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THE DISPATCHERS TOWER,

Lots of happenings since our last meeting. First &
foremost was the NMRA Trustees Meeting at Cleve-
land on Jan. 16, attended by several NER members.
We discussed progress of the promotion program,
duties of the three Veeps, the Year Book (slightly
larger this year), reports of Chicago & Baltimore
Natfl Convention Committees, the Coupler Committee
report, and many other things in the works.

This will be the first year we vote on 3 VicePres.
It should serve to bring the National closer to
the Regions, as there will be one edch from East,
Central, and West. The ballot will also contain a
set of questions as to where the members desire to
have the Coupler Committee devote its talent. All
members are urged to vote on this, and to read the
story elsewhere in this issue as to what the cont-
roversy is all about.

The NMRA was so pleased with our NER banner that
it has ordered a similar one. Our Region 1s still
setting the pace! We have a suggestion that a life
membership plan be instituted in NER at $20.00, to
be payable in a lump sum.We must remember that our
Sec-Treas. is only a volunteer, and we cant burden
him with the problem of collecting in installments.

We have a tentative bid from Mid Eastern Region to
have a joint convention at Trenton N.J.in the Spr-:
ing of 1956. 1In view of the cordial relationships!
with our neighboring -Reglons, and the pleasant one
we had last year with NFR at Syracuse, we ought to
give the proposal due consideration.

The NMRA is reviewing Regional boundries, and Paul
Mallery represents NER on this detail. Any sugges-
tions as to changes, or areas desiring to get into
or out of NER, should ¢ontact Paul at once.

I do not, as President, have the authority to est-
ablish the editorial policy of the COUPLER, but I
read many other regional publications (some good &
some poor); and there is no question but that ours
stands right at the top. By scanning these columns
you can see that our membership's well represented
and it is my hope that more and more of you will
participate in its content by sending in your item.
Only in that way can it be truly representative.

See you in Montreal on May 15th--- ALL OF YOU!
WAYNE A, ROUNDY, Pres.

RATLROAD PHOTO ALBUMS,

The popular RAILROAD PHOTO ALBUMS have been taken

over by Penn Publications, publishers of R.R,MODEL
CRAFTSMAN. Two new enlarged editions are now av=-:
ailable, the 0-4-0 and the 2-6-0, on glossy paper,

with greatly improved reproduction and rendition.

Many of the phatos are very rare. . Each album con-

tains a short history of the loco type covered. It |
is an excellent buy at 69¢. THE EDITOR.

BEEN ON THE CHOLLY SO LONG.

On a Sunday mornin' it began to rain,

Round the curve sped a passenger train,

In the cab lay poor Casey Jones,

He's a good englneer, but he's dead and gone,
Dead and gone, dead and gone,

Kaze he's been on the Cholly so long.

Casey Jones was a good engineer,

Told his fireman to have no fear,

"A11l T want's some water and coal-

Peep out de cab an! see de drivers roll."
De drivers roll, de drivers roll,

Kaze they been on the Cholly so long.

When we Eot within a mile of de place,
0l1ld No. stared us right in de face,
Conductor pulled his watch and said,

"We might make 1t, but we'll all be dead."
All be dead, all be dead,

Kaze we've been on the Colly so long.

Oh, aint it a pity, and alnt 1t a shame,

A six-wheel driver had to bear de blame?
Some were crippled and some were lame,

And a six-wheel driver had to bear de blame.
Bear de blame, bear de blame,

Kaze it's been on the Cholly so long.

When Casey's wife heard that he was dead,
She was in de kitchen, makin'! up de bread,
Says, "Go to bed, chillun, hol! yo' breath,
Yo' all get a pension at yo! daddy's death,"
Yo' daddy's death, yo! daddy's death,

Kaze he's been on the Cholly so long.

The 0ld Man's daughter said before she died,
"Fix de blinds so de bums can't ride,

If ride they must, let 'em ride de rods,

An' put their trust in the hands of de Gods."
Hands of de Gods, hands of de Gods,

Kaze they've rode on the Cholly so long.

Hurry up, engilne- hurry up, train,

Missy gwine ride o'er de road again,

Swift as lightnin' and smooth as glass,

Take off yo! hat when de train goes past.

Train goes past, train goes past,

Kaze it's been on the Cholly so long.
TREASURY OF RAILROAD FOIKLORE,
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HINT OF THE MONTH,

Doll up your right of way by the use of flgures
doing track repalr work or other chores along the
road; or even a couple of hoboes sitting in a Jjun-
gle at the edge of the freight yard. Several old
cars without trucks, dirty and dilapidated, can be
overturned at the bottom of a ravine, to represent
an old wreck. A temporary structure such as cribb-
ing under one end of a bridge, or placing of piles

. alongside of new maintenance work;- all add life

to the scenery and give it a "going" appearance.
1 BSME SWITCHER,
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GET YOUR DUES PAID

THE HOSTLER ‘SBZ:

Things have been quiet on the model railroad front
the past few months.The Coupler Committee has been
making good strides forward in its projeat of dev~
eloping a good universal coupler, and h8s come up
with answers to all questions leveled at its wor k.,
We have seen & number of experimental designs made
up into actual working couplers, each of whiech has
undergone extensive testing and refinement. Each
one has shown increasing promise, and several mari- |
ufacturers have indicated interest with suggestion |
and comments. We feel it safe to say that NMRA is |
not far away from & working coupler that should be |
most acceptable to the membership.

The question of change in HO narrow gage standards |
has been drawing considerable fire, and should be |
settled one way or another before it discourages.
everyone out of the gage. Standards changes has al-
ways been a bugaboo, and your Hostler feels that |
ongé established,they should not be altered unless |
and until the necessity for them has been definite-
ly established, and that they will result in impr- |
oved operation. We are not at all convinced of it
in the present instance. |

Increased use of plastics in model kits has caused
oconsiderable discussion, but it appears to be main<
ly academic. The manufacturers are going to keep |
producing items which sell, and the prefabricated
super-detailed kits are outselling the older type
of "hard-work" kits by such a wide margin that the |
answer is obvious.There is plenty of room for both|
on the hobby market.

A great deal of preparation has gone into the Spr-
ing Convention at Montreal, and we are looking to
it with considerable anticipation. Most of the N.Y.
area folks are going by train, as the rate is rea-
sonable, and the drive by car is a long one. lMake
your reservation now while there's still time.

Ia traveling about the Region these past 6 months,
I have observed renewed asctivity on the part of
many model rails who've been more or less dormant
lately. Club activities are on the up-swing too.
Perhaps the high tempo of the past decade is eas-
ing off a bit, giving us a little time to devote
to our hobby instead of running our heads off in
trying to make a living. The trouble with a lot of
us is, that we don't know how to relax and enjoy

oursevles any more. We never "have time" for any-
thing. The dealers have a great many mnew things
that help to make our layouts the kind of a pike
that we'd like to have, and a large amount of our
time is no longer required to build them. There's
quite & difference betwsen "scratch-building” and
"agsembling”™, but for many of us who have neither
the facilities or ability for the former type of
workmanship, the latter offers boundless opportun-
ity to build and operate the railroad empire that
we like to visualize but so seldom achieve.

I've discovered another thing too. Most of the so-
called "lone-wolves" are such only because no one
bothers to visit them. This is due partly  to the
fact that they "hide their light under a bushel™ &
we don't know about theme Many times it's our own
fault too, in that we do not try and seek them out
They usually are surprisingly pleased when you
phone and ask permission to drop in and see their
layout. How about.getting a few fellows together &
make a practice of visiting a different pike in
your vicinity once a month? It makes for a good
fellowship, and gives you soms ideas too. Remember
ong thing though- refrain from oriticisms unless
they are requested--- we 8ll like to have our work
admired rather than knocked! STAN BRADLEY

THE SWITCH SHANTY,

The membership situation is not going well! We are
almost 100 behind this date of last year. What is
the reason? We have added new activitles and bene-
fits,. and have more than ever to offer you. The
volunteer committee 1s again sending out notices,
but we can't understand why it is necessary for us
to remind you about your renewals. Mailing costs
money and the men are laying that out of their own
pockets. I urge all delinquent members to sign up.

24 of our original charter members do not have the
renewals in as yet. The following have ranewed:-

Clark A. Benson, E.R. Campbell, Harold I. Clark,
Bruce Coughlin, T,J, Dumair, Henry P. Eighmey,
Betty Eighmey, Len Estes, Frank Hayner, Allen Haz-
en, Watson House, Irwin Lloyd, Joseph Masterbone,

‘ Carl Netter, H.C., Page, Don Pierce, Ivon Preble,

Herb Ruddock, Ed Safford, Clarence Steinberger,
Bob Sweetser, Harry Towers, and Bon Walsh. Those
others who faill to renew will lose thelr status.

When I say "volunteer mailing" I mean this:- Four
men get form letters made up, which I send to ten
or 15 others, along with a 1list of persons to be
contacted. They provide the envelopes and stamps,
and tend to the mailing. The following have been
especially faithful, and I want to commend them in
ro uncertain language:

Raymond Snow, Syracuse N,Y,

Willis Livingston, Endicott, N.Y.
Stanley Hyslop, Schenectady, N.Y.
Edward Riche, Staten Island, N.Y,
Bruce Coughlin, New York N,Y,

Oscar Buhner, Brooklyn, N.Y,

George Brunjes, Glendale, N,Y,

Herb Ruddock, Amityville, N,Y,

James Vececia, Bronx, N.Y.

William Dietz, Bronx, N.Y,

Thomas K. Salmon, Yonkers, N,Y,

A, Q. Smith, Mt. Vernon, N.Y,
Charles Cole, Bloomfield, N.J, & his N,J. group.
James Mac Donald, East Hartford,. Conn.
Leonard Estes, Newport, R.I,

Paul Boivin Jr, Central Falls, R,I,
William Illig, Springfield, Mass.
Irving H. Clark, Worcester, Mass .
Robert Walsh, Wollaston, Mass,

Ivon Preble, Lynn, Mass.

Wayne Roundy, 0ld Orchard Beach, Me.

Hank Eighmey and I are working on a history of the
Region, which will be distributed to each member
in the near future, ED SAFFORD, Vice-Pres.
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PAINTING WITH A BRUSH.

Here are some hints on brush painting of models,if
you want to do a good realistic job with them:
FIRST STROKE.

K good paint Job can cover a lot of defects, but a
lot of paint won't cover up sloppy workmanship,and
poor paint will make the most carefully built mod-
el look shoddy. Before you start painting it after
you spent so much time and energy on construction,
give a little thought to preparation, and don't be
in a hurry with the painting.

SECOND STROKE,

Prime metal parts well before painting. Scrub them
in vinegar with an old tooth brush, then rinse in
HOT water, bathe them in carbon-tet, and dry well.
THIRD STROKE.

Good sanding is essential with wood parts. Finish
with finest sandpaper, and then use wood filler so
a real smooth paint job will be assured.

FOURTH STROKE.

K good weathered effect can be obtained by the use
of several coats of well thinned out paint,letting
each coat dry well before applying the next one.
FIFTH STROKE.,

To dirty up that box car or other equipment which
has seen considerable service, mix some coal dust
with alcohol. (No, stupid, don't drink it!) Turp-
entine will also do. Swab it on with a brush at
the places where the cars get dirtiest- ladders,
roof walks, ribs, trucks, underbody, etc.

SIXTH STROKE,

0Id equipment, dirtied up, and with trucks removed
can be set on concrete or brick foundation, making
excellent yard and wayside structures.

SEVENTH STROKE,

Concrete 1s a distinctive color, and if the Job 1is
to be convincing at all,it must be reproduced with
a certain amount of accuracy. To find it, begin
with flat white; adding to this a little Yellow
Ochre and a touch of black. Smear some on a plece
of wood and set it against real concrete. Keep on
adding until you get an effective match.

The BOOSTER, NMRA in Australia publication. '

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT MEET.

LAYOUT DESIGN- HOW & WHY, was the theme of the Win-
ter meeting of the District at Consolidated Edison
on Jan. 20th. The program began with a discussion |
of the principles of design by Thomas K. Salmon,
Pres, of Yonkers MR Club, His talk was illustrated
with color slides of their Greater Putnam RR. This
'was followed by a panel discussion between Salmon,
Bruce Coughlin of NYSME, and feature writer Chas.,
‘Small, with plenty of audience participation.

Harry L. Towers of Peekskill spoke on NMRA and dis-
cussed data and standards sheets which were proj-
ected on a large screen, Geo. Riesz of Bronx spoke
on RR transportation to the Convention (elsewhere
in this issue), Manuel W. Padin of Pelham Manor
presented the District Charter (first of its kind)
to Pres. Coughlin, James I, See of White Plains,
.our Region Convention Coordinator, reported on the
next Fall meeting in that City,featuring a fantrip
on the nostalgic 1little PUT (Putnam Div. NY Cent). |
The following men were elected as Directors:-
‘Roger G. Ramsdell, Jr. Rockville Centre N,Y., 2 yrs
.George W. Riesz, Bronx N,Y, 2 yrs.

Harry L. Towers, Peekskill N,Y, 2 yrs.

Thomas K. Salmon, Yonkers N,Y, 2 yrs,

Douglas C. Brown, Plainfield N.J, 1 yr.

‘Hold over Directors for the year are:-
Bruce Coughlin, New York, N,Y,

William Dietz, Bronx N.Y,

Manuel W, Padin, Pelham Manor N,Y,
James I. See, White Plains N,Y,

The following officers were selected by the Board
for the year 1954:- Coughlin, Pres.; Dietz, Vice-
Pres.; Salmon, Secretary; and George D. Barclay of
Mt. Vernon N.Y., Treasurer. T,K,SALMON, Sect'y.

‘“the other end.

. "stop that damned train"

(wife Betty answered the phone.
| "stop those d-d trains" as they wanted to

CONVENTION PROFIT.

The report from the Convention Committee is that

- the New Haven affair netted a profit of 3185.31.We

are not out +to make a profit - on our affairs, nor
do we want to lose money, but we generally seem to
end up with a smell losa. It is good to know thet
there is & little nest egg to take care of future
meetings, thenks to the able efforts of those at
the helm last Fall.

TRIBULATIONS OF A RAILROADER.

It was a dark night, and forms could be seen sneak-
ing from all directions into the darkened house.
The assembled multitude was there to enjoy a week-
ly TV program. They watched the picture and waited
expectantly. Then it happened! It jiggled and jou-
nged, blotting out all resemblance of the beautif-
ul blonde who & moment before had been giving with
"Dont Let the Stars Get in Your Eyes". It was more
than stars splashing into her optics at the time!

Ah-hah, chorused the gathering, making a mad rush
for the stairs, and gazing forth from the upper
windows into the attic of & house on the hill be-
low. "Yep, there it goes", said several. What went
was a train on the StonyClove Branch of the Ulster
& Delaware R.R.--the O gage line belonging to that
"fiend" Hank Righmey. The train orossed & trestle
in tront of the window, curved down into Phonicia,
and soon arrived sgain on the trestle. A gnashing
of teeth took place in the darkened bedroom as s
voice from below reported <that the television was
8 terrible mess.

Straight to the telepnhone they flew like a flash,
called a number, and soon heard Bighmey's voice on
"If you dont stop that railroad of
yours," said a voice in Hank's ear, "We'll come
over and stop it for you. We are all watching, and

We'll get an injunotion ‘- against your running that

railroad.... it's ruining our television program."

Hank went back on his heels at this turn of events,
thought & minute, and then politely asked if they
had any suggestions. Their only one was that he
, - He replied that watching
television was a hobby, and so was model railroad-
ing, but he would be happy to inquire as to what
might improve the condition-- however that fstrong
arm stuff"” would be met with equally strong oppos~-
ition, if that's wiat they wanted.

Several weeks of experimenting followed,with ideas
from eleatric company engineers,television service
men, and guesses from anyone who ventured one- all
to no aveil., True, some improvement resulted, but
experiments were costly, and the situation did not
remedy itself to any extent.

Then one night the irate neighbors called again, &
Demand was made to
see the
"fight on television."Betty exploded at that point
and with good reason. Hank wasnt even home, and a
light had been left on in the attic by mistake- no
trains were running!

There stands the sitvation. It's a cold war-- cold
when the neighbors meet us on the street, and yet
hot when they start sounding off. We are in a fri-
nge area where signals are weak, ang any electrie
motor will turn the picture into hash., Hank tries
to operate when it will create the lesst inter-
ference, but the only definite answer seems to be
running at 3 A.M. and enjoying himself while the
rest of the world is asleep. HANK BIGHMEY,

€]



E SHERBROKE <STesET
2z |
I
& TR N SIDE STREEST
e
= . G
- s H bl
ST. _ CATHERINE N ATREES T g__
o 3
L .‘l ’3 >
7| b " ¢ 2 b
ly 9 J CwRRT___Sv 4 _
4 E e ——— J s
CNPRESS ST vV ul 3 4 B
7 2
: & ¢ z ¢ 3 3
e 12 - p
oz o T 1
- S 5 o
5 2 3
RLHTES TR S REET o
: I
g 20 s @
13 2
SIDORNE W TREET 7
3 |2
=14
CAGAUCHETIERE  STREET
5 g
ST. ANTOINE STREET g
“
a g
3l 13 4 :‘:’:
3 = o
< A
2
ST, IAMES  SYRERET

y ik | | pareiwg

1.
2,
3.
beo
56
6o
Te
8.

. 9o T. Eaton coe

10,
1.,
12,
13,

' ll"'
15,
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Queen's Hotel (Convention H.Q.)
Canadian National Railways Central Station
Canadian Pacific Railways Windsor Station
Bus Terminal

St. James Cathedral
Sun Life Building
Trainatorium

Christ Church Cathedral

Robert Simpson Co. (SimpsoneSears)
Dominion Square Bullding

Dominion Square

Cenotaph (War Memorial)
Bonaventure Freight Sheds (C.N.R.)
Post Office Building

Bridge looking over approach to C.N.R. Stn.

17, 1.C.A.0. (Only U.N. Branch in Canada) i
18, Mount Royal Hotel
19, St. Georget!s Church
20, Laurentian Hotel
21, Windsor Hotel

22, Ritz Carleton Hotel

WITH HOSPITALITY TO ALL.

_ You have all read the story in a recent issue of

the BULLETIN, about hospitality at Conventions. At
each affair there are some folks who are attending

‘for the first time, &and are quite awkward & backe

ward about getting acquainted. They are easy to
8pot, as they are always found sitting along the
sidelines, obviously alone and unacquainted. Take
& minute to sit down and psss & few words with him
and if necessary, introduce him around & little...

Too often we are so engrossed in meeting our fri-

~ends that we fail to notice our new neighbors. It

rays off every time. Let's start doing it!
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