all the
detalls, and clearing up the "bugs" which get into
the works. Then too there is the pleasure of oper-
ating the trains, and working out a schedule, and
having friends come in to lend a hand. :

In the U.S,A.we sometimes forget how fortunate we
are, in the endless selection of kits, parts, and
materials available to us, Look into the hobby
shops, and see the unlimited variety. Sometimes we
wonder how a business, established just to afford
us pleasure, can meke a living., In most other coun-
tries they'd starve to death., Our members in Aust-
ralias are obliged to bulld practically everything
from scratch. They can secure a few things off the
British trade, but the duty on U.S.items runs from
50 to 90%, which prices the things out of the mar-
ket., Then too we should consider the tremendous
improvement made in all kinds of items during the
past 10 years. The great improvement of detall, as
well as ease of construction., The better finish, &
completeness of parts. From a part-time activity,
the hobby has grown to a full-fledged business,and
we are the ones who get the benefits from that.The
merchant who has produced a good product has sur-

vived, and the one who has not 18 gone. There is
competition for our buslness, and out of this come
additional Improvements.We are indeed fortunate in
having all these benefits., Model rallroading is a
growing hobby. Let's help i1t grow, and be a part
of it, and participate whole-heartedly in 1t, That
is the way YOU will get the best out of it. These
are my parting thoughts as I retire as your editor

STAN BRADLEY

ARE WE TRULY NATIONAL?

‘Years ago when NMRA was first organized by a group

of model rallroaders, they had no idea as to the
extent to which it was golng to grow. In looking
around for a name, the National Model RR Assn. was
quite descriptive of 1ts objectives, and so that
name was chosen.Our organization has now burst its
bounds, and the term NATIONAL is no longer applic-
able.We have members and groups'all over the world
all of whom come under our charter and who pay the
regular dues to us. Many of them seem to feel that
they are giving us something, and not getting back
an equivalent value, because of the distance, the
monetary exchange, and the lack of many of the
model equipment items that we take more or lessfor
granted. They feel too that ours is an INTERNATION-
AL organization, and that 1t should properly be
named and set up as such.

There can be no doubt about the fact that the name
can quite properly be changed to THE INTERNATIONAL
MODEL RATLROAD ASSOCIATION. Perhaps a branch off-
ice, somewheres in Europe, to handle foreign dues
and to clear. materials to members living outside
of the Americas, would make them feel as though
they had more of a hand in the activities of the
organization, and result in a substantial increase
in interest and memberghip. This is a matter which
would seem to warrant serious consideration.
STAN BRADLEY

REPORT FROM THE ROUNDHOUSE,

There are approximately 1875 NMRA members in our
Region, and of those, 453 are signed up in the NER
which is slightly better than we had during 1953.
There is a liklihood of perhaps 20 more renewals,
plus a few more new members at the Conventlon., In
June the Treasurer sent out involces to unrenewed
members, and that produced some results.

Of the numerous districts
the Region for promotional work, the Westchester
area has made the best improvement, due primarily
to the hard work of Kim Salmon. He 1s to be comp-
limented on this fine job.

we have designated in

A great deal of credit goes to the many volunteers
for their mailling and printing jobs, because 1f it
were a Region expense, our treasury would not be
able to stand it. As Chairman I want to express my
appreciation for their help.At the annual business
meeting there will be a short and graphic account
of this year's activities, and of the promotional
plans for 1955, ED SAFFORD, Vice-Pres.

REGIONAL BOUNDARIES,

Every so often members get into a hassel over the
location of boundary lines, or somebody wants to
change his particular location from one Region to
another. There is no particular harm in that, for
we all have our preferences. I do however question
what difference 1t makes where the exact boundary
line is located. There is nothing to prevent you
from belonging to the Reglon of your preference,
regardless of where you actually live.You can also
attend any of the Reglonal conventions or meetings
that you wish, and there is nothing requiring you
to affilliate with the Region within whose bounds
your home happens to be located. Many NMRA members
belong to more than one Region,many belong to none,
and still other Region members do not belong tothe
NMRA. There 18 a lot of red tape and paper work in
making boundary changes, and it does not make any
sense to me to fool around with it. GERRY CURTIS,
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THE FAN TRIP. THE FALL CONVENTION.

The fan trip at this Convention will be a ride on Qur Fall Convention at White Plains N.Y.ls all set
the PUTNAM R.R., one of the most interesting, and and ready to go. The Commlttee has malled a compl-
romantic little roads. in the entire area. Origin- etely detalled news bulletin to every NMRA member
ally bullt as a competing line for the Boston and in the area, so there's no need to go into details
New England business, it was quickly gobbled up by here. The usual program has been varied a bit to
the Harlem,and became a part of the NYCentral sys-  gchedule the banquet on Sat. and model club visits
tem, It is truly a pike from yesteryear, with its . on Sunday. The principal thing is to get reservat-
1ight rail, small trains & informal operation. It ions in early, so that the committee will know how
meanders up the pleasant Taconic velley, leaving they stand. Send reservation checks to the Treas.,
the main 1ine at High Bridge, and from there i1t is George D. Barclay, 141 E. Lincoln Ave, Mt. Vernon,
"on its own". There are but few towns, and most of y,y, The cost, ineluding registration, fan trip,
the stops consist merely of a resilroad station and banquet, and breakfast, is $g.50 (1adles $7.50)and
a couple of buildings. One wonders where the busi- yell worth it. Make checks payable to NER Fall Com-
ness comes from, and in truth, there doesn't seem yention Committee and send them in NOW!
to be very much of it.

Make your hotel reservations %izggglz with ROGER
Our special will leave Ardsley station, part way SMITH HOTEL, White ains, N.¥Y, ngle rooms are
up the line, and will make its way lelsurely along $4,75 up and doubles 6.75 up. The committee cen't
through some of the most pleasant scenery you Will take care of the hotel end of it-do that yourself.
find anywhere. WASHINGTON IRVING country- THE HEAD- Herewith 1s a map of downtown to show you parking
LESS HORSEMAN OF SLEEPY HOLLOW- the land of the facilities and other points of interest.
PATROONS in COLONIAL DAYS- the great LAKE REGION
of Westchester and Putnam Countlies. The Station at White Plalns is very well located for interesting
Kitchawan is to my mind a typical small railroad activities, and for the ladies too. There is no
depot as you'll ever find,and is extremely subject dount about having a wonderful time, and you will
to model purposes. You'd do well to look 1t over & all enjoy it to the utmost. Here's the programs -

get a few photos for future reference.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th.

The small yard at Yorktown Heights 1s extremelz
plcturesque, and in its heyday you'd always see 9 AM to 1 PM Registration at the hotel.
or 5 ten-wheelers of the 1200 class percolating : Directors Meeting.
there. Things are different now that the diesels
have tsken over. The old Armstrong turntable is 2 PM to 5 PM Fan trip, on the PUTNAM.
weed grown, the facilities are disused, and the
trains now tie up at Brewster, where is a junction 7 PM Convention banquet.
with the Harlem's main line.
8:30 PM Clinics, panel discussion
You'ss enjoy this trip, and we'll enjoy having you
take it. DON'T MISS THIS EXPERIENCE. 9 PM Drawbar pull contest

- 10 PM Auction sale
SUNDAY, SEPREMBER 26th.

9 AM Reglstration.
10 AM Breakfast & business meeting.
12 Noon Ad journment.

HAMILTON

& after
o M

x|

Visits to model clubs.
: K/

_ Mothodist

STREET

FRANKLIN AVENUE.

Ample Parking aiso on
.4 West Post Road,

Mamaroneck Ave.and
Central Ave. at rear

PUBLIC
S
PARKING

PUBLISHED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE

<«CROMWELL PL

RCE
Privately Operated City owned and M
etered
5¢ per hour 1 [—%

neistion
cs‘cvt“" 8149 nub drawn by

oger May 1953

3






