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Back in April I spoke to
a member (“George”)
who said to me, “Why
doesn’t the NER recog-
nize ___ (take your
pick) scale in the
Coupler?” He went on
to explain that his
group was involved in

a show that weekend and that he would
really like some recognition for the public
relations effort they put forth to promote
the hobby and also for his admittedly fine
modeling. I explained to him that I was not
even aware of the small show he was to
participate in but thanked him for letting
me know. That Saturday I was able to get
away for a couple of hours and went to the
show, spoke to a few people and took a few
pictures.

The NER is trying to facilitate the
announcement of model railroad events.
The Coupler has a ‘News and Events’ page
providing free publicity of upcoming
events. NMRA affiliated activities will
receive preferred placement, but all
remaining space is available to other
organizations on an as-available basis. An
events calendar is also planned to be a
major part of the revamped NER website.

Once people know of a model railroad
event, they can come to it. However, here is
where I perceive the main issue may be.
When you walk into the event are you wel-
comedand engaged in conversation? Do you
just walk around, view the modules and/or
displays, perhaps take a few photographs,
and then leave without having been made to
feel welcome? I know I have. I also know I
have been on the other side as well, trying to
keep the layout running, re-rail a train, etc.
When faced with the chance to interact with
a friend rather than a stranger, most of us
will choose the familiar face of a friend.

If we want to exhibit true hospitality we
must make a better effort to embrace and
welcome the stranger. Ask what he enjoys
rather than what we like. We must be open
minded enough to accept each person’s
skill and contribution. Our hobby is so
diverse that it offers “something for every-
one.” The flip side of that is that not every-
one will be interested in the same thing. 

Most importantly, we must all try to be
participants to the best of our abilities. George
wanted to know why he had not seen any-
thing in the Coupler regarding his participa-
tion in this small show or his modeling? I
tried to explain to him that no-one (George
included) had sent anything to the Editor for

publication. We are a group of volunteers
who also volunteer our time to write material
for the Coupler. Phil Monat is constantly on
the lookout for material to publish. Send your
story to Phil and his staff will try to help you
get it published. Then you will be able to see
in the Coupler your promotion of the hobby.

UPDATES
Web Site: The Web Site Committee (Mike

Roque, George Youst, Tom Wortmann, Bill
Brandt) are well along with development. I
expect the new site will be ready to debut on
or about August 1, 2007. I believe it will be
worth the wait.

Conventions: For those of you who did not
yet fill out and send in the convention ques-
tionaire, please go back to the last issue and
fill it out. Your input is needed if we are to
make the convention program more attractive
to the membership. The Fall Convention will
be held Oct. 18-21 in Albany, NY. The
Hudson-Berkshire Division is working hard
to provide an outstanding program for you.
Please review the Convention Registration
package in this issue and make your plans to
come to Albany.

Ken May
NER President

Although only about 35 responses were
received, I believe we can gain a fair prospec-
tive on what is on the minds of our members.
Surprisingly most said that cost was not very
important and that location is not a key factor
as long as it not too long a drive. Most did not
consider the banquet as an interesting activi-
ty; not because of cost per se, but more
because of the negative feedback on the
awards segment. High on the list of interest
were the clinics, auction, op sessions and lay-
out tours. Also mentioned often was the abil-
ity to socialize with other model railroaders.

The written comments were quite varied
reflecting individual needs. There were
some interesting observations about the
clinics—some did not think the clinicians
were good presenters. Some felt that a slide
show is not a clinic. Many wanted more
clinics on DCC (decoder installation, entry
level info and for others advanced DCC)
and more on scenery and operations ideas.
Clinics that do not emphasize “one hour in

one day in one year,” but practical ideas for
individual layouts said one person.

The above may be of help to the con-
vention planners. As an observer of the
responses and from many discussions with
others on the same topics reflected in the
questionnaire, I would offer the following
thoughts. First I would suggest a modifica-
tion of the banquet because it could
become a better part of the convention. Get
a good speaker who is not on the A list, but
rather a business person who was or is
involved in railroading, someone “interest-
ing” and not a politician. The clinicians
should be coached/advised to improve
their presentations and the convention
committee should pay more attention
beforehand to what they intend to present.
Not easy, but doable. 

The awards segment must be addressed;
eliminate them completely from the ban-
quet or do some radical surgery.  Keep in
mind that the majority of attendees are not

contest participants. The recognition of
those that excel at what they do is impor-
tant. Maybe briefly (very), but importantly,
recognize them at the banquet, but present
the details of the awards outside the ban-
quet. Make a check list of how many times
we hear the same speakers at our conven-
tions, or at other meeting etc. Get new tal-
ent. They’re out there. And remember, the
best pianists do not necessarily make the
best teachers.

So, three cheers to the NER board for
sending out a survey. It is easy to be criti-
cal. It ain’t so easy to change and meets the
needs of all of us. There is no right or
wrong. We just have to think more, adjust
here and there and not take a critical eye off
of what we do. Getting together for a once
a year convention in our area is something
to look forward to. Let’s hope that the feed-
back results in some change for the better. 

—Franklin B. Lang
NER Coupler Wordsmith

Convention questionnaire feedback

• TH E COU PLE R •  3 • I SSU E 227 •

NER President’s
Letter

Quarterly news and editorial commentary regarding the
goals and activities of the Northeastern Region NMRA, and
its member divisions. 

BY KEN MAY NER President

FROM THE EDITORS
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NER News and
Events

Schedule of model railroading events from around the
Northeastern Region. To have your event listed here (space
permitting), please contact Phil Monat, Editor.

COMPILED BY THE COUPLER STAFF

GREEN MOUNTAIN DIVISION
www.greenmountainnmra.com

The Green Mountain Division has roared
back to life after resting quietly over the last
few years.  Reinvigorated with newly elected
Superintendent Chris Carfaro heading a
fresh group of Board members, they are
hard at work planning a lively agenda of
events. Railfanning and photo trips and
hobby shop tours are planned, along with
members getting together to work on mod-
ules and home layouts. Members are also
working on modules for the Albany conven-
tion, consulting with each other on new
ideas and designs, and planning outreach
efforts such as workshops at local toy
stores in Richmond and Stargazer’s Gifts.
Visit at www.greenmountainnmra.org, or
phone Chris (802) 434-7667.

Division Meeting Schedule will be
September 16, 2007, and November 4,
2007. All meetings are held at the
Richmond, VT Elementary School. Check
the web site for updates and more informa-
tion  For more info contact Chris.

GARDEN STATE DIVISION
www.trainweb.org/nergsd

October 27: The Garden State Division is
scheduling our Fall meeting in conjunction
with the New York Society of Model
Engineer’s (NYSoME) Fall All-Scale Swap
meet to be held on Saturday, October 27,
2007 in St. Joseph’s RC School, East
Rutherford, New Jersey. Their swap meet
starts at 9 am and our GSD meet will start
at noon. This will be the GSD’s first meet
held in conjunction with the NYSoME’s
annual swap meet. The GSD will have our
usual agenda of Clinics and Modeling
Judging. 

The Division is also setting up a rolling
meet to 10 home layouts and clubs in late
August/early September, hosted by the
New Jersey Model Railway Club.  This will
include a barbeque at their location, exact
date to be posted on the division’s web site
www.trainweb.org/nergsd/upcomingevents

The GSD Division is also starting a youth
program that will also be posted on their
web site – they plan on having over 26 kids
at our first event at Lake Sparta, NJ.
Parents and Grandparents – take note!

METRO NORTH DIVISION
www.metronorthnmra.org

The Metro North Division is planning a divi-
sion excursion to Steamtown on June 15,
leaving by bus or car pool from southern CT
and traveling to this wonderful national his-
toric site.  A special tour of the facility has
been arranged, and we will be riding the
local shuttle behind steam!  Contact Phil
Monat at phil@philmonat.com for further
info.

The Division Board meeting is scheduled for
June 12, where next year’s meeting sched-
ule will be worked out.

Metro North Division members who hold
regular operating sessions include Al
Oneto, Phil Monat, Dick Wolter, and Franklin
Lang.  If interested in attending one, please
contact Phil Monat. If you’re new to the
NMRA or the Division especially, drop us a
line and come run trains with us.

SEACOAST DIVISION
www.trainweb.org/seacoastdiv

The late winter snow storm delayed their
last meeting, it is being rescheduled to pos-
sibly July 14, at The Bethany Covenant
Church (1 Covenant Way) in Bedford NH.
Please check their web site or phone Rich
Breton (603-332-8257). The meeting will
have layout tours and two operating ses-
sions, Bruce Robinson’s HO scale Valley
Junction Railroad, and Joe DiTrolio’s HO
scale Rutland/ Below Falls Sub.

August 11: The Gorham (NH) Historical
Society will stage several events to com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of the
town’s Grand Trunk Western Railway sta-
tion. For more information, please conact
Mary Jane Ames (603) 466-2085.

August 29-September 1: 27th Annual
Narrow Gauge Modelers Convention based
at the Holiday Inn By The Bay, Spring Street,
Portland, Maine.  Clinics, tours, and more.
Please contact Martha Sharp, Registrar
(207) 639-4462; or visit our web site at
www.27thnarrowgaugeconvention.com.

NUTMEG DIVISION
www.nutmegdivision.com

Things are alive and well in the Nutmeg
Division. For those who like to operate (who
doesn’t?!) both Bob Davis and Andy
Baltchley operate their layouts on a regular
schedule.  Bob runs every other Wed night
with at least 8 people, while Andy runs
every Tuesday. Visitors also enjoy the G
scale layout build by Andy’s wife!  

August 12, 2007 - Nutmeg Division Picnic -
1:30 PM - 4:30 PM rain or shine - Jack
Kreeger’s back yard, 21 Jan Drive, Hebron,
CT. Bring your own chairs, and a salad or
dessert to share.

September 29 - 30, 2007 - Nutmeg Division
in cooperation with the Vernon Senior
Center presents a Model Train Exhibition -
10 AM - 4 PM. Several club or individual
owner portable layouts will be on display,
along with clinics and videos. There will be
an admission charge.  For further informa-
tion on this and the above events, contact
Joe Sokol (860-872-2240).

HUDSON-BERKSHIRE DIVISION
www.trainweb.org/northeasternregion
/NERDIV07.HTML

The Worcester Model Railroaders, Inc.,
founded in 1946 by Henry Weiss, is moving
its club quarters on June 1, 2007, from the
70 James Street Complex in Worcester to
the Stevens Linen Complex, 137 Schofield
Road (Route 12), Dudley, MA.  Please see
notice on next page.  Membership in the
club is open and we welcome you to come
visit us on Tuesday evenings after June 1.
Visit our web site at www.wmrr.org

October 18-21: Commodore Vanderbilt
NER Regional Convention. Clinics, layout
tours, prototype tours, banquet and more.
See page 7 for complete details. Contact
Diane Steel at yankeefloral@yahoo.com,
and see registration packet in this issue.

HUDSON VALLEY DIVISION
nmrahvdivision.org/

The Division has a new acting
Superintendent, Ralph Gabler who can be
reached at (845) 876-4930. As the sum-
mer season approaches, the Division works
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Henry Weiss of Henry’s Hobby
House founded The Worcester
Model Railroaders, Inc. in 1946.
Still going strong after some

sixty-odd years, the club is moving to new
quarters on June 1, 2007. Leaving the 70
James Street Complex in Worcester, the
club will move to the Stevens Linen
Complex, 137 Schofield Road (Route 12),
Dudley, MA. The club has been in its cur-
rent location since 1991 where it built and
operated a 40’ x 60’ HO model railroad.
The club has leased a modern 3,300
Square foot space and plans to build a new
layout from the ground up.  A preliminary
design of the new Worcester Central Lines
is shown below. The club is planning on
building the bench work in 2’x8’ domino
sections, similar to Dave Barrow’s domino
system. Members are having rousing
debates about the layout surface: spline,
plywood, foam, luan plywood over foam,
and combinations of these. A member
skilled in the rendering software 3D-Planit
is working up various scenic and track sce-
narios to help the club realize their new
empire. If you are interested or would like
to help, membership in the club is open
and we welcome you to come visit us on
Tuesday evenings after June 1. Please visit
our web site at www.wmrr.org, or phone
Peter J Smith, President at (508) 987-0313.

LEFT: Proposed Worcester Central trackplan.
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The Worcester Model Railroaders are moving!

closely with the Hudson Valley Railroad
Society as they restore the historic Hyde
Park NYC station, where the division often
meets.

On June 9, the Division and the Society are
co-hosting their Hot Dog Picnic, which com-
memorates a visit to the Hyde Park of the
King & Queen of England who stopped by to
visit FDR in 1938, who of course served
them hot dogs.  

Further meetings have not been set yet.
For fur ther information, contact Ralph
Gabler at the above listed number.

SUNRISE TRAIL DIVISION
www.sunrisetraildiv.com

The Sign Up With Sunrise program has been
very successful. So far, 23 new members
have joined us since the program began in

January. STDiv is paying for Rail Passes
using the 75 cents per member rebate we
receive from the NER. All the prospective
member has to do is contact our member-
ship coordinator, Walter Wohleking by e-mail
at wgw5hd@gmail.com or (631) 757-0580).

The STDiv Participation Clinic will be held
Saturday, October 6 from 9:00 AM to 4:30
PM at ST. David’s Church, Massapequa
Park, NY. The project is to scratch build a
DL&W hexagonal crossing shanty. This
structure has a very interesting hexagonal
pagoda (curved) roof. Price is $15 in HO
scale. If someone wants to build it in other
scales contact Buzzy Washington at
buzzyfernand@aol.com (718) 528 2308)
before August 31st. Price will depend upon
the scale requested.

The Sunrise Trail Division is celebrating it
40th anniversary at it fall convention on
Saturday November 3, 2007 at the First

Church Baldwin Methodist, Baldwin, NY,
from !0:00AM - 4:00 PM. A banquet and
awards ceremony will start at 6:00 PM. One
of our featured clinicians and banquet
speaker will be Tony Koester. The STDiv is
planning a special 40th Anniversary Car in
HO and N scales. Current plans call for a
RTR steel side reefer made by Model Power
in both scales. These car come with metal
wheel set in both scales, magnetic knuckle
couplers in HO and Rapido couplers in N
scale. We are planning to include Micro
Trains magnetic couplers with the N scale
cars that the purchasers can install them-
selves. Price for the cars has not yet been
determined. Current plans call for limiting
the run to 50 cars in each scale. Additional
information will be posted on our web site
as becomes available. Steve Perry is the
chairman for the 40th Anniversary
Convention. Please contact him at 
seperry@optonline.net or (631) 744-6462
additional information.         continued...
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(continued from page 5) Please check the
STDiv web site for more details and
updates.  For those folks who don’t wish to
wait for their issue of The Cannon Ball, the
Division is posting interim updates to their
web site. So if you want the latest informa-
tion on what’s going on in this dynamic
active Division, check out their site.

CENTRAL NEW YORK
nmrahvdivision.org

Things are hopping in Central New York –
Editor Phil Monat recently visited the
Central New York Model Railroad Club when
Scooter Youst invited him to an operating
session.  Please see side bar below!

The Division’s next meeting will be on
June 17, at Bill Brown’s house (a recent
MMR with a wonderful layout). On August
11, they will be meeting at Jim and Suzann
Heigth’s home in Clocksville. This will be
the Division’s Annual Picnic – bring a dish,

have a great time and run some trains!  On
September 23, the Not Too Serious Model
Railroad Club will host the next Division
meeting.

For more information on any of these 
wonderful events, contact Brian Curry at 
(315) 689-1303.

LITTLE RHODY DIVISION
www.trainweb.org/lrdivision

The Little Rhody’s Annual Election Dinner is
coming up quick!  It will be held at Lang’s
Villa in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, starting at
6:30 pm. On July 15, they will have a picnic
steam train ride on the Valley Railroad in
Essex, Conn.

And if that isn’t enough, the members of
the Division have been hard at work on the
Little Rhody’s On30 narrow gauge
Narragansett Bay Railway & Navigation
Company layout, getting it ready for it’s star

appearance at the National Narrow Gauge
Convention which will be held August 29 -
September 1 in Portland, Maine. It will be
the largest show layout at the convention,
and features wonderful work in scratchbuilt
structures and equipment.

For further information on any of the
above mentioned events, please contact
Justin Maguire at (401) 246-0381.

News and Events - CONTINUED

Your Fearless Editor again was traveling
the land far and wide – this time he spent a
few days in Syracuse, New York where the
honorable Scooter Youst arranged a visit to
this delightful club seen here. The Central
New York Model Railroad Club was
formed in the early 1970’s. After purchas-
ing the former D&LW station in Hartlot
(called Skaneateles Junction), work began
on the first layout. The first layout occu-
pied only a small portion of the building
and plans were soon made for a larger lay-
out. Small portions of the original layout
were saved and can still be seen today in
such areas as the Kingston engine facili-
ties. What was once operated by conven-
tional DC block is now entirely DCC.

I joined them for an operating session on
their delightful layout where I had a great
time. Rush Schiller and the other members
pictured above welcomed me as we ran the
layout for several enjoyable hours. Such
hospitality, and I didn’t even run a red sig-
nal! If you’re in the area, I encourage you
to visit these wonderful folks and their
beautiful layout in this historic station.
Contact Russ at (315) 638-4774, or visit
their website at www.cnymrrc.com.

—Phil Monat, Editor

The Central New York Model Railroad Club

Fun loving members of the Central New York Model Railroad Club include (left side, front to back) Russ, Brian,
Leo, Don & Bob, (right side) Will, Kat, Tim, Matt, Carty, and my guide, Scooter.  Stop by and visit them, a great
bunch of folks!  PHOTO BY PHIL MONAT



By Tony Steele
Hudson Berkshire Division

“Who you gonna call? – Host Busters!”  Today, the
entire Eastern Seaboard is alive with talk of inci-
dents of paranormal activity.  Alleged host sight-

ings and related supernatural occurrences have been reported
across the entire Tri-State area.  You have an opportunity to be
a participant in the biggest interdimensional cross rip since the
Tunguska blast of 1909!

On behalf of the organizers, busting their humps, we are
happy to report our readiness.  Why worry?  Each one of us is
hiding an unlicensed nuclear accelerator under the layout.  Drop
your collections of spores, molds, and fungus, and plan to
attend.  

Host Busters: Whattaya Want?
Coordination with two other local organizations has yielded

the following conclusions. The Bridge Line Historical Society
is holding their Albany Convention (BLHS BLAST 2007) on
October 12-14. The Rensselaer Model Railroad Society’s
NEB&W layout is unavailable for visitation during our con-
vention dates. 

The Convention Headquarters will be the Best Western
Sovereign Hotel, on Western Avenue, not far from Crossgates
Mall and Stuyvesant Plaza. [See Map for access from I-87 and
I-90.]   As of mid-May, a dozen of the convention-reserved
block of 75 rooms—Double/Doubles: 2 double beds each, at
$89 per night (plus taxes and complimentary breakfast each
morning—had been booked by “early birds.” While the rate is
lower than what is normal for the area, there is an arrangement
with an adjacent hotel for potential overflow bookings. An
extended stay (for the Thursday night before) is also possible at
the quoted rate. Rooms must be booked by September 18 to
take advantage of this offer.

Registration work (and other on-site activities) should begin
on Friday, Oct. 19, in mid-afternoon. The optional (extra-
charge) Saturday bag lunches may be reserved (directly with
the hotel restaurant staff, only), to expedite personal tour and/or
clinics schedules. As can be seen in the Registration Package,
the Banquet is being offered at a very reasonable $25.00 per
person. Displays now include the Adirondack Live Steamers,
as well as Dominick Bourgeois’ Downtown Schenectady, NY,
modules.  [Due to insurance concerns, no visits to the ALS
facility will be possible.]         continued on next page...
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Full Steam Ahead for Fall Convention!
Hudson-Berkshire Division is our host October 18-21

Rutland RS1’s #405 and 403 cross the stone viaduct south of Adams on the HO scale West Hoosic Division. Lou Sassi’s well-known model rail-
road will be one of the attractions at the upcoming NER Fall Convention, hosted by Hudson-Berkshire Division. Mark your calendars and send in
your registration form today!  PHOTO BY LOU SASSI
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GENERAL CLINICS
With the Bus Tour changes (trip shortening), video clinics

will not be offered aboard the Tour Buses.  The following line-
up will be scheduled, in the tentative order shown below, utiliz-
ing 3 or 4 rooms.  * Indicates New Addition

FRIDAY AFTERNOON
Mike McNamara - Vermont/New Hampshire Layout Design

*CA&B Club - Two-Day Module Construction Process, also
with follow-up efforts by Tony Bucca, Gardner Cross, etc.

FRIDAY EVENING
Jean Harra - Schoharie Valley Ry. Industries)

Ken Goslett - D&H’s Napierville Jct. Ry. Prototype

* Eddie’s Aquarium - Garden Layout Water Features

Tony Bucca - Digital Photography & Backdrops

Mike Ledley - G-scale Kitbashing [Schedule permitting]

Bob Hamm - Helix Design & Construction

Jeff English - NYC USRA Box Car - Prototype 

Rich Smith - Urban Structure Modeling

Jen Hathaway - Sports Massage [Schedule permitting]

Jim Six (Locomotive and Car Kitbashing)

SATURDAY MORNING
*Vic Roman - Basic Scenery Techniques

Jeff English - NYC Box Car Overview - Prototype

Mike Rose - Northeast Prototype Modeling

Gardner Cross - Rubber Rocks – a “Hands-On” Workshop

SATURDAY NOON
Dominic Bourgeois - D&H Locomotive and Car Modeling

Gustav Verderber - Custom Layout & Backdrop Photography)

SATURDAY AFTERNOON
Paul Hoffman - DCC Locomotive Fine-Tuning Software

Jim Cesare - Architecture in Model Railroading

Diane Steele - Banquet Floral Centerpieces – “Hands-On”

*Branchline Trains - Model Production 

*Ken May - To Be Determined [Schedule permitting]

SATURDAY NIGHT (AFTER BANQUET)
Jim Six - Locomotive and Car Kitbashing

The “Hands-On” Workshops are limited to 25-30 persons for
the Rubber Rocks Clinic and 15 persons for the Banquet Floral
Centerpieces Clinic. There are no material charges; the rocks go
home, but the flowers stay for the Saturday Evening Banquet.

The Guided Bus Tours (extra-fare) have been reworked.
Unfortunately, the CSX Selkirk Yard tour cannot be offered;
outside parties are no longer being invited to visit company
facilities. We apologize in advance to those who wished to go.

However, the Saturday morning Port of Albany Tour is
going forward. With the help of the Albany Port Railroad, we
hope to see multiple Cargill grain-handling facilities, some
fuel-handling terminals, a Heavy-Lift dock, a container barge
transfer site, an adjacent Bulk Cargo terminal for barge-related
commodities, a scrap yard, a steel fabrication plant, and various
warehouses for break-bulk cargoes.  There is also the Norfolk
Southern intermodal facility at the adjacent Deleware &
Hudons/CP Rail Kenwood Yard, as well as the remnants of
older area industries.  

For Saturday afternoon, we are arranging the Amtrak Turbo
Maintenance Facility tour in Rensselaer, NY.  This walking
inspection of the shop and its environs has been a popular
attraction at previous conventions. Ready-storage equipment
and shuttle-operations within the shop and station complex
have always provided interest above and beyond the buildings
and tracks of the facility itself.

GUIDED CAR-POOL TOURS
One Saturday morning non-rail tour has been arranged to a

floral wholesale operation and the Albany Institute of History
and Art, and its new wing devoted to the “Hudson River
School” of landscape artists. There will be a 10-person mini-
mum for this tour, for a museum docent to be provided.  

A Saturday afternoon tour is being considered, for a mini-
mum of 5 persons, to view local locations and structural rem-
nants of the Erie Canal (1823 and 1840-rebuild) from
Watervliet on the Hudson River to Crescent on the Mohawk
River. This is obviously weather-dependent, so upon gathering
at the bus departure area (Saturday at 1:00 PM), a final head-
count, eye to the clouds, and democratic vote will determine the
subsequent actions of the group.

For further “auto-exotica” (vehicular layout scavenger-hunt-
ing), we have arranged for a wide-ranging set of destinations,
with routes leaping the many local rivers and streams. But did-
n’t you tell us crossing the streams is bad? Hang in there, plot
your best courses, and you’ll be echoing “I love this plan! I'm
excited it could work! LET'S DO IT!”

The Self-Guided Tours, for the model railroad Layout Visits
and Operations, require careful planning, to pack as much visi-
tation into the schedules available – considering the time and
distances involved. Arrange for advance mailing of the Map
Book – with visiting times, zone maps, local maps, turning
directions, and suggested strategic short-cuts (with time and
distance) between (somewhat) adjoining layouts.  

The following hosts are on board (with layout identity,
scale(s), past magazine documentation, and location given).
Frank Czubryt (Berkshire Valley castings) has also opened his
Colorado-based layout to us, notable for its backdrop artwork
and handsome equipment.

See complete listing on opposite page.



LAYOUT TOURS AND OPERATING SESSIONS: The following hosts are
continuing their collaboration with us. Below is an updated guide including layout
identity, scale, past magazine documentation, and location. [NOTE: ★ indicates
a new addition]:  

FRIDAY NIGHT - MOHAWK RIVER & SOUTH

Jim Cesare’s NYC – Albany (HO) [Niskayuna, NY]
Andy Clermont’s Rutland O&LC (HO) [Albany, NY]  
Dick Davis’s ATSF Cajon Pass (HO) [6/04 RMJ; Schenectady, NY]
John McBride’s Crown Point & Hammondville (G Indoors) [Clifton Park, NY]
Bill McChesney’s Lehigh Valley (HO) [3/98 RMC; Schenectady, NY]
Ken Nelson’s Poco Valley (HO) [7/94, 1/91 MR; 10/80 RMC; 2/00 BULL; Scotia, NY]
Vic Roman’s NYC Hudson Div. (HO) [Schenectady, NY]
Lou Sassi’s West Hoosic Div., B&M (HO) [96, 99 GMR; 7/88 MR; Charlton, NY]
Jack Wright’s Schoharie Valley Railway (HO) [96 GMR; Glenville, NY]

SUNDAY – SARATOGA COUNTY & NORTH [AND OUTLYING]

Tony Bucca’s Adirondack Br. (HO) [Greenfield, NY]
★ Frank Czubyrt’s Denver Union (O) [Adams, MA]
Paul Delasco’s Boston & Albany (O) [Lenoxdale, MA]
Bill Duffe’s B&M (HO) [98 GMR; Easthampton, MA]
Dick Elwell’s Hoosac Valley (HO) [f. 10/90 MR; 96 GMR; Adams, MA]
Glens Falls Club Layouts (HO, N, O, G) [Glens, Falls, NY]
Bob Hamm’s Iron Gorge & Western (HOn3) [f. 5/85, 7/85 MR; Saratoga Springs, NY]
Paul Hoffman’s ATSF Albuquerque Div. (HO) [Mechanicville, NY]
Mike Ledley’s A&LM (G) [8/06 MR; Duanesburg, NY]
Henry Propst’s NYC Mohawk Div. (HO) [Burnt Hills, NY]
Schoharie Valley Model RR Club (HO, N, O) [Cobleskill, NY]
Rich Smith’s Milwaukee Road (HO) [12/06 MR; Saratoga Springs, NY] 
Jack Smolik’s Not-So-Great-Eastern (O) [Johnstown, NY]
Diane & Tony Steele’s D&H/Rutland (HO) [f. 1-5/89 RMC; 10-11/99 RMJ; Waterford, NY]
Kevin Surman’s PRR/CNJ NY&LBr (HO) [Saratoga Springs, NY]
Marcel Zucchino’s Saratoga Union (HO, G) [Saratoga Springs, NY]

OPERATING OPPORTUNITIES: All Layout Operations are listed in the
Registration Package. Space is on a first-come, first-serve basis.

THURSDAY NIGHT OPERATIONS
Jim Cesare’s NYC/Albany (HO) [Niskayuna, NY]
Dick Elwell’s Hoosac Valley (HO) [Adams, MA]
John McBride’s Crown Point & Hammondville (G Indoors) [Clifton Park, NY]
Ken Nelson’s Poco Valley (HO) [Scotia, NY]
Henry Propst’s NYC Mohawk Div. (HO) [Burnt Hills, NY]
Lou Sassi’s B&M West Hoosic Div. (HO) [Charlton, NY]

FRIDAY OPERATIONS
Bill Duffe’s B&M (HO) [Easthampton, MA]
Dick Elwell’s Hoosac Valley (HO) [Adams, MA]
Henry Propst’s NYC Mohawk Div. (HO) [Burnt Hills, NY]

SUNDAY OPERATIONS
Mike Ledley’s A&LM (G) [Duanesburg, NY]

Please understand that the above intentions are subject to ongoing review, by the
hosts and organizers, and even last-minute revisions.
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The well-known HO scale New England,
Berkshire & Western will be open for viewing
during the convention at RPI. Seen here are the
famous scenes at Red Rocks and State Line
Tunnel.  PHOTOS BY ROBERT J. SAVINO

Farmer Cobb stops for a Rutland double header
on it’s way to the railroad’s namesake city. Lou
Sassi’s HO scale West Hoosic Division will be
open for tours during the convention.
PHOTO BY LOU SASSI
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 NER Fall 2007 Convention  Hotel Reservation Form 

Best Western Sovereign Hotel  Ph  518-489-2981 

1228 Western Avenue Ph 518-489-8967 
Albany, New York, 12203-3326, USA Oct  18 - 21, 2006 

Rates: $89 per night, single or double occupancy  See note below 

Notice Must Mention " NER/NMRA Fall Convention " 

Arrival Date: _____________Departure Date: _____________   

Number of Rooms: ______ Number of People: ________  

Name: 

Address: 

City: _______________________St: _______Zip:__________________ 

Telephone: ( ___ ) ________________ 

Check enclosed: _________ 

Credit Card: AMEX MasterCard VISA circle one 

Card Number: ________________________________ 

Expiration Date: ______________________________ 

Please complete and mail to the address above on or before Saturday, September 18, 2006. 

A southbound CP/D&H train ducks under I-787 and approaches Kenwood Yard in Albany, New York. Canadian Pacific’s Delaware & Hudson operations in the capital
district is just one of the attractions in store for those attending the NER Fall Convention! PHOTO BY DAVID SCHIEDERICH



NORTHEASTERN REGION of the NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION 
 

  
 

Fall  2007 NER Convention 

#_____
Office Use Only 

 

Hosted by Hudson Berkshire Division 
 

OCT 18  21, 2007  Albany,  NY 
 

Registration Form 
Fees and Activity Numbers are Listed  

 

Primary Registrant Registrant 2 
Name ______________________________________ Name 

Address  Address  

City                                        State          Zip  City                                        State         Zip  

Telephone (           )  Telephone (            )  

NMRA #                                   Division  NMRA #                                  Division  

Is this your first convention?     Yes      No      Circle One Is this your first convention?     Yes        No      Circle One 

Registration Fee # _______________ Amount $ ____ Registration Fee # _______________Amount $ 

Banquet #_____Desc ____________ Amount $ Banquet #        Desc                            Amount $ 

Activity #         Desc                               Amount $ Activity #        Desc                              Amount $ 

Activity #         Desc                               Amount $ Activity #        Desc                              Amount $ 

Activity #         Desc                               Amount $  Activity #        Desc                              Amount $  

Thurs. OP Session    1
st
             2

nd
            3

rd
 Thurs. OP Session    1

st
             2

nd
            3

rd
 

Friday OP Session    1
st
             2

nd
            3

rd
 Friday OP Session    1

st
             2

nd
            3

rd
 

Email address Email address 

                           Total Primary Registrant $                                    Total Registrant 2 $ 

Registrant 3 Registrant 4 
Name  Name  

Address  Address  

City                                         State         Zip  City                                        State         Zip  

Telephone (            )  Telephone (              )  

NMRA #                                  Division  NMRA #                                  Division  

Is this your first convention?     Yes      No      Circle One  Is this your first convention?     Yes      No      Circle One 

Registration Fee #                               Amount $ ______ Registration Fee #                              Amount $ _____

Banquet #        Desc                            Amount $ Banquet #        Desc                           Amount $ 

Activity #        Desc                              Amount $ Activity #        Desc                             Amount $ 

Activity #        Desc                              Amount $ Activity #        Desc                             Amount $ 

Activity #        Desc                              Amount $  Activity #        Desc                             Amount $  

Thurs. OP Session    1
st
             2

nd
            3

rd
 Thurs. OP Session    1

st
             2

nd
            3

rd
 

Friday OP Session    1
st
             2

nd
            3

rd
 Friday OP Session    1

st
             2

nd
            3

rd
 

Email address Email address 

                                       Total Registrant 3 $                                      Total Registrant 4 $ 
 

Payment in US Funds only.  Sorry, NO credit cards.  Make check payable to "NER Conventions. 
Terms and Conditions are on page 2. 

Total (add all registration and activity fees)  $_________________ 

 
A___________ Check/Amount_____________ M__ I____ D_______ NER REG FA07-1  5/17/07  JCC 

DO NOT MAIL REGISTRATION AFTER OCTOBER 10, 2007. PLEASE REGISTER AT THE DOOR UPON ARRIVAL.



REGISTRATION 
 11 Registration for NMRA members (Prior to Sept 18, 2006) $ 40.00 
 12 Registration for NMRA members: Regular and Walk-In(After Sept 18, 2006) $ 45.00 
 

 13 Registration for non NMRA members (Prior to Sept 18, 2006)
1
 $ 50.00 

 14 Registration for non NMRA members (After Sept 18, 2006)
1
 $ 55.00 

 

 15 Registration for Spouses / Family members $ 15.00 
 

SUBCRIPTIONS 
 21 NMRA Bulletin Subscription $ 22.00 
 22 NER Coupler Subscription $   7.00 
 

MAP PACKAGE ADVANCE MAIL 
 31 Map Package Advance by Mail $   5.00 
 Everyone planning to drive to an op session  WILL NEED TO ORDER this item. 
 

BANQUET (Saturday Night,) 
No Banquets Sold after Oct 10, 2006 

 101 Bourbon Glazed Salmon $ 25.00 
 102 Sirloin Steak a la Sovereign $ 25.00 
  (Charbroiled and topped with fresh asparagus and béarnaise sauce) 
 103 Veggie $ 25.00 
Meal includes a salad, chicken noodle soup, garlic smashed potatoes, seasonal mixed veggies, and apple crisp with whipped cream for dessert. 
 

EXTRA FARE ACTIVITIES 
 201 Seagroatt Ricardi Wholesale Florist and Albany Institute of History and Art $   7.00 
   Saturday Morning 
 202 Port of Albany Tour Saturday Morning $ 15.00 
 203 Amtrak Shop Tour Saturday Afternoon $ 15.00 

 

OPERATING SESSIONS (Pre Registered) 
YOU MUST PRE REGISTER TO GET AN ADMISSION TICKET 

Assignment to op sessions will be by random drawing from people registered by September 18.  If any openings 
remain after each person is assigned, persons indicating choices on both days will be assigned a second session-
-again by random drawing. If you list choices on both days, circle the day you prefer.  If a group wants to be 
assigned together because they are driving together, contact OPSIG Coordinator Al Oneto who is making the 
assignments (aloneto@juno.com or 327 Springer Rd., Fairfield, CT 06824) by Sept. 18 
Thursday Evening 
150 New York Central Mohawk Division (HO)  Henry Propst – Burnt Hills, NY  19:30 – 23:00,  8 Operating positions; 

passenger & thru freight 1 yard and 1 terminal; verbal dispatch  
151 Poco Valley Railroad  (HO)  Ken Nelson – Schenectady, NY   19:00 – 22:00, 5  Positions {4 minimum}  3 mainline 

crews 1 yard 1 industry local 
152 Crown Point Iron Company RR  (G indoor)  John McBride – Clifton Park, NY  19:30 – 22:30,  6 positions; 4 road/local 

crews 2 yards ; verbal sequenced dispatching  narrow gauge steam 

Friday Daytime 
153 New York Central Mohawk Division (HO)  Henry Propst – Burnt Hills, NY  12:30 – 16:30,  8 Operating positions  pass. 

& thru freight 1 yard and 1 term. Track Warrant w/ dispatcher 
154 Hoosac Valley Railroad  (HO)  Dick Elwell – Adams, MA   11:00 – 14:00,  12 Positions {2 man crews} road & local 

freight plus passenger dispatcher w/ signals 
155 West Hoosic Division B&M (HO)  Lou Sassi – Charlton, NY  9:00 – 11:00  2 positions  local freight operation    
156 LKJ&W, Boston & Maine Division (HO) – Bill Duffy, Easthampton, MA   12:30 – 14:30,  12 positions freight and 

passenger operations 
 

Send your completed registration form and payment to: 
John Campbell Jr. 
63 Alexander Drive 

East Hartford, CT 06118  

 E-mail: john_ner@yahoo.com Telephone: (860) 568-5075 Fax: (860) 568-5075  
 

All activities are ala carte including the banquet.  Parking is FREE at the Hotel. 
1 

Non-NMRA members fee includes a 6 month NMRA Membership (Rail Pass Program). 
Non-NMRA members attending, who pay the $9.95 NMRA introductory fee, will receive a 6 months NMRA Membership. 

Payment must accompany registration form. 
Bounced checks will not be put through twice - you will be required to pay your entire fee by money order or cashier's check through the mail 
or in cash at the convention.  You will be responsible for all bank fees charged. DO NOT enclose hotel room reservation requests with your 
registration. If you pre-register and later need to cancel, a full refund will be given only if the registrar receives the request by Oct 10, 2007.  

Allow 4 - 6 weeks for the processing of your refund.  
DO NOT mail a registration after October 10, 2007; register at the door. DO NOT staple your check to your registration form. 

OPERATING SESSIONS (PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

CONVENTION REGISTRATION

PLEASE SEND YOUR COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM WITH PAYMENT TO:

AFTER OCTOBER 10, 2007, PLEASE REGISTER AT THE DOOR. DO NOT STAPLE YOUR CHECK TO FORM.
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NER Empire
Builders

Occasional news and photos of layout construction progress,
showcasing the work of NER members as they go about
building their empires—large or small.

BY FRANKLIN B. LANG Wordsmith

ANDY CLARMONT’S RUTLAND

Rutland Train 3, the mail train, passes Chateaugay station en route to
Ogdensburg. Small Ten Wheelers where often used on this train. The next
stop will be at Malone Jct. where the NYC Adirondack Division crossed.

This is Ellenburgh's Sheffield Farms creamery and Train # 8, the milk, is
picking up a bulk milk car. Train 8 began on the shore of the St. Lawrence
Seaway in Ogdensburg and will work its way down through the state of
Vermont adding cars along the way.

This is the Chateaugay yard area and is under construction. The buildings
are cardstock mockups. The photos in the background will be used as the
backdrop for the street behind the yard.

Andy Clarmont of Albany, NY models the
Rutland from Alburgh in northern
Vermont to Ogdensburgh, NY. Andy comes
from a family who worked on the Rutland
in its heyday—his great grandfather was a
section laborer, his grandfather was a sec-
tion foreman and his Dad worked part time

for his grandfather during high school in the 1940’s. Andy is car-
rying on the family tradition by building a somewhat large 340’
mainline Rutland in a 1100 sq. ft. basement (with plans to build
an addition to the house and expand the basement by 330 sq. ft.).

Andy’s Rutland is a late 1940’s and early 1950’s layout that
replicates each town and yard that existed during those years.
From photographs of the railroad and an archive of information
Andy scratchbuilds most buildings and details every piece of
rolling stock era specific down to individually built and installed
grab irons. Every yard is laid out to maintain the shape of the
original with every town placed in prototype order. All track is
code 70 because the Rutland in the area he is modeling used
90lb. rail. His backdrops are blow ups of digital photos he took
of the actual locations he is modeling. His layout is 58” high,
with a depth of 15”-20”, which for his 6’2” height is fine. For
those of us who are not as tall, our eyes give us a truly spectac-
ular view of this very well designed and well executed layout.

Andy says he is very fussy and very meticulous while build-
ing his Empire. There is nothing wrong in being that way, for the
results of 5 years of hard work shows.  He has about 40% of his
trackwork and 20% of his scenery completed. His craftsmanship
was taught to him by his Dad and he has much to show for it.
Everyone who plans to attend the NER Fall Convention in
October should pay Andy a visit.

This is Rouses Point, NY, connection with the Canadian National and
Delaware & Hudson Railroads. The foreground buildings are Rutland and
the freight house in by the backdrop is CN.
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By Barry Abisch
Metro North Division

Martin Collard is a model railroader
who runs a small-town hobby shop
where he sometimes sells kits he has

designed and manufactured.
That does not make Collard unusual.
That makes Collard typical.
Model railroading is not a big business.

Jim Conway of ConCor International  notes
on his company’s Web site that the audience
for model railroading products is limited to
about 200,000 hobbyists. Combined, model
railroading sales would not make it to last
place among the Fortune 500.

In all, Conway writes, there are no more
than 15 manufacturers devoted full-time to
making model railroad products. Most of
the companies serving our hobby are small,
part-time operations. Some produce rail-
road products as a sideline to their principal
business. Others are modelers who make
and sell model railroad products in their
spare time.

That’s the segment of the business where
you find Martin Collard. Collard has been a
model railroader since 1974. An article by
John Olson sparked his interest in the
hobby, and his interest in narrow gauge, and
he’s been building models ever since.

Today, Collard is well-known among
modelers in upstate New York. He is the
achievement program chair for the Central
New York Division of the NER. He’s also a
member of the Syracuse Workshop, which
Collard admits was not an entirely original
idea. “Earl Smallshaw has mentioned the
whole matter has been turned over to his
lawyers,” Collard jokes, referring to a
founder of the Hartford Workshop, which
inspired the Syracuse group.

Collard also is an award-winning scratch
builder who models in HOn3 narrow gauge.
His work is featured on a diorama displayed
in his Borodino Scale Lines shop in the
hamlet of Borodino, about 12 miles west of
Syracuse. The hamlet, which shares its
name with the city where Napoleon defeat-
ed the Russian army in 1812, is so small that
it does not even have its own zip code. But,
in an age of telephone and Internet sales, a

small town location is not big handicap for
a retailer.

Collard began selling at train shows in
1996. In 2003, after retiring from his job as
a school bus inspector for the state of New
York, he opened his shop.

The shop, which uses the promotional
slogan, “The Craftsman’s Model Railroad
Supply,” reflects Collard’s interests as a
modeler. “Being a ‘detail freak’myself, I
found this to be a deficiency here in Central
New York, and felt the need to address it,”
he said.

So, in 500 square feet, he offers a variety
of unique products, many from small man-
ufacturers. “I strive to find the odd stuff not
found in every train shop,” he said, ticking
off a list of specialty manufacturers: “Paper
Creek, Builders-in-Scale, Wild West Model
Builders, Crow River, Sylvan, Model
Memories, Rustic Rails, Banta Model
Works, Cripplebush Valley Models and
more.”

Although his own kits currently are out
of production, Collard also has been a spe-
cialty manufacturer himself, and his story
offers insight into how model railroad prod-
ucts come to market.

MADE IN THE NER: Borodino Scale Line

Borodino Scale Line 
P.O.Box 133

Skaneateles, NY 13152-0133

Store Phone:
(315) 439-6956

www.borodinoscaleline.com

MADE
IN THE

NER

Martin Collard’s well-stocked store in Elbride, New York, caters to the model
railroad craftsman. Collard is also an award-winning scratchbuilder.

Thomas gets ’em
hooked early
Martin Collard has seen the future of model
railroading. Its name is “Thomas.”

Collard, who brings perspective to the
issue as a modeler, retailer and manufac-
turer, was asked about the challenges of
attracting young people to the hobby.

“I believe Thomas the Tank Engine has
been a great asset to getting youngsters
interested in trains,” he said. “It is just
going to take some time before a lot of
these kids get old enough to want to enjoy
the aspects of model railroading. Our job
will be to keep their interest to the point of
wanting to continue on with the hobby.”

While Collard himself enjoys
scratch building, he recognizes that
scratch building may not have appeal
for younger modelers. “Young people
today, I feel, want instant gratification
with whatever they do,” he said. “All
the ready-to-run products coming out
today can help with that.”

Still, Collard is not ready to give up on
the appeal of crafstsman-style kits. “We
need to nurture them to appreciate that
aspect of the hobby,” he said. “Youth
groups are a good way to accomplish this.”
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NER New
Members

List of new members joining the Northeastern Region NMRA,
compiled by the regional office manager. Please send correc-
tions and additions to Don Irace, Office Manager.

COMPILED BY DON IRACE NER Office Manager

New Members as Of 5/5/07

CONNECTICUT
Art Dutra-Wallingford
Robert Palm-Fairfield
Jim Rogers-West Springfield
Bob Newcomb-Amherst
John Jones-Granby
David Gaudio-Hamden
John O`Connell-Hamden
Michael Wlochowski-Manchester
David Trenck-Norwalk

GEORGIA
Benjamin Poole
Bert Kramer

MAINE
Frank Briggs-Appleton

MARYLAND
John Nickum

MASSACHUSETTS
Ronald Abramson-Ashland
Bruce Deresh-Westford
James Hussey-Brewster
Scott Wilkins-North Dighton
Manuel Escobar-Norwood
Rodney Pratt-Cambridge
Charlie Nichols-Rockport
Eldon Bailey-Tauton
Malcolm Houck-Maynard

MICHIGAN
Paul Schmidt

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Paul Kilian-Exeter
John O`Maley-Gilmanton
John Newick-Newington
Walter Maziarz-Concord

NEW JERSEY
Jonathon Bayer-East Windsor
Richard Gaughan-Riverton

Eugene Mikijanic-New Providence
Thomas Brown-Absecon
Craig Bisgeier-Clifton
James Ragas-Woodbridge
Kennth Browne Esq.-Port Murrey
Curtis Springstead-Wanaque
Anton Smolka-Rio Grande

NEW YORK
Stephen Gaherty-Huntington
Christian Okane-Wantagh
Frederic Soustra-New York
Michael Lamond-Syracuse
William Camp-East Norwich
Matthew Hudson-New York City
Howard Matt-Oyster Bay
William Trump-Schenectady
Cornelius Egenberger-Sound Beach
Louis Sassi-Charlton
Curtis Bronson-Newport
Mark Mandel-Old Bethpage
James Shaw-Massen

OHIO
Alan Buehner

PENNSYLVANIA
David Bremmer
William Krug
Richard Randell
Al Papocchia
James Porubiansky
Russ Christoforetti
Jerald Anderson
Dan Laux, DDS
Scott Banzaca
Jim Bachman

VERMONT
Chris Neme-Shelburne
Christopher Carfaro-Richmond

VIRGINIA
Robert Cook

Welcome Aboard!!

When a modeler was looking for an out-
of-production LaBelle boxcar, Collard
offered to make copies of the models in his
own collection. “I started to make a copy
and realized I didn’t like their frame,” he
said “So I did the next best thing and
designed my own.” It was the success of
those first models which turned Collard into
a model railroad manfacturer.

“After I made three for him, I decided to
produce some to sell,” Collard said.
Suddenly, he needed a name for his kit busi-
ness. “I had visited George Sellios and liked
the fact he used the F&SM for his kits and his
railroad,” Collard said. “After some thought,
I came up with BSL, the BS Line, which my
wife felt was quite fitting. My railroad is the
Borodino & Southern; whose nickname is the
BS Line, and my train shop is Borodino Scale
Line.” (Sellios’ railroad is the Franklin &
South Manchester; his business, in Peabody,
Mass., is Fine Scale Miniatures.) 

Some of the  kits Collard produced for
narrow gauge rolling stock – a boxcar, flat
car, gondola and caboose – began as scratch
built models for his own use. The originals
can be seen on the diorama in his shop.

Collard champions wood as a modeling
medium. His manufactured kits have been
mainly generic designs, capturing the look
and feel of narrow-gauge railroading with-

out necessarily matching a specific proto-
type. “I did do a gondola based on a C&S
high sided gon which had not been done
before,” he said. “It was based on an article
by Harry Brunk in the Narrow Gauge &
Shortline Gazette.”

Although Collard is not producingHOn3
kits at this time, he is developing a line of
printed rock wall-foundation sheets. And he
makes one item in 1:1 scale: a  passenger
car step. Just as his kits began as models for
his own layout, the passenger car step start-
ed out as a solution to a problem in his own
layout room.

“The steps came to be out of necessity,”
he said. “With my layout being 48 to 54
inches off the floor, I found it hard to reach.
The passenger-step was born.” 

Meanwhile, Collard has not given up on
the kit business. If he returns to production,
however, he thinks there may be at least one
change in the process. For his original mod-
els, he cut all of the parts in his own work-
shop. Now, with many companies offering
laser-cutting services, he contemplates job-
bing out that part of the production.

But Collard says his goal will be the
same. “I strive to produce a kit  the average
modeler can build and end up with a scratch
built quality piece without the need to be a
scratch builder,” he said. ■

Instructions are the
hardest part
When you build a model for yourself, you
paint it, weather it and  put it on the layout.

When you build model railroad kits for
sale, there are other issues to consider.
For example, the fellow who buys one of
your kits and opens it on the workbench
has to know what to do with all of those
scale parts.

“Writing the instructions is an inter-
esting part of producing a kit,” said
Martin Collard.

To write instructions, Collard assem-
bles a kit as if he was a modeler just
opening the box. “As you build the kit,
you write down the procedure, and make
modeling notes to help the modeler
along,” he said “I also let a fellow mod-
eler build a flatcar and a gondola to let
me know where I messed up. He said
the instructions worked well.”

Collard believes the instructions are
an important part of a kit. “I have been
accused of having a lot of instructions in
the kit,” he said. But that beats the alter-
native: leaving a modeler to puzzle over
a small pile of leftover parts.
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57 River Rd, Box 1023
Essex Jct, VT 05452
info@TonysTrains.com
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800-978-3472
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TonysTrains.comPower of DCCThe

✶ FIRST in DCC Sales & Support
✶ Installations and Loco Work
✶ Club Demos & Discounts
✶ We guarantee your satisfaction.

★ Discount Prices, All
Scales

★ Digitrax Zephyr $159.95
★ Sup Empire Builder

$274.95, Radio $439.95
★ Super Chief  $349.95,

Radio $499.95
★ NCE PowerPro $389,

Radio $569.95
★ NCE PowerCab

$139.95
★ Lenz Set-90 $229.95
★ Lenz Set-100 $279.95
★ MRC Prodigy Advance

$229.95
★ Soundtraxx DSD-100LC

$39.95
★ Soundtraxx Tsunami

$79.95

Upgrade
Your
Equipped:

Introducing

The Wabbit
What’s better than one HARE™, two HARES™?

✮ The Wabbit™ DCC Stationary Decoder operates
2 stall motor type switch machines and features

the same patented unmatched performance
of its popular kin—the Hare.

✮ Compare the Wabbit’s price and performance to any
other dual output stall motor DCC stationary decoder

and you will choose the Wabbit! List: $29.95.
✮ Look at all the features that are not available from

any other stationary decoder at any price!

✮ Auto Throw™
✮ Auto Throw™ Timer
✮ Auto Return™
✮ Smart Route™
✮ Dispatcher Over-Ride™
✮ Lock-Block™
✮ Locked Route Control™
✮ Switch Speed Control™

✮ Smart Default Ops™
✮ Operate Switch Signals
✮ Manual Button/Toggle
✮ System Reset
✮ Direct Current Ops
✮ Semaphore Operations
✮ Automates Reverse Loops

08/06

Broadway Ltd
Loco, Atlas Gold
Loco, or Proto
2000 Loco.
This impressive
performance upgrade
adds over 50 new
features to your QSI
equipped (DC) analog
and DCC locos. Now
Shipping at the
introductory price of
just @29.95. It's easy
to order ... Call or
check our website for
more details.

™

*

*The HARE™ and the Wabbit™ were designed by Larry Maier.

DCC PROFESSIONALS

A D V E R T I S E M E N T


