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Once a gateway for passenger trains of the Boston & Albany, the New Haven, and the Boston & Maine, the recently renovated historic Worcester

Union Station now welcomes conventioneers to the city. Join the Hub Division and the entire NER for our 60th Anniversary celebration and con-
vention! Details begin on page 6. PHOTO BY DAVE SCHEIDERICH
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* SPATE PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD NOMINATIONS %

Nominations for the Robert W. Spate Award are solicited at this time, preferably by July 31, 2006. Nominations
should be dirccted to the selection committee chairman, Terrance P. King. Nominations may be made by active Division
boards of directors or trustees and by the Area NER director for those members or organizations not represented by an
active Division. In the event of a vacancy for area director, another area director or the Region President may submit the
nomination for a member or organization not represented by an active Division.

The award is for an NER member or organization among the members or organizations nominated who or which best
exemplifies the promotion of the hobby of model railroading. Preference is that the service to the hobby be in a public
forum, open to young people and/or others who normally are not exposed to the hobby. This is a unique award [o rec-
ognize deserving modelers and organizations that continue to work to offer our hobby to young people and new comers
in general. Nominations do not have to be limited to those within your own Division or arca. The first Robert W. Spate
Award was presented to the Bedford Boomers of Bedford, New Hampshire. The Amherst Society of Model Railroad
Engineers and J. Emmons Lancaster have also received the award. Please help select the next deserving recipient. This
year’s award will be presented at the fall 2006 NER Convention.
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Quarterly news and editorial commentary regarding the
goals and activities of the Northeastern Region NMRA, and
its member divisions.

BY KEN MAY NER President

It has been something of
a quiet winter here in the
{ NER. There have not
Bl been a lot of pressing
decisions to be made,
| and I know I am looking
o forward to the 60th
et Anniversary Convention
to be held in Worcester, MA and sponsored by
the Hub Division. After the great success of a
Thursday thru Sunday event in Stamford last
fall, we will repeat the extended schedule
once again in Worcester. There are many
exciting activities planned and 1 encourage
you to carefully review the convention infor-
mation included in this issue and then make
your choices and register.

The transition to the new administrative
structure in the NMRA has been moving
ahead. As with all transitions of this size
there have been some bumps along the
road. Most of the stress has been placed
upon our office Manager Don Irace. Over
the last few months Don has been forward-
ing the monthly membership updates he
receives from headquarters via e-mail to
those Division membership chairmen on
his list. If your division desires these
monthly reports, please contact Don to be
included in the group of folks who receive
them.

The next issue of the NER Coupler will
contain information regarding the election
of all the Officers and members of the

Board of Directors. We have a couple of
new faces and are still looking for a
Director from our area in Canada. [ would
like to thank the outgoing Directors for
their committment and contributions to the
NER, and look forward to working with
their successors. The next issue of the NER
Coupler will be mailed to all NMRA mem-
bers residing in the Northeastern Region,
so I encourage all of you to vote.

In closing, let me thank those working
on the Worcester Convention in advance
for all their hard work. The program looks
impressive, and I hope to see a great many
of you there.

—Ken May
NER Preisdent

FROM THE EDITORS

Little Guys Grow To Become Giants

Our editorial in Issue 221, “The Giants and
The Little Guy.” criticized the model con-
test, the rules it operates under and the con-
vention experience itself. It argues that,
among other things, it was shortchanging
the fun we should all enjoy in the hobby
and during our conventions.

Yes, the hobby is supposed to be fun —
that would be the definition of a hobby. But
it’s also by nature educational; your model-
ing when you first started “playing with
trains™ is not the same after you've been at it
a while, is it? Along the way you develop not
only your skills but also your perception of
the hobby and railroading in general, both
real and model. Your perception changes,
becoming more complex and often more
specialized as you are drawn to the particu-
lar things that really interest you: turn-of-
the-century trolleys, scratch-building rare
passenger cars, building an exact replica of
the station in your home town. Whatever it
is, I'm sure you will find it since one of the
greatest strengths of this hobby is its
unequaled diversity of interests.

Naturally, some of us are farther along on
this journey than others — they have devel-
oped modeling skills and an eye that I can
only hope for. And some of those folks enjoy
entering contests. [ am enthralled and
delighted to see this work — I admire it and
learn from it, hoping some day that my mod-
eling will be that good. Showing this work in
a contest forum is also one of the NMRA’s

main educational functions. The very nature
of a contest means you have to have rules,
and yes, they can be very complex. But I see
that as being unavoidable — its’ the only way
given the wide disparity of skill levels on
display.

The traumatized first-time entrant men-
tioned in our previous editorial (the “little
guy”) was indeed perhaps a little naive to
enter such a contest without first looking at
those darn rules. The contest is intended to
promote and encourage the very best in
modeling — putting entry-level work up
against folks who have in fact “researched
the correct hair style for the period” is
often going to end in disappointment.

But why does this modeler, who I would
guess has just started on his or her growth
Journey, along with several others on the
next page, find such an exclusionary, dis-
dainful and often patronizing environment
when they enter the contest room today?
Why are there fewer and fewer models at
every convention? I think there are fewer
and fewer models because the bar is get-
ting raised higher and higher by the
increasing skill levels. I think the extreme-
ly high level of modeling displayed in
these rooms can be daunting and very
intimidating, as MMR Dave Messer men-
tions on the next page. And, I think that the
time required to scale these heights has
gotten harder and harder to find in today’
society.

But, I also think that too often we don’t
reach out to the new contest entrants, the
folks just starting up that long hill. A contest
is by nature competitive, with winners and
losers. What we must strive to remember is
the hobby is not a competition, but a journey
we all are on together in our shared love of
trains. | have seen judges more interested in
protecting their own turf than helping a first
time entrant, nit-picking the model for minor
flaws or paperwork issues, that to the “little
guy” does not have any bearing on the fun of
model railroading. Being judgmental with-
out seeming patronizing or dismissive is an
art, and the volunteers staffing and judging
the contest are often not at their best in this
difficult but critical area. We need to realize
that contest modeling is a growth process, a
journey from beginner to accomplished
expert. And when one jumps into the pen for
the first time, care must be taken to offer the
helping hand. If we don’t do that, far fewer
of us will grow from the “little guy™ into the
giants we all we would like to be.

Not surprisingly, our earlier editorial
prompted a considerable response from
our fellow NER members. Several of your
messages appear on the next page in a
‘Railway Post Office’ feature we plan to
publish whenever the mailbag demands.
Please take a moment and read this page —
it highlights an area [ think is critical to the
success of the NMRA and the hobby itself.

—Phil Monat, Editor

e THE COUPLER « 3 « ISSUE 222 »



W m\
'a 26
J."'\ 2 3

N
*.-.')lj B
\\_ -

Railway
/ Post Office

Letters giving interesting information, corrections, or express-_
ing your views on model railroading are welcome here. Mark
them “To the Editor” and forward to Phil Monat, Editor.

COMPILED BY THE COUPLER STAFF

Sides with the ‘little guy’
To Franklin Lang: I fear that I must not
only sympathize with your “little guy,” but
I must also agree with him. I have been to
a couple of NER conventions, and I'm
noticing that the models showing up in the
contest room are getting fewer and fewer. I
got the rules for submission of models for
various levels (Golden Spike, Modeling
achievements, etc.) and they seem straight
forward enough. The problem seems to be
in the interpretations for the contests —
and it seems to that rivet counters and nit-
pickers are the ones doing the interpreting.
I recently finished a model of a Class B
Climax in O scale, using a motor, trucks
and chassis already provided. Is this still
allowable as “scratch built’? Even if it was
allowed, I still wouldn’t enter any NMRA
contest with it — it’s built on a Lionel chas-
sis and gear; it would be laughed and
sneered right out of the room. I've both
written in the past, and spoken on this con-
cern, but no one seems to care. If the pow-
ers that be don’t care, why should us little
guy modelers?

—Rolf Johnson

The ‘trauma’ of contest modeling

To the Editor: I would like to respond to
the commentary by Franklin Lang in The
Coupler No. 221 about the modeler who
was “traumatized” by the NER Model
Contest. Although that same issue relates
a much more positive convention experi-
ence from another first-timer, let me
relate my own. When [ first started attend-
ing NER conventions (way back in the
1960s), I too was a bit intimidated by the
level of modeling skill evident in the con-
test. But I didn’t give up — I was deter-
mined to learn how | could do as well. So
I closely observed the techniques of the
“experts,” asked them many questions
(which they were more than willing to
answer), went back to my modeling and
eventually succeeded in winning the cov-
eted Baldwin Trophy.

So what’s the answer? In my view it’s
two-fold. First, the modeler who wants to
enter contests has to realize that the contest
models are just that, requiring greater than
“layout quality” effort to achieve maxi-
mum point totals in each category. So my
recommendation here is to attend clinics,
ask questions, observe how others achieve
contest-quality modeling in all aspects —
include taking time to conduct prototype

research and secure photos — and then
challenge yourself to improve. Then read
the contest regulations thoroughly to
understand the requirements and give it a
try — if at first you don’t succeed, read the
Jjudges’ comments and keep trying. Bob
Hamm and the NER judges are more than
willing to help. It’s a rewarding learning
experience, trust me.

Second, the NMRA at both Regional
and National levels has a responsibility to
make the regs responsive to current mod-
eling techniques (which they have done
—the point total for Scratchbuilding has
been significantly reduced and Prototype
Conformance increased) and to make the
regs and entry forms readily available
(accessible on websites). Clinics have
been given providing strategies for win-
ning contests, and Bob Hamm has written
an excellent Coupler article on the sub-
ject. NER also offers the Model
Showcase, a friendly, less formal environ-
ment for modelers to learn how to
improve their techniques.

So contest modeling need not be a trau-
matic experience. As for proper hairstyles,
manufacturers have long offered figures
not only with the appropriate period attire
but also hairstyles — model railroading is
indeed fun!

—Dave Messer MMR
NER Life Member

The contest is a learning experience
To the Editor: I read with interest the letter
in The Coupler No. 221 about the model-
ing contest. And... | agree completely. 1
think that it is a little extreme that he might
not attend future conventions, but [ know
exactly how he feels. I entered the *offi-
cial” modeling contest at a recent conven-
tion with a kit-built/kit-bashed model that
I, as well as others who encouraged me to
enter, thought was pretty darn good.
Obviously, I didn’t win and came away
with, as I recall, 65 points. [ was down-
graded because the paper work was not
completed properly (OK, my fault) but
also because | had too many people in and
around the model! Obviously some of the
judges have never lived in a city!

My point, as well as the letter writer’s,
is that modeling is fun — and when it is
not, it is no longer is a hobby. I have writ-
ten letters to the NER and the NMRA
about the contests and 1 think the model
showcase was started because others and I

bombarded Bob Hamm with enough letters
to sink a ship. He got the message but it
didn’t have much effect on the main event.
It was almost patronizing but I did put a
model in the showcase and had a great
time (i.e. fun) talking with other modelers
about the model and how I went about
building it. In actual fact, I think I got start-
ed on this bent as the result of an editorial
that Randy Lee, editor, wrote in an issue of
Model Railroading a few years back. That
editorial elicited letters from many others
and myself.

By the way, I no longer attend the ban-
quet either. [ am a strong supporter of the
conventions and go at least once a year.
My enjoyment of the conventions revolves
around the clinics, layout tours and, above
all, the ability to discuss and exchange
ideas with fellow enthusiasts.

Thanks for spotlighting this very impor-
tant issue.

—Ralph Kimball

Know what you're getting into

To The Editor: I would like to respond to
Franklin Lang’s editorial. It is totally naive
of anyone to try to enter a contest without
studying the rules ahead of time. Every
contest of any kind has very specific rules.
If the rules for judging models turn out to
be more complicated than one expects or
anticipates, it is fine to say, “This is not fun
for me.” That is not the be-all and end-all
of our conventions.

You don’t have to enter models in a con-
test in order to have fun at a model railroad
convention. [ would say to your poor trau-
matized soul that if he is really interested in
model railroading, he should have plenty of
fun at our conventions by visiting layouts,
participating in operating sessions, attend-
ing clinics and going on interesting railroad
oriented tours. Another fun thing is meeting
new people who have interests similar to
yours. For proof, I simply refer you to the
last Coupler and Ric Keefer’s article about
his ‘First Convention Experience’. He cer-
tainly plans to come back.

—Al Oneto

Thank you for dissenting opinions

To Franklin Lang: I have been writing let-

ters to Scale Rails for years criticizing the

contest for the few for years. I am pleased

that you had the nerve to also voice a neg-

ative opinion. Keep up the good work,
—Peter J. Smith
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Upcoming
Evenis

Schedule of model railroading events from around the
Northeastern Region. To have your event listed here (space
permitting), please contact The Editor.

COMPILED BY THE COUPLER STAFF

CONNECTICUT
Connecticut Eastern Railroad Museum
Model Train and Die Cast Show
April 23, 2006
Windham High School, 355 High Street in
Willimantic, CT. 10:00 AM-3:00PM.
Donations:Adults-$5.00;Seniors
$4.00;Children (8-12) $1.00; Under 8 -
Free. Handicapped Accesible. Food on
site. Info: Joseph Sokol 1-860-872-2240 or
e-mail: joseph_sokol@msn.com.

Nutmeg Division Meeting

May 12, 2006

Regular meeting with program to be
announced at the Wethersfield Police
Station, Wethersfield, CT.

MASSACHUSETTS
NER Spring Convention
June 1-4, 2006

Hub Division, Inc., will be the proud hosts
of NER’s “Thrifty Sixty” Convention in
Worcester, Massachusetts. We have a four-
day convention scheduled with aach of the
four days featuring a special theme.
Holiday Inn, 500 Lincoln Street, Worcester,
MA. See registration packet inside this
issue for more information.

NEW JERSEY
NER Fall Convention
October 20-22, 2006
Parsippany Hilton, Parsippany, NJ
www.trainweb.ord/nergsd

New Jersey Division Meeting,
Slideshow, White Elephant Table
Mar 7, 2006 12:00 noon

Ho-ho-kus Fire Dept. Meeting Room
Ho-ho-kus, NJ

Monmouth County Division Meeting
May 20, location TBA.

NEW YORK
Hudson Valley Division Meeting
May 19-21, location TBA.

The Kingston Train Show
Sunday, April 2, 2006
Kingston, NY

NEW YORK CITY & LONG ISLAND
Sunrise Trail Division

Model Railroad Spring Meet

April 1, 2006

St. David’s Lutheran Church

20 Clark Blvd., Massapequa Park, NY
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM Modeling clinics,
White Elephant table, model and photo
contests, NMRA Merit Award Judging and
modular layouts. $2.00 for NMRA/STD
members. Others $3.00. Contact: John
Mac Gown 32 Liberty Blvd., Valley
Stream, NY 11580, (516) 285-0876 or
e-mail: burlyjohn@verizon.net

PENNSYLVANIA
Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet at
Valley Forge
March 24-26th, 2006
Desmond Great Valley Hotel &
Conference Center, Malvern, PA
Info: www.phillynmra.org
Paul Backenstose, 103 West Uwchian
Ave., Downington, PA 19335
The second bi-annual Valley Forge Rail
Prototype Modelers Meet, sponsored by
the Philadelphia Division, MER, NMRA,
will be held the last weekend of March,
2006. There will be over thirty clinics
given, many by nationally known clini-
cians, most will be given twice, a large dis-

play room where attendees may show their
models, a vendors room, and on Sunday
pm, a home layout tour. For complete
information, go to www.phillynmra.org,
and click on RPM, and download the PDF.

NCE
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& 2006 o
-~ ok
= S

PHILADELPHIA, PA

July 2 to July 9, 2006: NMRA National
Convention: “Independence Junction
2006” - Philadelphia Mariott Downtown,
Philadelphia, PA. Clinics, train show,
model railroad displays, prototype and lay-
out tours, Annual Banquet and more. Visit
www.1j2006.com for more info.

VERMONT
Milk Car Enthusiast Meet
May 20-21, 2006
The Pfaudlers, a meeting of milk car
enthusiasts, at the Capital Plaza Hotel, 100
State St., Montpelier, Vermont. Milk car
operations meetings, displays, exhibits,
swap items. Featured event is a tour of the
Cabot Co-operative Creamery led by
retired Cabot Pres. Robert Davis. Contact:
Donald B. Valentine, P.O. Box 40,
Newbury, VT 05051. (802) 866-9020
weekends, or newrail(@sover.net.

"HARTFORD NATIONAL’ 2009 UPDATE

Progress is underway toward the National Convention in Hartford on
July 5-12, 2009. The contract has been signed by Hartford National
2009, Inc. and returned to the NMRA for execution. The NMRA has
signed contracts with the Connecticut Convention Center and the
350 room Marriott Hotel in downtown Hartford. Negotiations are
underway with additional hotels. The train show will also be in the
140,000 sf convention center. On Sunday (January 22nd), the first

budget.

meeting of chairpersons was held. During a meeting after the train
show in West Springfield on January 28th, 2009, NMRA represen-
tatives noted that the bus staging area at the convention center is
one of the best they have seen. Target dates for national publicity
were discussed at this meeting as well as the need to finalize the
Contact John Sacerdote at jsacerdote@hotmail.com or
(860) 243-3831 to get involved!
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ABOVE: An eastbound CSX train pounds the diamond crossing with New England Central at Palmer, Massachusetts. There are plenty of opportunities
to observe railroads in action, both on the main and in the museums, while visiting the Worcester area. PHOTO BY DAVID SCHIEDERICH

All aboard for Hub’s “Thrifty Sixty!”

Hub Division invites the NER to come celebrate its 60th in Worcester

he Hub Division, Inc., will be the
Tproud hosts of the Northeastern

Region’s 60th Anniversary “Thrifty
Sixty” Convention June -4, 2006 in
Worcester, Massachusetts. We have a four-
day convention scheduled with aach of the
four days featuring a special theme. Day 1
will be “Operating Sessions Day,” Day 2
will be “Clinic’s Day,” Day 3 will be
“Prototype Visit Day,” and Day 4 will be
*“Awards Day.”

The Holiday Inn in downtown Worcester
(500 Lincoln Street) will be our convention
headquarters. The hotel is easily accessible
from 1-290, which is directly off of 1-90
(Massachusetts Turnpike) from the south
and 1-495 from the north.

Both Amtrak long distance and MBTA
commuter rail serve Worcester’s newly ren-
ovated Union Station. Air connections are
through Boston’s Logan Airport, Hartford’s
Bradley Field, or Providence’s T.F. Greene
Airport.

“OPERATING SESSIONS DAY”
THURSDAY, JUNE 1

Your first afternoon and evening at the
60th birthday party Convention Center in
Worcester, MA on Thursday, will offer var-
ious Operating Sessions that start at 3:00
PM and run till 10:00 PM. Layout Director
Mike Tylick has scheduled operating ses-
sions, where you can test your railroading
engineering skills. As with previous operat-
ing sessions, these must be signed up for in
advance when you register.

Here is a list of the Operating Sessions
that will be available to you on Thursday:

Boston & Maine
Transportation System
Keith Shonemann, Acton, MA
7:00-10:00 PM

A large HO scale double-deck layout,
with over 1,100 feet of track in a 24x35
room. Operated with DCC, CTC enhanced
dispatching, and radio controlled. The rail-

road runs from Buffalo, NY and
Hagerstown, MD to Bangor , Maine in a
fictitious 1983 merger of the RDG, D&H,
L&HR, B&M, MEC railroads. Lower level
depicts the old SNE route from Saybrook,
CT to Poughkeepsie, NY; the upper level
depicts Ayer, MA to Andover, MA.

Blackstone Valley Railroad
Ron Le Blanc, Dudley, MA
7:00-10:00 PM

HO scale New England setting, opera-
tions take place on June 5, 1943 (wife’s
birthday) DCC equipped 12°x18’ with
completed track and 30% completed
scenery. No handicap access.

Mashamau Valley & Western
Bob Davis, Pomfret, CT
7:00-10:00 PM

26’x48’ HO scale railroad, double deck
with some triple deck. Very large yard, with
extensive engine facilities, and numerous
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switching possibilities. Waterfront area.
Scenery is 90% completed. Generic New
England prototype scenes.

Providence & Worcester Railroad
Don Irace, North Scituate, R
7:00-10:00 PM

HO scale. 42'x24' double decker.
Southern New England in the P&W region,
Present day, 96% complete. Complex
switching operation with dispatcher CTC
and radio coordination. DCC controlled.
Many local switching opportunities. The
session is the hosts regular weekly operat-
ing session. Handicapped access.

The Berlin, Bangor & Maine Railroad
John Scerdote, Bloomfield, CT
7:00-10:00 PM

There is both passenger and freight serv-
ice throughout the day. Heavy local switch-
ing and as well as yard work is featured on
this layout, with three active yards, three
locals and a branch line that requires a sep-
arate crew. Even yards have switching
duties involving local industries.

The layout is infrared controlled using
Rail-Lynx, a type of DCC where packet
info is actually sent via infrared signals. No
tethered throttles are required while there is
a constant 12v to the tracks. The railroad is
broken into eight sections, each controlled
by a circuit breaker equipped with a custom
sound and LED warning system.

A typical operating session—which uses
a car-card waybill system—will take
approximately 3 hours to run all trains. The
layout is a combination of single level, dou-
ble level and mushroom. No handicap
access.

SJR&P
Debbie & Stan Ames, Chelmsford, MA
7:00-10:00 PM

A very complex outdoor G scale rail-
road, featuring multiple running tracks and
switching areas, including an indoor engine
shed. Covering about half an acre in the
backyard, the original portion is finished
with beautiful landscaping, bridges, and a
goldfish pond. The railroad was recently
doubled in size. All track is laid and rough
landscaping is in place

Worcester Model Railroad Club
Worcester Central Lines, Worcester MA
Staging beginning at 6:00 PM
Operations running from 7:00-9:00 PM
HO scale, conceived as a bridge line

between the West and the port of Boston.
The route covers some of the Boston &
Maine (Guilford) route in New York and
western Massachusetts, and the Boston &
Albany route in eastern Massachusetts. We
can accommodate volunteers for | assistant
dispatcher, 3 assistant yardmasters (light
work) and 15 conductor/engineers. We run
trains in sequence and use switch lists. We
have a double-track mainline, with an inde-
pendent single-track branch line. Track
work is standard Code 100, with all main-
line switches remote controlled by Tortoise
switch machines. Operators should bring
their Digitrax DCC throttles if they have
them.

Thursday, June 1, Continued

But wait, Thursday evening is not over
yet. Join us for some clinics, including Jeff
Turner on the “Best Spots for Railfanning™
in the Worcester area. Jeff will share some
of his favorite photography spots and
specifics of how to get to them safely and
without intruding on railroad property. He
lives in the Worcester area and has located
a number of good observation spots which
are publicly available and which provide
some great picture taking opportunities.
There several railroads in the area includ-
ing the CSX, P&W Amtrak and the MBTA
which provide a lot of railroad activity.

After your first day, you will now be on
your way to three more exciting days of
railroading!

Thursday June 1: Non-Rail

For those of you who are not into rail
activities. Thursday afternoon will feature
the first of several non-rail programs set up
by Non-Rail Program Director Sue
Zukowski. A visit to the Willard House
Clock Museum located in nearby North
Grafton, MA is your first stop. Over 80
clocks built by Benjamin Willard and his
three brothers are on display in the original
workshop along with other heirlooms.

“CLINICS DAY”
FRIDAY, JUNE 2

Clinic Director Pete Watson has lined up
a top-notch clinic program featuring a num-
ber of well known authors and modelers.
Just as a sample, we will feature:

» John Pryke on “Modeling Realistic
Saltwater.”

* Paul Dolkos on the “Stories and
Challenges of Photography.”

* Earl Smallshaw on “Planning the Town

of Mystic” on his layout.

¢ Bill Schaumburg, Editor of Railroad
Model Craftsman.

« Art Fahey of Bar Mills Scale Models

« James Van Bokkelen with “Photos on
China’s Steam Railways in 1995 and
2005.”

» Rick Towle (lead radio maintainer for
Massachusetts Bay Commuter Railroad) on
the “World of Railroad Communications.”

* Plus many more. See complete listing
in this packet, or visit our web site for more
complete information.

The grand finale to “Clinics Day” will
be a visit to the newly renovated Palmer
Station and the Steaming Tender restaurant.
The historic structure once served travelers
using the Boston & Albany and the Central
Vermont. Today, the diamond crossing at
the station is still in use by CSX and the
New England Central. Station owners
Blake and Robin Lamothe have recently
restored the waiting room into a restaurant
which offers an interesting menu fare.

Following dinner, nationally known
author Preston Cook will present “What's
In Those Covered Wagons.” The program
will cover all types of EMD, ALCO and
other major builders cab unit diesels,
Preston has authored several books; one of
the most recent is Before Guilford. Preston
spent several years with EMD in
LaGrange, Ill., as a field test engineer, and
currently is with MPI of Boise, Idaho.
Preston is currently on assignment in
Boston overseeing warranty services for
the MBTA’s locomotive fleet.

Non-Rail: Friday, June 2

The featured non-rail event on Friday is
an all day trip to Boston, MA to ride the
infamous “Duck Boats.” The trip will start
from Union Station in Worcester where you
will take MBTA into Boston. Once in
Boston, you will board the famed World
War [I-era amphibious “Ducks,” which will
take you through narrow streets and then
traverse the Charles River, offering a
unique view of the city. You will return to
Worcester via the MBTA well before dinner
time.

“PROTOTYPE VISIT DAY"

On Saturday our featured event is a ride
behind the Valley Railroad’s Baldwin 2-8-0
#97 in Essex, CT. We begin our trip on a
chartered bus from our hotel in Worcester,
MA. There will be a special photo session
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as we leave Essex and head to the
Connecticut Eastern Railroad Museum in
Willimantic, CT. Their collection includes a
GE switcher and an EMD FL9 of New
Haven ancestry. They also have an 1850’s
style hand pump car which we will have the
opportunity to operate. A replica of the orig-
inal brick roundhouse at Columbia Junction
is nearing completion by the museum to
house part of their collection. Our charter
bus will return us to Worcester in time for
the 60th Birthday Party festivities.

After riding the bus and rails, get ready
for a relaxing evening. Saturday evening
will begin with a social hour, followed by
the 60th Anniversary Banquet with your
choice of Chicken or New England Scrod.
To conclude the banquet, we will have a
mystery quest speaker.

Non-Rail: Saturday, June 3
Saturday’s non-rail event features a trip

yourself. You will return to Worcester by
bus in time for the evening festivities.

If you don’t want to venture far from
Worcester, you can enjoy some of the
museums right in the area. The Higgins
Armory Museum is devoted to the study of
arms and armor; the EcoTarium is the sci-
ence museum and more; the Worcester Art
Museum has art work from five millennia
of world cultures; FDR American Heritage
Center Museum provides learning oppor-
tunities of American history and the New
Deal. Information on museum times, loca-
tion and cost will be available at time of
registration.

“AWARDS DAY”

Sunday morning will feature the Awards
Breakfast Buffet where awards for the
Model and Photo Contests will be
announced. Raffle items will be available

viewing pleasure. Check out the websites
for further details on what will be open and
where they are located.

DON'T BE LEFT BEHIND!

The Hub Division, Inc., sponsors of
“Thrifty Sixty” hope to see you all in
Worcester on June 1. Watch for additional
program announcements as we get closer
to the Convention date. We guarantee
you’ll long remember NER’s 60th
Birthday Party.

On a final note, the preliminary write up
on the convention that appeared in the last
issue of the Coupler included a train show
to be held on Sunday. Since then we have
had a number of dealers who attended our
show in Marlboro tell us that they felt that
June was too late in the season to make it
worthwhile for them to attend citing con-
cerns about good weather drawing people
away to other activities. After some serious

to Foxwoods Casino in CT via a regularly
scheduled bus. You will spend 4 hours at
the casino, where you can relax and enjoy

at the Buffet Breakfast.
On your way home make sure you visit
the many layouts that will be open for your

discussion with the convention committee,
we decided to eliminate the show from the
convention activities. l

"Thrifty Sixty” Clinic Schedule

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF PROTOTYPE BUILDINGS
FOR MODEL RAILROADERS
Bill Barry, PE

This clinic will draw on the clinician’s 10+ years of experience
designing new buildings and retrofitting existing buildings to pro-
vide an insight into how and why prototype buildings are built the
way they are. The clinic will briefly introduce the general engi-
neering concepts used in the design of buildings. A survey of the
materials common in building construction will be discussed,
including how their use has changed over time and is influenced
by geography. The basic parts that make up buildings from roofs
to columns will be discussed. Finally, prototype examples will be
reviewed to explore how the buildings are built and how their
structure influences their outward appearance.

PHOTOGRAPHING LAYOUTS FOR
MODEL RAILROADER MAGAZINE

Paul Dolkos
Over the years Paul has photographed numerous model railroads
for Model Railroader magazine. This clinic features a compilation
of photos, published and unpublished, from these assignments as
well as the stories and challenges that came with the photo efforts.

THE LAST TWO INCHES: DEVELOPING BACKGROUNDS,
FLATS, AND PARTIAL BUILDINGS

Jack Ellis
Jack will share ideas and techniques for making optimum use of
the last two inches of space that surround your layout to make the
scene appear larger than life. This will cover both urban and rural

scenes. Coverage includes spray painting clouds and ski: how to
handle blending streets and commercial backgrounds, building
flats, and partial buildings; and using mirrors to create believable
depth of field in your modeling efforts.

KIT BASHING BUILDINGS AND
MAKING YOUR OWN RESIN CASTINGS

Jack Ellis
Kitbashing is one of the more creative parts of this hobby because
you can take a model that nearly everybody recognizes and turn it
into something unique, even if it is still recognized by a few peo-
ple Jack will discuss kitbashing in general and lead you through a
technique to further disguise kits by enlarging them economical-
ly. Consider this one an idea factory

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY TRICKS & TIPS

Art Fahey
The world of photography has changed considerably over the past
few years. The new digital cameras and related software programs
allow us to manipulate photos as we never have been able to
before. In this clinic, Art will take a look at some of the things you
can do with your digital camera and a computer using a new pro-
gram called Helicon Focus.

ROCK MOLDS & OTHER CASTINGS

Jim Harter
Jim will show how to make rock castings from binary foam (Geo
Foam). He will also show how to make molds and castings for
other modeling projects.
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CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED BOX CARS

Dick Johannes

This clinic is focused upon the modem railroad boxcar fleet but
many of the ideas and techniques can be generalized to other peri-
ods. The heart of this clinic will be the litany of the so-called “per
diem” boxcar. These cars sprung into being in the fall of 1970 in
response to a national boxcar shortage. Raritan River, East
Highland & Camden, the Pickens Lines and others had very col-
orful paint schemes. The model railroad manufacturers followed
suit and Athearn, MDC, Accurail. LBF and Branchline all produce
or produced copies of many of these cars. The modeler can model
these cars using quite simple techniques. The use of sheets of solid
color decal film called “trim decals™ by MicroScale, alphabet sets
and a few specialized decals such as door details, wheel dots, con-
solidated lube plates and graffiti and you are on your way.

RAILFANNING IN WORCESTER AREA

Jeff Turner

Jeff will share some of his favorite photography spots and
specifics of how to get to them safely and without intruding on RR
property. He lives in the Worcester area and has located a number
of good observation spots which are publicly available and which
provide some great picture taking opportunities. There several
railroads in the area including the CSX, P&W Amtrak and the
MBTA which provide a lot of railroad activity.

SCENERY IN TIGHT PLACES

Mike Tylick

Scenery design in tight spaces, which in reality is every model
railroad. It was felt that hiding tight space in urban scenery is not
too hard, but difficult to do the same in the country. While assem-
bling the clinic, I found the same devices will work in both. I've
tried to include every trick I could think of, and much mention is
made of what is popularly known as “forced perspective” This
clinic makes use of prototype photos.

CHINESE STEAM IN 1995 AND 2005

James Van Bokkelen
In 1995, while Chinese steam was still plentiful, presenter James
Van Bokkelen photographed off-the-beaten path mainline and nar-
row gauge steam operations in Manchuria. In 2005 he returned to
China, visiting the twilight of steam on the JiTong railway in Inner
Mongolia, and standard and narrow-gauge industrial lines in cen-
tral China.

MODELING REALISTIC SALTWATER

John Pryke
This clinic will show the viewer how to model saltwater complete
with waves, shoals, a dock and a breakwater. The majority of the
clinic is shown on 35mm slides; and the author will bring the
model described in the slides.

A VISIT TO A RAILROAD TIE TREATMENT PLANT

Bill Schaumburg
This presentation covers a bit of the history of railroad tie treat-
ment, looks at a few sample plants and visits a modern tie treating
plant. Bill is the Editor of Railroad Model Crafisman.

Keith Shoneman
This clinic will discuss the basics of railroad operation beginning
with a discussion of customers and how prototype railroads serv-
ice them. You will learn how any model railroad including even
the smallest railroad, module or 2x8, can become a vital link in
our national rail system. Next we’ll explore the three, easy to cre-
ate, key features that your railroad will need to become opera-
tional and what steps you can take to get started now. Getting
started requires only a basic understanding and the development
of several tools, the simpler the better. Now you’re ready to invite
your fellow railroader in for some fun. Soon, a smile will cross
your face as you see your railroad jump to life. We’ll close with a
discussion of how you can evolve your system, increase your
learning, and build a network of folks interested in this exciting
and growing facet of model railroading. Throughout, we’ll start
with the simplest concept or tool and discuss its evolution and
application to more complex railroads using examples from my
Boston and Maine Transportation System.

THE MODELING OF MYSTIC — 1925

Earl Smallshaw

Mystic is a small town on my model railroad, the Middletown &
Mystic & Mines. It was built in a small corner of my layout and I
encountered all the problems in developing a town on any layout.
The clinic gets into the planning of the town, including roads,
structure placement, and forced prospective. I use mostly com-
mercial structures, so that anyone can duplicate my efforts. Most
structures, however, were changed to suit my town and make each
commercial structure unique. I'll discuss these changes in detail.
In addition, I'll discuss lighting, signs, background trees and
foliage, and some interior details. There will be a number of “fool-
the-eye” techniques used in the town development.

RADIOS IN RAILROADING

Rick Towle

In this clinic various aspects of railroad communications will be
discussed. We will see how the dispatcher uses voice communi-
cates with field personnel and trains. We will look at the various
radio systems available and discuss the American Association of
Railroad (AAR) frequency plan. We will also see what ideas can
be shared to improve reception for railfans that are interested in
listening to railroad radio communications. This will be a clinic
that anyone who is a railfan should attend. Rick is the lead radio
maintainer for the MBCR.

A complete list of clinics will he listed on the Huh Division, Inc. website:
WWW.HUBDIV.ORG and the NER wehsite:

www.irainweh.org/northeasternregion/ NERHOME . HTML
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NER Spring 2005 Convention Hotel Reservation Form

Holiday Inn of Worcester Ph (508) 852-4000

500 Lincoln St. Fax (508) 852-8521
Worcester, MA 01605 June 1 - 4, 2006

Rates: $91 - Single, Double, Triple See note below

Notice Must Mention " Northeastern Region -- National Model Railroad Association "
Arrival Date: Departure Date:

Numberof Rooms: __  Number of People:
Name:

Address:

City:
Telephone: ( )

Check enclosed:

Credit Card: AMEX MasterCard VISA circle one
Card Number:
Expiration Date:

Please complete and mail to the address above on or before May 11, 2006.

NER 60th Anniversary Kit

To commemorate NER'’s 60" Anniversary, Bar Mills Scale Models will be producing a building Kit. The New England icon,
Motif #1 (fisherman’s shack) located in Rockport, MA. This is a craftsman type kit and the building which now stands in
Rockport Harbor, is used by local fishermen for storage of supplies, but because of it's rustic nature could also be used on
your layout for other purposes.

This kit will be available through the HUB Division. Joe Derouin of Trackside Sales will act as the distributor for the HUB
Division for this limited run kit. Trackside Sales will accept cash, checks or credit cards (Visa or MasterCard). The price will be
$89.95 plus 5% sales tax delivered at the Convention. You may order using this form or directly through the Trackside Sales
web site (www.tracksidesales.com).

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone _(

E-mail

Number of Kits @ $89.95 plus $4.50 tax per kit Total

Form of payment (circle one) Cash Check Credit Card

Visa Mastercard Number Expiration Date

Mail to: Trackside Sales 31 Pleasant St. Attleboro, MA 02703
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CUT HERE
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Thrifty Sixty
Spring 2006 NER Convention
Hosted by

Hub Division

NORTHEASTERN REGION of the NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOC

June 1 - 4, 2006 Worcester, MA

Registration Form

Fees and Activity Numbers are Liste

g N

-—

Primary Registrant

Registrant 2

Name Name

Address Address

City State Zip City State Zip
Telephone ( ) Telephone ( )

NMRA # Division NMRA # Division

Is this your first convention? Yes NO  circle One Is this your first convention? Yes NO  circle One

| Registration Fee # Amount$__ |
Banquet # Desc Amount $
Activity #  Desc Amount §
Activity #___ Desc Amount$ |
Activity # _ Desc Amount$ |
Activity #  Desc Amount $

Total Registrant 2%

Registration Fee # Amount $

Banquet # Desc Amount $

Activity # __ Desc Amount $

Activity # Desc Amount$ _

Activity # Desc Amount$ _ |

Activity # Desc Amount$
Total Primary Registrant $

Registrant 3

Name

Address

City State Zip

Telephone ( )

NMRA # Division

Is this your first convention? Yes NoO  Gicl one

Registration Fee # Amount $
Banquet # Desc Amount $
Activity #__ Desc Amount $
Activity # Desc Amount $
Activity # Desc Amount $
Activity # Desc Amount $

Registrant 4
Name

Address

City State

Zip

Telephone ( )

NMRA #
Is this your first convention?

Division

Yes

No Circle One

Total Egistrant 3%

| Registration Fee # Amount $ |
Banquet # Desc Amount $ s "
Activity # Desc Amount$ |
Activity # Desc Amount$ |
Activity # Desc Amount$ |
Activity # Desc Amount$ |

Total Registra

nt4$

Payment in US Funds only. Sorry, NO credit cards. Make check payable to "NER Conventions.
Terms and Conditions are on page 2.

Total (add all registration and activity fees) $

NER REG 1 11/20/05 JCC

Check/Amount M
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REGISTRATION
11 Registration for NMRA members (Prior to April 1, 2006) $ 35.00

12 Registration for Non NMRA members (Prior to April 1, 2006)$ 45.00 (see Note 1)
13 Registration for NMRA members (After April 1,2006) $45.00

14 Registration non NMRA members (After April 1,2006) $ 55.00 (see Note 1)
15 Registration for Spouses/Family members  $ 15.00

SUBCRIPTIONS
21 NMRA Bulletin Subscription $22.00
22 NER Coupler Subscription $ 7.00

MAP PACKAGE ADVANCE MAIL
31 Map Package Advance Mail $ 4.00

SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET AND SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET
No Banquets Sold after May 15, 2006

101 Scrod  §25.00

102 Chicken $ 25.00

103 S

121 Awards Breakfast Buffet on Sunday Morning $ 10.00

OPERATING SESSIONS (PRE-REGISTERED)
Hih Don Irace Thursday Evening 7-10 N. Scituate RI (6)
B Worcester Model RR club Thursday Evening 7-10 (12 max)
Hit Bob Davis Thursday Evening 7-10 Pomfret, CT (12)
i John Sacerdote Thursday Evening 7-10 (7) Bloomfield, CT
Hed Stan & Debbie Ames Thursday Afternoon 3-6 Chelmsford, MA (15)
Hih Ron LeBlanc Thursday Evening Dudley, MA (2)
Hitd Thursday Evening Acton, MA (7)

EXTRA FARE EVENTS

### Thursday Afternoon 4:00 PM - Willard House Clock Museum Tour (20 minimum needed)  $6.00
### Friday Morning 9:45 AM (all day) - Duck Boat Tour (includes train fare to Boston) $37.00
### Friday Evening (7:00 PM) - Special power point presentation by noted railroad author and lecturer Preston Cook entitled
“What’s In Those covered Wagons.” This program will be presented at the Steaming Tender Restaurant in Palmer, MA. Cost will be
the price of your dinner from the menu plus a pre registered $5.00 cover charge (see Note 2).

$5.002
Saturday
### Foxwoods Trip (bus to Foxwoods Casino from Worcester and return) $23.00
### Valley RR / Conn. Eastern RR Museum (includes bus transportation.) $37.00

All activities are a la carte including the banquet. Parking is FREE at the Hotel.

SEND YOUR COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM AND PAYMENT TO:
John Campbell Jr.
63 Alexander Drive
East Hartford, CT 06118
Telephone: (860) 568-5075
Fax: (860) 568-5075 ¢ e-mail: john_ner@yahoo.com

NOTES AND INFORMATION
Note |: Non-NMRA members fee includes a 6 month NMRA Membership.
Note 2: Since the Restaurant is providing the space to us for this program free of charge, a meal must be purchased from the menu in order to par-
ticipate. Walk-ins for just the program will not be allowed.
REGISTRATION: Payment must accompany registration form. Bounced checks will not be put through twice - you will be required to pay your
entire fee by money order or cashier's check through the mail or in cash at the convention. You will be responsible for all bank fees charged. DO
NOT enclose hotel room reservation requests with your registration. If you pre-register and later need to cancel, a full refund will be given only if
the registrar receives the request by May 10, 2006. Allow 4 - 6 weeks for the processing of your refund. DO NOT mail a registration after May
15, 2006; register at the door. DO NOT staple your check to your registration form.
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AP

Roundup

Twice a year The Coupler recognizes the accomplishments of
our fellow NER Members in the NMRA Achievement
Program, from Golden Spike to Master Model Railroader!

BY PAUL ALLARD, MMR Advancement Program Manager

n November 14,
2005, I  was
awarded MMR

| #358. My interest in
model trains began in

: 1952 with a Lionel train
set at Christmas. I did not begin scale model
railroading until 1975. My first scale loco-
motive was a GP-38 that [ modified and
painted for the Grand Truck Western’s
bicentennial scheme. While not a contest
quality model, it did provide a high level of
accomplishment and satisfaction. 1 helped
to start a local model railroad club in 1978,
[ began my home layout, The Northern
Vermont Railway in 1982. After only 20
years, it is fully operational with the scenery
at about 40% complete. After attending two
NER conventions, I joined the NMRA in
1988.

Over the years, | have been able to attend
many of the Northeastern Region’s
Conventions and have enjoyed the educa-
tional opportunities provided by the layout
tours and the live clinics. After reading the

NMRA Bulletin series of articles in the
early 1990’s, I decided to start on the jour-
ney to Master Model Railroader. 1 have
earned all but one of my AP Certificates
from the work on the Northern Vermont
Railway.

I earned my Model Engineer Electrical
Achievement Program certificate in 1992,
In 1994, I completed the Civil, Scenery and
Volunteer Certificates. Most of my volun-
teer points came from working on the
Railroading Merit Badge with the local Boy
Scout troops. In 1995, I was asked to take
the Northeastern Region’s Achievement
Program Manager’s job. While this work
has slowed by progress towards MMR, it
gave me a great opportunity to meet and
work with the many accomplished modelers
throughout the region. I have learned much
from their model railroading projects. I
received the Author certificate in 1997.

[ started to enter buildings in the Contest
Room at various NER conventions. By
2001, I'had six structures with Merit Awards
plus six others to complete the Structures

Paul Allard earns Master Model Railroader 358

Certificate. | needed either the Motive
Power or Cars certificate to complete the
Master Model Railroader requirements but |
decided to take a detour. Working with other
members of my local model railroad club,
we set up operations on the Northwestern
Vermont Railroad. This layout is set in a
1000 square foot room and is able to sup-
port a large number of trains simultaneous-
ly. Myself and another NWV member
received the Chief Dispatcher certificate in
2002 while three others only need to com-
plete some minor paperwork.

I had earned seven certificates but I was
still missing a certificate in the first Master
Builder category. [ decided to complete
Master Builder Motive Power. The three
models were a detailed Canadian National
SWI200RS, a highly modified Central
Vermont N5a 2-8-0 and a scratch built brass
Canadian National H6g 4-6-0 steam loco-
motive. With eight AP certificates complete,
I would like continue my NMRA education
by earning the last three certificates.

—Paul Allard

Hub Division’s Don Howd is MMR 364

m pleased to announce that Donald
Eowd has earmed the NMRA

chievement Program's highest award. He
is Master Model Railroader #364. Don start-
ed his journey to MMR in 1976. Throughout
his membership in the NMRA, Don has been
very active in the Northeastem Region as
well as the Hub Division. He has served as
the NER and Hub Division’s Achievement
Program Manager and the NER Model
Contest Chairman.

Early on his MMR journey, Don demon-
strated his model building skills by earning
ten Merit Awards for his excellent model
work. His first two Achievement Program
Certificates were for Cars and Structures,

Don earned his Volunteer Certificate in
1978. He has continued to volunteer his time
to the NER as a Model Contest Judge at many
NER Conventions. He earned the Author cer-
tificate in 1987 and the Official Certificate in
1997. He served as an NER Director for eight
years. These three certificates make up the
“Service to the Hobby” AP requirements.
Anyone who has had the honor of meeting
Don knows that he is always ready to assist
his fellow NMRA members. He is well

known for his friendly and helpful coaching
style. During a recent NER Convention, he
gave me a few valuable pointers on how to
improve the milk traffic on my home layout.
I implemented the suggestions when I
returned home and am very pleased with the
results. Receiving coaching advice from an
expert like Don is one of the greatest benefits
of NMRA membership.

Don earned the Chief Dispatcher certifi-
cate in 2002. Many members look at this cer-
tificate as a lot of extra paperwork. Don’s sub-
mission contained excellent documentation
of his layout’s operation. In 2005, Don earned
his seventh AP Certificate, Electrical. As with
all of his AP submission, he did a very com-
plete job of describing his work.

Don has spent nearly 30 years on his
enjoyable journey to MMR. During that time,
he has learned many new model railroading
skills. He has helped countless Northeastern
Region members improve their model rail-
roading skills and knowledge. We all thank
him for his help and are proud to count him
among our list of Friends.

At the NER 2006 Spring Convention in
Worcester, [ plan to present a Master

Model Railroader Plaque to Don. I hope
that you can attend this event and join me
in congratulating Don Howd, Master
Model Railroader #364. He is a very
skilled modeler who has demonstrated his
abilities and accomplishments in model
railroading through his participation in the
NMRA Achievement Program.

—Paul Allard
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case participants.

Model contest results for juried Northeastern Region model
contests, national convetnion contests, and thanks to show-

BY BOB HAMM, MMR NER Model Contest Chairman

Model Showcase -
Wow, the showcase had
over fifty models! And,
great ones they were. |
_| think we have a winning
d event here. Many thanks
to the following modeiers and their entries
listed below.

Model Contest — We had a nice group of
entries, some thirteen, covering all categories
except for Locomotive - Other. All were in
HO scale except for one Sn3 model. Four
new modelers entered with seven models.

Popular Vote Contest — Very good par-
ticipation this time, some 80 votes out of
about 250 convention attendees. Jack Ellis
took the honors in Structures and Dioramas
with his model of Fahie’s Welding Co. Bob
Malberti won in the Motive power category
with a PR.R. K4 steamer. And finally, new-
comer, Andy Clermont, topped the list in
Rolling Stock with a Rutland snowplow. All
very nice looking models! Congrats to all.

NMRA Judged Contest—Paul Allard
took Ist Place in the master classification in
Locomotive — Steam category with his
scratch built, let me say it again, scratch built
HO scale CNR 4-6-0 #1364 taking 108

points. A huge amount of work and a super
model.

Norm Frowley received a third place as a
craftsman in the Passenger Car category with
his EL passenger car. Very nice model.

In freight cars crafisman classification
Andy Wasowitz took a third with his Sn3
model of a D&RG narrow gauge boxcar and
Norm Frowley received a second place for
his Virginian RR boxcar. Way to go guys!

Non-Revenue cars found Norm Frowley
with a second place for his model of a cook-
house car and Andy Clermont took a first
place with his model of a Rutland snowplow.
Both competed in the craftsman class. Good
effort guys!

We had two winners in structures, both in
the craftsman class. Vin Gallogly received a
third place for his model of Union Station,
and Mark Kennaugh took a second place for
his Irwin Crosley Company. Both were very
nicely done! Way to go.

In dioramas we had a couple of barnburn-
ers. Rich Waltz received a first place with
106 points in the craftsman class with his
beautifully done city scene while veteran,
Jack Ellis received first place in the master
class with 105 points for his scratch built

Results from Fall 2005 Stamford Convention

Fahie Welding Company. Both excellent
models!

The New England Railway Consortium
Award for second highest score by a new
modeler went to Norm Frowley for his
model of a Virginian RR boxcar with a
point score of 92. The Sunrise Trail
Division Award for the highest score by a
new modeler went to Andy Clermont for
his HO scale model of a Rutland snow-
plow with a score of 102 pts.

Second highest point score, the HUB
Award went to Rich Walz for his HO scale
city scene with a score of 106 points. And,
the Best of Show, the Baldwin Award, went
to Paul Allard for his 108 point HO scale
model of CNR 4-6-0 #1364.

Good work and congratulations to all the
winners! Finally many thanks to a great team
of judges, Glen Glasstetter, Mike Evans, Jack
Ellis, Brian Whiton, Andy Clermont and
Andy Wasowitz. Special thanks again to Jack
Ellis for assistance in running the contest and
Otto Vondrak, Phil Monat and their team for
the photo presentation of the models shown
at the banquet. A big thank you to Ken May
and John Campbell for printing the certifi-
cates. A Great team effort by all involved!

Calegory Class | PlaceAward | FirsiName | LastName | ocalelGage | ocore Entry Descripion [FirstName | LastName Todel Name
Loco-Steam | Master 1st Place Paul Allard HO 108| CNR. 4-6-0 #1364 Dick Bodman Freight House
FreightCar  |Crafisman  [2ndPlace  |Andy Wasowiz  |Sn3 61| 30' Narrow Gage Boxcar Bill Brandt WWH 203
FreightCar  |Crafisman  [1stPlace Norm Frowley  |HO 92| Virginian Boxcar Howard _ |Dwyer Scwahs Confectonary
PassCar _ [Crafsman  [3rdPlace  |Nom Frowley  [HO 45| EL Passenger Car ez bile Chame ey Wona B r Ol s
NRevCar _ |Crafsman _ |2ndPlace | Nomn Frowley _ |HO 61| Cookhouse Car Lo :
Mike Evans Swift Reefers (2)

NRev Car Crafisman 1stPlace Andy Clermont  |HO 102 Ruﬂand Snow Plow Giomn Glassteter_|Warehouse & Bilys Piace
|Structure Craflsman 3rd Place Vincent Gallogly HO 39 Un!on Station Bon Hanin DERGW Drop Botiom Gondola
Structure gmi"‘a” Z"d;'ace ’;"3‘1‘ Ke"l”a“Qh :g 1% ;‘"'“‘Cmﬁ'ey Co. Eliot  |Janofsky _|NY Contained Apron Car Fioat
Dicrama rafisman 1stPlace ich Wallz usiness Block "
Diorama Masler 1stPlace Jack Ellis HO 105] Fahie Welding Company :;t:: :j:lem Z;;ﬁf::;;ﬁ: JE:I;:;E;ZZ;:

Special Award FirstName | LastName |Scale/Gage | Score Enfry Descripiion Conrail SD40 SW1500, NYSW SD40 T-2s
New England Rwy Con Award (2nd NM) Norm Frowley HO 92| Virginian Boxcar 3010 & 3014, Conrail Hi rail Trucks and
Sunrise Trail Division Award (1stNM) Andy Clermont  |[HO 102| Rutland Snow Plow Conrail rail gang train 2 loco/13 cars
HUB Division Award (2nd OA) Rich Walltz HO 106| Business Block Otio Vondrak R&IT 101 Caboose
Baldwin Award (1stOA) Paul Allard HO 1 Joe Werner R&IT caboose, EMD SW9s & Alco C424s

2006 NER CONVENTION DATES
SPRING CONVENTION

Worcester, MA
June 1-4, 2006

FALL COVENTION

Parsippany, NJ
Octoher 20-22, 2006
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NER Northern

Lighis

A look across the border for news and views from our
NMRA friends in Division Alouette, and across Québec and
the Canadian Maritimes.

BY/PAR JEFFREY MacHAN Division Alouette

Here's a quick look at what is happening in
the world of model railroading in Québec
and the Maritimes.

MEMBER NEWS

Jeffrey MacHan will be displaying his “Val
Ease Central RR” on behalf of Exporail — the
Canadian Railway Museum at the London
Festival of Railway Modelling, April 1-2 at the
Alexandra Palace, London, UK. The London Festival is Britain's
premier model railroading exhibition. This is the first appearance
by a Canadian model railroad at this event. The *“Val Ease Central
RR™ is part of the permanent collection of Exporail-Canadian
Railway Museum and travels internationally with the generous
support of Exporail, Micro-Trains Line and Ztrack Magazine.

NOUVELLES D'UN MEMBRE

Jeffrey MacHan participera & l'exposition “London Festival of
Railway Modelling,” la fin de semaine du 1 et 2 avril prochain a
Alexandra Palace, Londres, Royaume-uni. Il “accompagne” sa
magquette «Val Ease Central» de la collection permanente de
Exporail — le Musée ferroviaire canadien. Le London Festival est
I'exposition la plus prestigeuse de I’Angleterre. Cette occasion
représente la premiére fois qu'une maquette canadienne y par-
ticipe. Le réseau “Val Ease Central” fait partie de la collection per-
manente du Musée ferroviaire canadien, Exporail et voyage avec
le support généreux des compagnies Micro-Trains Line et Ztrack
Magazine.

MEETS AND CONVENTIONS

MARITIMES

Maritime Federation of Model Railroaders
Annual Convention
http://home.xcountry.tv/~eastern benders/index.htm
A Hobby for the Entire Family

- Halifax Nova Scotia

- May 5-6-7

- Maritime Museum of the Atlantic

QUEBEC

3rd Annual CARM/CRHA National Convention
http://www.caorm.org/Pages/convention.html

Celebrating 170 years of railroading in Canada 1836 to 2006.
Sponsored jointly by the Canadian Association of Railway
Modellers and the Canadian Railway Historical Association.

- Montréal, Québec, May 19-20-21

- special events include visit to Exporail, the Canadian Railway
Museum and official opening of the museum's HO-scale DCC-
based display layout

- clinics - layout tours - banquet

Information/renseignements
www.warnersgroup.co.uk/exhibitions/london
www.val-ease-central.com www.exporail.org
www.micro-trains.com www.ztrack.com

Membhers

List of new members joining the Northeastern Region NMRA,
compiled by the regional office manager. Please send correc-
tions and additions to Don Irace, Office Manager.

COMPILED BY DON IRACE NER Office Manager

Loren Batchelder - Mansfield
Lawrence Grant - Mansfield

Jeffrey Blatz - Richmond Hill
Raymond Crapo - Bronx
Ken Weinstein - New York City

New Members List As 0f 11/27/05  Ed Holowinko - Norwalk
Scott Russell - Sandy Hook

ARIZONA Philip Stein - Fairfield

Richard Kaya Joe Sverchek - Stamford

COLORADO DELEWARE

James Brocko William Robelen

CONNECTICUT MARYLAND

Kathleen Brauns - Plainville Allan Smith

Jason Glass - Plainville Edward Hasenfus

Ernest Erickson - Clinton

Bruce Kelly - Westport MASSACHUSETTS

John Gamm - Glastonbury
Johnathan Harger - Niantic
Seeley Kellogg - Durham
Stan Swansaon - Woodstock
Michael Lembo - Brookfield
Fred Wintsch - Durham
Arthur Becker - Ridgefield

R. Brenninkmeyer - New Canann
William Caso - Bethel

Roger Cytron - Brookfield
David Hoffenberg - Stamford

Frank Engrassia - Attleboro
Joseph Borbone - Paxton
Michael Chapman - Maynard
Henry Mccarl - Gloucester
Michael Pace - Weymouth
Mohan Rao - Belmont
Clinton Ross - Rockland
Michael Sadovnick - S Weymouth
James Sterdle - Weston
Jeremy Wyant - Sudbury
Carl Lappe - Belchertown

MAINE
Daniel Boobar - Rockport
lan Robertson - Springvale

NEW HAMPSHIRE
James Squires - Hollis
Smith Pratt - Winchester

NEW JERSEY

John Swift - Tomes River

Sal Bibona - Chatham

Fred Dellaiacono - Oakland
Robert Greenlaw - Ridgewood
Norman Boucher - Burlington
Steve Catranis - Toms River
Keith Conroy - Voorhees

Sean Cox - Sea Girt

NEW YORK
Ken Cameron - Kirkville
Douglas Foscale - Mamaroneck

Erik Magnus - Garrison
Henry Teller - Ossining
George Euangleon - Cortlandt Manor

PENNSYLVANIA

James Blake
Murray Mcgrew

RHODE ISLAND

William Gillen - Providence
Glenn Williams - Providence
Arthur Pitt - Coventry

VERMONT
Robert Durkin - Waterbury Center

GERMANY
Richard Schumann Jr.

Deceased Members:
Sherwood Lovejoy - Fairfield Ct.
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ADVERTISEMENT

New from Mohawk Valley Car Shops!

NEW IN HO SCALE!
Delaware & Hudson
40’ PS-1
R-T-R boxcars by
InterMountain

BN N MR
Load sl B oW
s

Now available! Laurentian shield
herald boxcar, red oxide color
scheme in use from the early
1960s thru the 1970s and

_ 4-PACK 3CARS 2 CARS 1CAR
beyond. Four different car PRICE $99.95 $77.85 $51.90 $27.95
numbers are offered in this first S&H 5.96 5.20 4.57 4.00
production run! Available for the INSURED 2.30 2.30 2.30 1.30
first time RTR in 4- ingly.
irsttime RTR in 4~Packs or singly TOTAL $108.21 $85.35 $58.77 $33.25

Substantial discounts when
Minnesota Residents add 6.5% Sales Tax to final amount. Shipping insurance is optional.

purchased as a 4-pack! Please visit our website for more details and information.

IM-PORTS, LLC 16571 IREDALE CT. » LAKEVILLE, MN 55044-4511 « WWW.IM-PORTS.COM
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