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A southbound freight led by one of MV&W’s 2-8-0’s drifts by Monarch Brewing and into the town of Nickelton on Bob Davis’
beautiful Mashamou Valley & Western Railway. Come see this and other wonderful layouts at the NER’s Spring Convention on
June 1-4, 2006 in Worcester, MA. PHOTO BY MIKE TYLICK
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President's
Letter

Quarterly news and editorial commentary regarding the
goals and activities of the Northeastern Region NMRA, and
its member divisions.

BY KEN MAY NER President

appy New Year!

I wish you all a

good start to the
year 2006. As we
endeavor to get the
NER Coupler onto a
quarterly schedule, this
- will  provide
advance information on Region and
Division activities for January through
March. Each Division and club that will be
having events for model railroaders is
invited to place notice of their events in the
Coupler. We hope this will provide you
with opportunities to extend your partici-
pation in the hobby.

I would like to offer my personal thanks
to the new NER Coupler team for an out-
standing first issue. [ look forward to their
continued effort to develop the NER
Coupler into one of the leading Regional
publications of the NMRA.

If you did not attend the "Metropolitan
Limited" convention in Stamford in
October. you missed an outstanding event.
Total registration exceeded two hundred
and thirty, and convention activities began
Thursday afternoon and continued until

1ssue

Sunday moming. The time was filled from
start to finish with interesting events and
programs! There were operating sessions
at local home layouts, and modular layout
displays in the hotel by the Metro North
Division, and Mohegan & Pequot Model
Railroad Club from the New London area.
We enjoyed an impressive clinic program
which featured Model Railroader maga-
zine contributors Tony Koester and Lionel
Strang as well as many others, and a
"Modeling with the Masters" program that
was run by Clark Kooning and Don Boos.
Participation in MWTM was much better
than I had expected. so I expect that it will
become a convention program option peri-
odically. Congratulations on behalf of the
Region to Convention Chairman Phil
Monat and all the rest of the Metro North
Division team that organized and executed
an outstanding convention program.

This spring the NER turns 60 years old.
We will be celebrating that anniversary in
Worcester, MA, as guests of the Hub
Division. Once again the convention pro-
gram will begin on Thursday and continue
through Sunday morning. Registration
information will be sent in the next issue of

the Coupler which should be delivered to
you before March Ist. You may expect a
full program of activities to engage and
energize your participation in our wonder-
ful hobby. Plan now to reserve June 1-4,
2006 to attend the 60th Anniversary
Convention in Worcester. MA.

Finally, my thanks goes out to those
NER members who have made contribu-
tions to two ongoing NER projects, the
recreation of the NER Coupler Archive
and the recreation of the Baldwin Trophy
Book. Several members responded to my
request for back issues of the Coupler and
have significantly reduced the number of
issues missing. In the last issue I requested
current addresses for several past winners
and received responses for two of these
individuals. Letters have been written and
mailed to these two past winners inviting
their participation in the project.

I hope each and every one of you has a
productive modeling season, and look for-
ward to seeing your efforts displayed in the
Model Showcase at the Spring
Convention. See you there!

—Ken May, NER President

FROM THE EDITORS

The Giants and The Little Guy

letter from a first-time convention

attendee raises a sensitive issue for the

NMRA at both the regional and
national levels. It hits hard at a core activity,
one that is lead by dedicated and hard-
working members. Still, we thought the let-
ter writer's experience deserved to be dis-
cussed in an open forum.

“We spent the weekend at a model rail-
road convention in Stamford.” the letter
began, referring to the NER Fall convention.
*“What an experience. We both learned a lot,
but I was traumatized by the experience.”
Traumatized? Holy cow! The writer went on
to discuss entering the model contest and
learning that the entered scratchbuilt model
did not in any way meet the NMRA specifi-
cations for a scratchbuilt model. “I thought
this was supposed to be fun,” the model-

maker complained. “I guess the rules are it
should not be fun. Fun is overrated. I think it
would be much better to stress over it and do
research for several years and not only not
use any commercial parts, but make sure any
figures standing by the model building have
the proper hairstyle for the specific date in
history that [ model. Trouble is, I don't want
to do it that way. | don't and I won't and |
think this was my first, quite possibly. my
last convention.”

It raises a question: Is contest judging only
for the few and not for the many? One could
say this was fairly evident in the low number
of entries in some of the contests in the first
place. The banquet is seen by many not as a
dinner for attendees but as a dinner to honor
the winning contestants. It is an Awards
Dinner. Too many attendees are saying, “No
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dinner for me.” at regional and national con-
ventions. This last NER convention did have
a model showcase that did not require 124
credits to graduate. But we have to honor all
modelers, not just model contest railroaders.
We must be an organization not of giants but
of little guys. We should be careful not to
traumatize. We should not be so enamored
with what was and keep in mind what our let-
ter writer said. that model railroading should
be fun. We really do not want it to be any
member’s “last convention.”

Feel free to write the Coupler editor so all
views can be heard.

—Franklin Lang, Wordsmith

The Staff of The Coupler
would like to wish everyone

a safe and happy holiday
season and a prosperous and
healthy New Year!
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%) |Upcoming
~<>| Events

Schedule of model railroading events from around the
Northeastern Region. To have your event listed here (space
permitting), please contact The Editor.

COMPILED BY THE COUPLER STAFF

GARDEN STATE DIVISION
January 8, 2006: Annual Division
Meeting, Ramapo Valley Model Railroad
Club, 620 Cliff Street. Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ.
12:00 noon. Snow Date: Jan. 15.

July 19-22, 2006: O Scale
Convention, Parsippany
Parsippany, NJ.

National
Hilton.

GREEN MOUNTAIN DIVISION
January 14, 2006: Division Meeting,
Northwestern Vermont Model Railroad
Club, Essex Jct., VT. Contact Glenn
Glassetter (cenorwy@gmavt.net) for more
information.

HUB DIVISION
June 1-4, 2006: NER “Thrifty Sixty”
Summer Convention, celebrating sixty
Worcester, MA.Clinics, model railroad
displays, prototype and layout tours, and
more.

HUDSON VALLEY DIVISION
January 22, 2006: Division Meeting at
Hyde Park train station, Hyde Park, NY.
1:00pm. Make up date if weather is bad:
Feb. 5, 2006.

METRO-NORTH DIVISION
January 14, 2006: Turn of The River
Branch, Stamford Public Library,
Stamford, CT. 10:00am. Meeting and lay-
out visits to Brian Sullivan and Dick
Wolter.

NEW JERSEY
January 14-15, 2006: Gateway Model
railroad Club, Annual Open House. 100 E.
Browning Road. Brooklawn, NI 08030.
[0am tll 4 pm. $3 suggested donation
Contact: Nicky Caccavo

NUTMEG DIVISION
January 13, 2006: Nutmeg Division home
layout visit at the home of Brian Whiton in
Windsor Locks, CT. 1:00-4:00 PM.

March 12, 2006: Nutmeg Division
Annual Meeting at Elaine’s Restaurant in
Wethersfield, CT. Brief business meeting
including election of a Director for a three
year term; program is video of steam oper-
ations in Europe as photographed by
George Reitz. 3:00 PM.

SEACOAST DIVISION
January 14, 2006: Division Meeting,
Portland Transportation Center (Amtrak
Station), Portland, ME. 1:00 PM.

SUNRISE DIVISION

January 8, 2006: 16th Annual Model
Train Show and Exhibition sponsored by
The Great South Bay Model Railroad
Club. Freeport Recreation Center, 130 E.
Merrick Road, Freeport, NY. 10:00 am-
4:00 pm. Operating model railroad layouts
in all major scales. Raffle prizes and more.
Admission: $5.00, children under 12 free
with adult admission.

QUEBEC
February 18-19, 2006: Gatineau Train
Show at Mont Bleu Ford. 375 Boulevard
Maloney Ouest, Gatineau PQ. 9am-5Spm.
FREE admission. Info: (819) 671-2354

March 25-26, 2006: Sun Youth Model
Train Show. 4251 St-Urbain, Montréal.
PQ. 10am-5pm. Info: (514) 245-7691

January-March, 2006: Canada Central
operating session (open to the public). 891
St-Paul West, Montréal. PQ. Every 4th
Wednesday of the month, 7pm-10pm. Info:
(514) 861-6185

January-March, 2006: Pine Valley
Railroad. Public welcome. 5505 Auger,
Montréal, PQ. 7:30pm-10:30pm. Every Ist
Monday of the month.

CANADIAN MARITIMES
Saturday, March 4, 2006: 21st Annual
Mid-Winter Model Railroad Show, Saint
John Society of Model Railroaders. St.
Malachy's High School Gym, Leinster
Street, Saint John, NB. 9:30am to 4:30pm.
Info: sjsmrr@gmail.com or www.geoci-
ties.com/sjsmeshow

May 5-7, 2006: Maritime Federation of
Model Railroaders 2006 Convention, "A
Hobby for The Entire Family." Museum of
the Atlantic, Halifax , NS. Info: Jim Taylor
902-538-9498 Email: kestrel@xcountry.tv

NATIONAL

PHILADELPHIA, PA

July 2 to July 9, 2006: NMRA National
Convention: “Independence Junction
2006 - Philadelphia Mariott Downtown,
Philadelphia, PA. Clinics. train show.
model railroad displays, prototype and lay-
out tours, Annual Banquet and more. Visit
www.1j2006.com for more info.

OF INTEREST
January 28-29, 2006: The Big Railroad
Hobby Show at the Big “E” in Springfield,
Mass. Vendors, dealers, operating layouts,
and more. Visit www.amherstrail.org for
more info.

2006 NER CONVENTION DATES

SPRING CONVENTION

Worcester, MA
June 1-4, 2006

FALL COVENTION
Parsippany, NJ
Octoher 22-24, 2006
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Members

List of new members joining the Northeastern Region NMRA,
compiled by the regional office manager. Please send correc-
tions and additions to Don Irace, Office Manager.

COMPILED BY DON IRACE NER Office Manager

Welcome New Members of the NER!

have decided to join our merry band of like-minded

souls. We are pleased to continue that practice, but we
wanted to go one step further and ask why. Why did these
seemingly normal, responsible and apparently healthy indi-
viduals plunk down hard-carned money to join our organi-
zation? We haven’t ruled out insanity yet, but we suspect it
was for the love of trains, of course, and model railroading
in particular.

We wanted not only to welcome these intrepid folks who
have joined us but also to encourage you to reach out to
cach of them. As we grapple with the insistent question of
the relevance of the NMRA today, the meaning of our
organization is often questioned. While there can be many
reasons for joining any volunteer organization, we submit
that the motivation for these folks was for the camaraderie.
Yes, the standards, the publications, the information and the
access to the hobby itself are nice, but we think the main

It has been the custom of this publication to list all who

reason we join is that we are all social animals. It’s a lot
more fun to get together to run your layout or work on one
with other people who feel the same way.

So please, if you know any of these members on the fol-
lowing list, or meet them at an event somewhere, reach out
and say, “Hi, glad you joined with us!” Welcome them to
the group, invite them to your layout or Club, a train show,
or whatever. Including them in the public activities of our
organization as well as the personal and private ones will
show them the value they receive for their membership dol-
lar. 1t will make new friends for you, your other buddies
and the NMRA as well, while strengthening the hobby in a
way that the hard-working folks at the national level of the
NMRA can only dream about. Our organization lives or
dies at the personal level, when you reach across the table to
a new member and say, “Hi, glad you joined with us!™

Or you don’t—and the NMRA may suffer for it.

— Phil Monal, Editor

NEW YORK:
Eustace Greares. Jr.
Richard Moerler

New Members List as of
March 23, 2005:

MASSACHUSETTS: Jean Harra
John Campball John Ostendorf
Scott Lukas John Zidik

John Feraca
Allan Nelson
Steven Nelson

George Joseph, Jr.
Kenneth Shores
Peter Silverstein, M.D.

RHODE ISLAND: MAINE:
Alan Bliek Raul Micheliche

Ronald Bergero
NEW JERSEY:
William Presnal
John Lambert
Kenneth Louis

Doug Leland

NEW HAMPSHIRE:
David Peakes
Branford Sherman

Robert Humphreys, Jr.

Justin Redmond Barry Atwood

E. Wilde

Derek Bernard
James Elliott

Eric Harting
James Mceneaney
Anthony Tieuli
Bruce Erickson
Frank Kastenholz
Roger Mcoy

John Merck
Robert Graham
L.J. Davidson
Stephen Peers
Robert Pawlak
Will Dritt-McCown
David Insley

Morgan Desmond
Walter Weart

Keil Decker
Charles Grover
Andrew Clermont
Linda Bender
Joseph Friedman
Jeffrey Tuttle
Daniel Blackburn
Lamont Ward
William White
David Zasada
Tony Bucca

Joe Bradley

Mark Fritz
Franics Schneider

Martin Salowey

CONNECTICUT:
James Elkins
William Gibson
Robert Hawley
Richard Peters
Andrew Blatchely
Charles Mercier

Thomas Elwell
Dave Plourde
Micael Sessa
Dick Woytowick

VERMONT:
Michael Ricei. M.D.

Paul Romer
Steve Belforti
Joel Ditrolio
Jerry Riecker
Charles Spence
Stephan Taylor
Nathan Taylor
Lynn Wilson
Donal Dillaby

CANADA:

None at this time.

Deceased Members:

Alden Ameden
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ABOVE: The beautiful G scale outdoor railroad of Del

-
-
. -

RIGHT: Mike Tylick’s O scale
Pioneer Valley, featured in the pages of Model Railroader. Both will be on display during the convention, along with many others.

Worcester “Thrifty Sixty” Preview!

The Hub Division hosts NER’s 60th Anniversary Convention

he Northeastern Region’s 60th

Anniversary Convention “Thrifty

Sixty” will be held in Worcester,
Massachusetts June Ist through 4th,
2006, hosted by the Hub Division.
Location of the four-day event will be
the Holiday Inn, 500 Lincoln Strect in
downtown Worcester. The hotel is
located just off 1-290 which connects
with [-90 (Massachusetts Turnpike)
just south and 1-495 to the cast of the
central Massachusetts city.

Worcester is served by the MBTA
commuter rail and Amtrak’s “Lake
Shore Limited,” both using Worcester's
newly renovated Union Station. Air con-
nections are made through Boston’s
Logan Airport, Hartford’s Bradley Field,
or Providence’s T.F. Greene Airport.
Shuttle and taxi service is also available
from these locations to the hotel.

Each day of the convention will fea-
ture a theme with Thursday, June st
being “Layout Day.” Layout Director
Mike Tylick has scheduled both operat-
ing sessions and traditional layout visits
starting at 2:00 PM and concluding at
10:00. Operating sessions will be held
at NER Office Manager Don Irace’s
layout in Scituate, RI; Bob Davis’ in
Pomfret, CT; and John Sacerdote’s
located in Bloomfield, CT. Also open
will be Debbie and Stan Ames’ G scale
outdoor layout in Chelmsford, MA.
Visits to many other home and club lay-
outs will be available for the first day of
the four-day convention.

Thursday afternoon will also feature
the first of several non-rail programs
set up by Non-Rail Program Director
Sue Zukowski. Sue has arranged for a
visit to the Willard House Clock

Museum located in nearby North
Grafton. Over 80 clocks built by
Benjamin Willard and his three broth-
ers are on display in the original work-
shop along with other heirlooms.
Friday’s main theme is “Clinics” and
Clinic Director Pete Watson has lined
up numerous top-notch programs.
Model Railroader author Paul Dolkos;
Art Fahie of Bar Mills Scale Models
fame and Gary Paulino from Attleboro-
based Trackside Sales doing DCC and
sound (including the new Lok Sound
system) will be three of the featured cli-
nicians. New England Custom Rail's
Jim Harter will work with “Rock
Molds and other Castings;” Bill
Schaumburg, Editor of Railroad Model
Crafisman, will take us on “A Visit to
the Railroad Tie Treatment Plant;” and
Hub Division’s Rick Towle will do a
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presentation  on  “Radios in
Railroading.” Another treat will be
Master Model Railroader and NER
Past President Jack Alexander present-
ing the late John Allen’s “Optimum
Use of Space” program. Other clinics
including sessions by John Pryke and
Mike Tylick and many others also will
be presented.

The featured non-rail event of the
day is an all day trip to Boston using
the MBTA’s commuter rail line from
Worcester. Highlighting the trip will be
a sightseeing tour of Beantown using
the famed World War II amphibious
“Ducks” which take visitors through
Boston's narrow streets and then tra-
verse the Charles River—giving visi-
tors a unique water view of the city.

Friday evening’s main event will be a
visit to the newly renovated Palmer sta-
tion, which Trains magazine listed as
one of the nation's “Rail Hotspots.”
Recently renovated by owners Blake
and Robin Lamothe, the historic struc-
ture once served travelers using the ex-
New York Central Boston & Albany
line. The diamond at the station is still
in use by the New England Central, suc-
cessor to the Central Vermont. Blake
and Robin have made the restored wait-
ing room into a restaurant and we will
be cating off the menu while watching
freight trains of CSX, current operator
of the former B&A line.

Following the meal, nationally
known author Preston Cook will pres-
ent a PowerPoint program on “What’s
In Those Covered Wagons.” The pro-
gram will cover all types of EMD, Alco
and other major builders Cab Unit
Diesels. He has authored several books.
one of the most recent is Before
Guilford. Cook has spent several years
with Electro-Motive in LaGrange, Ill.,
as a field test engineer, and currently is
with MPI of Boise, Idaho. He is cur-
rently on assignment in Boston over-
seeing warranty services for the
MBTA’s locomotive fleet.

Saturday’s theme of the day will be
“Prototype Visit.” The feature event is a
ride behind the WValley Railroad’s
Baldwin 2-8-0 #97. Travel to the Essex,

CT. based shortline
will be by charted
bus. A photo session
is planned as we leave
Essex and head to the

Connecticut Eastern
Railroad Museum in
Willimantic. The
CERM has restored
several structures and
locomotives from
local New England
railroads. Included in
their collection is a
GE switcher and ex-
New Haven FL-9,
The folks at CERM
have an old-style
hand pump car which
we will have the
opportunity to oper-
ate. There is also a
replica of the original
brick roundhouse at
Columbia Junction,

built on the founda-
tion of the original. When complete, the
roundhouse will become the basis of
their museum and also protect their
valuable collection. The non-rail event
of the day features a trip by scheduled
bus to the Foxwoods Casino. This trip
will return in time for the Saturday
evening festivities.

Saturday evening will feature a
social hour, followed by the 60th
Anniversary Banquet featuring your
choice of Chicken or New England
Schrod. At this time entertainment for
Saturday evening is incomplete, but
will be announced in the near future.
Sunday morning will feature the
Awards Breakfast Buffet where awards
for the Model and Photo Contests will
be announced. Raffle items will be
available at the Buffet Breakfast.
Following the breakfast will be a Hub
Division sponsored Train Show and as
you travel home many layouts will be
open for your viewing pleasure.

To commemorate NER’s 60th
Anniversary, Bar Mills Scale Models
will be producing a building kit. The
New England icon, Motif #1 located in

Rockport, Mass., will be available

through the Hub Division. Joe
DeRouin of Trackside Sales will act as
distributor of the limited run kit. He
will accept cash, checks or credit cards,
MasterCard and Visa for the kits when
they become available. Pricing has yet
to be determined and will be posted on
Hub’s, NER’s and Trackside Sales’
websites early in January. You will also
be able to order directly through the
Trackside Sales website and advance
reservations can now be made. This is a
craftsman type kit and the building
which now stands at Rockport Harbor,
is used by local lobstermen for storage
of supplies, but could also because of
its rustic nature could be used on your
layout for other purposes. Delivery of
kits ordered prior to the convention will
be delivered at the convention, saving
shipping charges.

The Hub Division, sponsors of the
“Thrifty Sixty,” hope to see you all in
Worcester on June Ist. Watch for addi-
tional program announcements in the
near future. We guarantee you'll long
remember NER’s 60th birthday party! l
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Daniel Brucker (with back to camera), Corporate Media Relations Officer for MTA M

etro-North Railroad, leads a special “behnd the

scenes” tour of Grand Central Terminal for our NER convention attendees. PHOTO BY JOE BUX

Stamford Fall Convention Review

Looking back at the 2005 “Metropolitan Limited” convention

By Christopher Carfaro
Green Mountain Division

hen my brother Mark and I decided
Wto buy a train set for our younger

sibling, Andrew, we also picked up
a book on track plans to do a little research.
That was in 1978, and the book Atlas’ King
Size Plan Book by John Armstrong and
Thaddeus Stepek, is still with me today.
more for posterity than for anything else.
Yes, Andy got his train set. And me? Well,
those photos in the Atlas book “did me in.”
The idea of creating a model railroad
empire that might look like the Plywood
Summit Lines on page 12 became an
intoxicating siren song that has held me
evermore.

And 28 years later I've finally attended
my first—yes. first—NMRA convention.
While extolling the value of the NMRA to
its membership is preaching to the choir,
perhaps there is someone like me out there,
someone with a long-standing relationship
to both the hobby and the NMRA, who's
still unsure of the benefits of clubs and
groups much less conventions.

At 9:00 a.m. on Friday, Oct. 7, at the
Amtrak station, Essex Junction, Vt., |
waved farewell to my wife and youngest

daughter and seated myself in a sold-out
train to ride the steel ribbons to Stamford.
For years | traveled around the United
States. I had begun life in Plainfield, N.J.,
where I waved to an engineer of a GP7
from the Clinton Avenue station of the old
Jersey Central (CNIJ). I discovered The
Model Railroad Club of Union, N.J., and
along with it some amazing people. | then
went off into life: Hollywood, Atlanta and
finally Vermont. Now here it is, 15 or more
years since [ left New Jersey. and [ am at
an NMRA convention.

And so it began. The clinics were what
a New-Jersey-CNJ-harbor-loving-modeler
-living-in-Atlanta-and-coming-home-at-
last needed. For years I've collected infor-
mation—painfully incomplete informa-
tion—on Northeastern marine modeling.
But in one weekend [ collected more infor-
mation, resources and camaraderie than in
15 years of working “alone.”

[ saw old friends—Tony Liccese, Rich
Laube, Ed Small-—and met like-minded
souls, Tom Flagg and Elliott Janofsky. The
discussions with Bill Schneider of
Branchline Trains were humorous and
insightful. They showed me another side of
the hobby and reaffirmed my loyalty to
him and people like him who are willing to

create high-quality products for us, some-
times at substantial financial risk.

Elliott’s presentation on the creation of
an outstanding model of a Lehigh Valley
transfer bridge was, to say the least, inspir-
ing. His clinic was straightforward and
down to earth. And his eagerness to assist
me was sincere and friendly.

Indeed, the clinicians seemed more
interested in sharing information than in
lecturing “from on high.” Evidence of this
was my experience with Tom Flagg. To me,
he is a celebrity of sorts. His study, books
and presentations on harbor railroading are
remarkable. And he took a good deal of
personal time for me. Perhaps that’s normal
but it truly took me by surprise. Did he
notice my enthusiasm, or was it the
Photoshop trickery that amused him? (I
took a digital photo of Elliott’s transfer
bridge, dropped it into Photoshop, added
backgrounds and other “adjustments” then
presented it to Tom to see if he knew where
this photo might have been taken.) I cer-
tainly appreciated his time and genuine
desire to expand my knowledge on a sub-
ject we are both passionate about. When it
came to this hobby, | have always felt | was
a little “over the top.” But here in Stamford,
| felt welcomed and somewhat “normal.”
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I enjoyed Tony Koester’s perspectives
on multilevel track design. Henry
Freeman’s work on his Cumberland
Division of the B&O was not only inspir-
ing but quite helptul in methods of
research. I enjoyed the banquet. It wasn’t
too long or too short and although some
folks wanted a bit more food for the
money. Perhaps so. but I wasn’t here for
the food.

[ thought the auction could have been
done differently, with more than a few
things overpriced. But if [ want to find
“deals™ I can do so at a train show. This
was different. It was not about stuff, it
was about people. I had hoped there
would be more opportunity to learn from
other modelers, in an informal forum.
The one I did attend became a question
and answer session for the clinician over-
seeing it. That was good for what it was,
but there was a lot of knowledge in that
room. All of us have things we can share,
and [ believe that experience comes in all
shapes and sizes.

The contest room held an outstanding
array of models. The modelers’ showcase
really did give members a chance to show
their work—and without the pressure of a
contest. Mind you, contest pressure is usu-
ally self-inflicted, given the friendly and
supportive demeanor of the judges.

Would I go again? Absolutely! I would
encourage any modeler to go regardless of
skill level. Shoot, we're all just starting out.
We're all finishing up the track plan and
preparing to lay rail. It’s okay, because in
some way, we’re all beginners of some sort.

Parts of our culture these days seem to
consider it chic to be cynical and smart-
mouthed, “too cool” to mess with hobbies.
But [ affirm, coming together with a com-
mon interest in trains is a good thing. In
recent years, the NMRA has been
wrestling with its place in the model rail-
roading world. People seemed to be say-
ing, “Sure, you set the standards, but what
are you doing for me now?” Perhaps we
need to turn that one on its head, people:
What are you doing for the NMRA?

Many modelers long for that iconic
“golden era” of railroading. They model
circa 1954 when fraternal organizations
and civic responsibility were the norm.
Fraternal groups were great ways for peo-
ple to find a common bond and enrich
lives. Well, if you want it, come and get it.
One of the NMRA’s many great strengths
lies in being a fraternal organization.
Members get together and learn from each
other, sharing information and having fun.
All of which I had in Stamford. I am
renewed in my hobby and look forward to
enjoying life in a simple way, a railroad
reality 1/87th to scale. W
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MTA Metro-North Railroad conducted a tour of its Stamford maintenance shop.
Attendees got up-close and personal with electric M.U.’s and other equipment.
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Many convention attendees enjoyed a tour of the vintage subway cars and informative
displays at the New York City Transit Museum in Brooklyn.
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How do we get younger people into the hobby? Enthusiastic members of the R.1.T. Model

Railroad Club—some travelling from as far as Rochester, N.Y., and Boston, Mass. to
attend the convention—pose with clinician Tony Koester.

)
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By Ric Keefer
Green Mountain Division

| have been an NMRA member for years, but spent all of my time
with my local club or on my home layout. Stamford was my first
NMRA convention.

My first impression was regarding the registration process.
Once | paid the registration we heard nothing for several weeks (it
seemed), nothing acknowledging that our registration was
received. When we did get that acknowledgement and registered
for events it again seemed like it took a long time to hear back
from the committee. When we actually arrived to register, some
event numbers were changed. My friend and | were to be togeth-
er for operating sessions, and we were split up—generally not a
good feeling at the start. | attended some operating sessions, two
clinics, one Modeling with the Masters session, some layout
tours, and the banquet.

The operating sessions were great. It was good to see how
other railroaders set up and operated their railroads. Each oper-
ating session was different and we learned from them. It also con-
firmed many of the things my club was doing right, and gave us
some ideas for improvement. Layout tours had the same effect.

The clinic discussion groups | attended were excellent. The
speakers really knew their topics (“Intermediate DCC” and “Your
Computer and DCC") and were able to clearly express ideas and
concepts to the audience. Jim Scorse from NCE was especially
great at explaining all facets of DCC without ever saying a bad

Point of View: My First Convention Experience

word about anyone’s DCC system.

Modeling With the Masters was, in my view, the weakest part
of the event. | attended the session on building wood craftsmen
kits. It should have been a 6 to 8 hour session, or the instructor
should have had the kits “prepped” and ready to go. | am a fast
builder, yet | was only able to complete the basics of the kit. Most
people only were able to build two or three walls, and no one got
past installing the windows. There was no coverage in regards to
making the doors, installing the roof, or any other finishing details.
| did learn some things, but there was so much more that could
have been accomplished. Once we built one wall section there
was no need to continue on and build all the others, we had the
concept. Most of the time was taken in completing all four wall
sections.

The convention is facing the same problems as our local club
(and | suspect the NMRA as a whole): How to get new, younger
members to join? | suspect the average age at the convention was
between 50 and 60. It seems we gain members slowly, and our
membership base is passing on at almost the same rate. Add in
those who move away or drop out of the club for any other reason,
and we are showing a net loss in members. The answer is “hook-
ing the kids” on model railroading. Some of my friends and | are
working on a plan to try and interest younger model railroaders on
a local basis. The plan is still in the forming stages, but | will be
happy to report our progress to you in the future.

As for me, | intend to attend more conventions. Overall the
experience was good and something | look forward to again. W
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Back at the hotel, Jonathan Jones gave an excellent clinic on
modeling the urban llandscape.

Members of the Mohegan-Pequot club were busy setting up their

large modular layout in the Hospitality Room.
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Great models were on display in the Contest Room, like these
examples from Matt Snell, who joined us all the way from Ohio!
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Some conventioneers took advantage of a special Sunday operat-
ing session at The Model Railroad Club, Inc. of Union, N.J.
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Author Norman Frowley enjoying the fruits of hi

s labor, utlizing the Marklin Digital system to power up a railroad “his way.”

Wiring a railroad my way: Finale

Breaking the code, and how to sit back and behold the magic.

By Norman Frowley
Garden State Division

aving learned that the digital code is

generated by the Control Unit, ener-

gized by the Booster. and directed to
its destination by the Keyboard, Control
Board, Computer or Memory. its time to
consider the types of decoders receiving
the signal and actually doing the work
around the layout. There are several basic
types. First, there is the turnout decoder
(Marklin item 74460), which actually sits
on the underside of the C track itself. This
is a relatively delicate item, which must be
handled with care. Static electricity can
cause it damage. It has tiny, and [ mean
tiny dipswitches to set its digital address. It
plugs into the turnout motor, which also is
installed on the underside of the C track
and activates the motor’s solenoid by
allowing a momentary flow of current. The
one disadvantage of this decoder is that if
you permanently install your C track (as I

did), and then cover the C track with bal-
last (as I did), and fix the ballast in place to
some extent with an adhesive (as I did),
any problem with the decoder means
you've got to rip up a whole section of
track, ballast and all. It happened to me
once in three years, but its made me
rethink the wisdom of using such decoders
if you have plans to install the track as I
did. There are two ways to deal with this
problem of inaccessibility. Either you can
use another type of decoder, the K83
(Marklin item 6083), which normally is
installed under the layout, or you can still
use the 74460, and cut access holes below
the turnouts during construction. I'm not
happy with that thought because of the
decoder’s delicate nature. The substantial-
ly exposed circuitry of the decoder needs
to be protected, and the access hole elimi-
nates that protection. But it’s a thought.
Another type of decoder is the K83
decoder I just mentioned, which allows for
the transmission of a momentary flow of

current to activate, for instance, solenoid
accessories. I've made reference to sole-
noids before without explaining them, and
[ think this might be a good time to
describe what we’re discussing. A solenoid
is nothing more than an electromagnetic
mechanism, which activates things like
turnouts, uncoupler tracks and signals. It
consists of a soft iron core that can be
moved laterally inside a tube, with one
electric coil on either end. When one of the
two coils receives an electric current the
magnetic field created thereby attracts the
iron core, which in turn activates a slider
setting the turnout, signal or relay. When
the opposite coil is electrified the core
changes position and sets the turnout, for
instance, in the opposite direction. There is
an end shut-off contact, which separates
the solenoid from the activating current
after reaching the end position. This pre-
vents the solenoid from burning out even if
a permanent current is applied to it. The
K83 allows for this application of momen-
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Wiring a Railroad My Way: Finale cont from page 11

tary current when activated.

The decoder comes as a small box with
four separate sets of openings. Each set
consists of a red, yellow and green port.
Each set of ports has its own digital
address. A K83 decoder, therefore, has four
addresses in sequence: 1-4. 5-8, 9-12 etc.
What addresses it has is, again, determined
by dip switches which are located inside
the box. and are accessed by undoing two
screws which hold the box cover on.
Pressing the red button at the keyboard for
say address 1. which is part of a K83
decoder, will send current to the red port
in the set the ports assigned digital
address number "1." By plugging into
that port the wire from a signal intended
to activate its red aspect you can set that
signal red by pushing the red button on
Keyboard button number one. Likewise
if the wire for the green signal is plugged
into the green port at address number
one, pressing the green button on the
Keyboard’s number one will set the sig-
nal green. I think you get the idea.

The K84 (Marklin item 6084) is anoth-
er type of decoder. It is similar in appear-
ance to the K83. The difference IS that
the K84 contains micro relay switches
which turn current either permanently on
or off. This type of decoder is used to
control lights or motors. I also use it to
turn on the power to sound modules I
installed around the layout.

These decoders can be used, in addition,
in areas where you wish to shut track
power down completely for periods of
time. In switching yards or terminals, for
example, you may set up blocks to tem-
porarily prevent certain train movements
while switching operations are underway.
All you need do is isolate sections of track
with insulators and supply those sections

==

or blocks with track current running
through a K84 decoder. Turn the power on
manually with the press of a button, or
automatically as part of a Memory route.

Other decoders are contained within the
running equipment. Items 60902, 60960
and 60961, for example, are designed to
allow trains to respond to digital signals
for speed and direction and to activate on
board functions such as lights, sounds and
the braking and acceleration delay feature.

Although not described by Marklin as a
decoder, Item 7687, the digital retrofit for
its turntable, in fact works as a decoder
translating instructions from a keyboard
dedicated to turntable use. A template over
a keyboard’s buttons, when the retrofit is
installed, allows you to control the
turntable from a distance by the push of a
button or two. Positions on the turntable,
for example, are assigned numbers.
Pressing the corresponding keyboard num-
ber has the turntable revolve to that numer-
ical slot.

To provide digital power to operate
accessories through the various decoders
around the layout, I installed two addition-
al transformers and Boosters. | ran two
separate loops of red. brown (or ground)
and yellow wires (I call accessory power
sectors). Each loop is supplied by its own
transformer and Booster, and contains
multiple junction boxes into which
decoders may be connected. In this manner
I left the track power undiminished by
accessory power needs.

It’s a good idea while you’ re at it to run
additional loops of red and brown wire
from each of the transformers and Boosters
supplying track power, and to provide sim-
ilar points of entry to these loops, or junc-
tion boxes, around the layout. If you peri-
odically run hookup sets from the tracks

—

The Marklin Digital system relies on a series of easy-to-install hardware to control your trains in various blocks, and

to drive the wayside signals along your layout.

and have them accessible below the layout
you’ll have the option of making addition-
al connections to the power source in case
you find the effective power is waning in
any particular spot.

With the information we’ve covered |
was ready to set up an automatic signaling
and train control system. We’ll see how
that worked in the next section.

nually setting signals and controlling

trains to stop at red ones and start or

ontinue at green ones is certainly
fun. But, if you're operating more than one
or two locos at a time on the same track
and in the same direction vou've clearly
got to pay attention or a rear end collision
may be in your future. What is more. when
friends come over, you'd like to sit back
with them and just watch multiple trains
run for a spell under the control of a sig-
naling system. You'd have to hire someone
to do that unless there was some way of
having the trains take care of themselves
for a while. And, miracle of miracles, there
is a way to have them run automatically:
that is to say, to have the signals on the lay-
out control trains so there is never a threat
of rear end collision. The Marklin compo-
nents we discussed in previous articles,
with the help of a few others we haven't
covered as yet, accomplish the task.

We start this engineering adventure by
recognizing that digital locomotives come
equipped with a delayed braking and
acceleration feature which you can adjust
by removing the locomotive’s body and
turning a screw on the decoder unit one
way or the other. Using this feature or
“function” you can make your loco react
smoother, and thus more realistically than
if you manually brought your train to a
complete halt or accelerated from a dead
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stop. The Marklin automatic control sys-
tem takes advantage of this feature in the
following manner.

Each signal is connected to a signal
module beneath the layout. This module
(Marklin item 72441), looks very similar
to the K83 and K84, but its operation is
world’s apart from them. The signal’s
wires are attached to the Module through
designated ports. Those ports correspond
in color to the red or green signal wires.
You attach the activating wires from the
K83 decoder into the same ports the sig-
nal’s wires are connected to. In this way
the Module knows when the red portion of
the signal’s solenoid is being activated.
There are several additional wires which
emanate from the Module from labeled
ports. These wires go to one of three sec-
tions of track you've isolated from one
another.

ting on the loco. Space requirements may
dictate that the braking function be set to
bring the equipment to a relatively rapid
stop. The third sector, I call the emergency
braking sector. Marklin names it the safety
area. The Module here cuts off all track
power to prevent the train from "running"
the signal. If your deceleration sector is too
short for the speed of the train and the set-
ting on the braking function, your train will
be brought to an unrealistic screeching halt
when it hits this section of track. The emer-
gency stop sector should start just before
or at the signal itself.

So much for train control: now the auto-
matic part. Beyond each signal I installed a
circuit track. which contains a contact
switch for each direction of travel. The
switch closes a circuit when it contacts a
pick-up shoe from an electrified unit trav-
eling in the particular direction of travel

Using the built-in functions of the Marklin Digital
signal control system, you can create programs to

operate your trains automatically. Turn on the

trains and talk to your friends while the signals

prevent trains from colliding with one another.

The first section of track, set some dis-
tance before the signal. I call the detection
sector. Marklin calls it the transition
area.The Module transmits a negative cur-
rent to this sector when the red signal is
activated through the K83 decoder. As the
digital locomotive passes into this sector it
interprets the negative current as a stop
command. which in turn activates the
delayed braking function. The second insu-
lated section of track. closer to the signal. I
call the deceleration sector. Marklin calls it
the braking area. Sufficient current to
allow the train to stop continues to flow to
this sector through the Module. Other train
functions continue to operate in this sector,
such as lights or sounds, but they cannot be
controlled because the digital aspect of the
signal is cut off by the Module. This sector
must be long enough to allow the train to
come to a "natural looking" stop. You have
to experiment with the length of the decel-
eration sector verses the braking delay set-

you chose to have the switch react to. The
circuit track is connected through a run of
wire to a special feedback module (the s&88
decoder or Marklin item 6088). which in
turn is connected through a ribbon cable to
a Memory unit. Activation of each circuit
track will have the feedback module con-
tact the Memory and activate a series of
commands, which you have previously
programmed. In general, the commands in
the route program you've developed
include turning the signal that train just
passed to red, and setting the signal behind
the red one to green. This closes the signal
block behind the train and opens the pre-
ceding one to allow any following train to
run. As the train continues and passes the
next signal, it comes into contact with
another circuit track you’ve installed,
which sets that next signal red, closing the
signal block behind it. and changes the sig-
nal to green for the block behind the one
the prior red signal closed.

In this manner. you prevent rear end col-
lisions. But as you can see, the number of
trains you can control is limited by the
number of signal blocks your layout is able
to accommodate. With four blocks I can
only automatically control three trains.
There has to be one open block at all times.
Of course, I have to limit the length of the
train I run automatically so that its consist
does not extend beyond the block closed by
the engine’s contact with the circuit track.
Running an improperly long train obviates
the protection afforded the rear of the train
by the prior emergency stop sector.

Don’t want automatic operation? Simply
push the off button on the Memory dedicat-
ed to the automatic control system and you
return to manual control of everything.

Just a parting word on the s88 Module.
It has 16 inputs for contact generators. You
can connect three s88’s to each Memory.

The Marklin Digital controllers are
easy to program and operate.

The first s88 in the sequence addresses
routes Al-A8 on the Memory: the second
s88 communicates with routes B1-B8 and
the third routes C1-C8. You can use a total
of four Memories on the layout giving you
a total of 96 programmable sequences
available. The possibilities are mind-bog-
gling. Let your imagination go and you can
see contact generators creating a multitude
of automatic actions throughout you magic
kingdom.

Well, that completes our visit to the
wonders of the Marklin digital operation.
There’s so much more to this digital sys-
tem than I've been able to cover in these
articles. I've only touched the surface. I
hope my brief expose has given you some
ideas about the possibilities of digital oper-
ations in general, and of Marklin AC digi-
tal in particular. Happy modeling! W

Norman Frowley is Vice President of the
Garden State Division.
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MADE IN THE NER: Fos Scale Maodels

Every time we work on an Issue of our
newsletter, we learn a little more about the
intriguing world of journalism and pub-
lishing. One of the things we learned holds
true in my work in the theatre/show busi-
ness world as well—there are seldom any
new ideas! That said, this new feature
page “Made In The NER " is not my idea—
it has been a staple of the Mid-Eastern
Region (MER) newsletter, | believe for sev-
eral years now. In this regular feature page
we will present a model manufacturer, sup-
plier, or hobby shop located right here in
our own back yvard—the NER region itself.
The hope is that by bringing them to your
attention we can promote their products
and the hobby at the same time, thereby
making it easier for us lo keep those neat
new kits and products coming. After all, if
it weren't for these brave people starting
up a model railroading business, we would
not be enjoying the unparallel selection of
kits and supplies we see today. —Ed.

By Phil Monat
Metro North Division

oug and Anna Maria Foscale, the
founders of Fos Scale Limited,
design and produce high-quality HO

and O scale craftsman kits. This young
husband and wife team blend skills in art,
painting, graphics and architecture to cre-
ate unique structures using laser-cut walls,
roof cards, scale lumber and templates as
well as metal, plastic and resin detail parts.
Like many of us, Doug was born with a
love of trains. At 15, he went to work at an
architectural firm building models, which
led to an early introduction to building in
scale. He worked as a professional model
builder for architects for several years,
where his interest in buildings and struc-

Anna Maria and Doug Foscale

1.J. Hollender’'s Gymnasium, one of Fos Scale Models’ fine crasftsman kits.

tures grew stronger. Now, he and Anna
Maria devote themselves full time to Fos
Scale after moving the business to cozy
quarters in Pawcatuck, Conn., near the
Rhode Island state line.

Fos Scale grew out of Doug’s avocation.
When he was younger, Doug built fine
craftsman kits and designed and construct-
ed several dioramas, which he later sold on
eBay. After feeling the pain of seeing them
leave, he decided that designing fine
craftsmen kits would be easier on his
model railroading soul, and thus was Fos
Scale born in 2002.

All of the kits are set in the 1950s and
include the colorful signs and graphics
reminiscent of that era. Their first kit, Big
Lou’s Grill, was released in September
2002 and has long since sold out. "We gen-
erally like to have a theme of some kind
behind each kit," Doug says. "Beer and
pizza was the theme for Harrington’s Bar
& Enzo’s Pizza, and dinner and a movie
was behind the Drake Theatre & Nautilus
Diner combination." After seeing the stun-
ning and eye-catching J.J. Hollender’s
Gymnasium (see photo above), I was about
to ask the story behind that but I was wary
of the consequences!

Most of their other kits also support an
idea, helping the modeler to imagine an
entire scene before he or she starts to build
anything. A detailed assembly and weath-
ering booklet is included with all kits. To
see more of their wonderful work, visit
them at www.foslimited.com where you
can view the complete catalogue. I am
especially looking forward to their next kit,
Caldwell Junction, a collection of six
structures that would populate an entire
small railroad junction.

Doug and Anna Maria are model rail-
roaders who love the hobby and work in it
as well. They enjoy their avocation, which
is not always easy. They have found most
folks friendly and supportive which I sup-
pose says something about model railroad-
ers. Now that they’'ve moved from the
expensive real estate of New York, they
have room to start their dream layout. "It
will depict the New Haven for the most
part, says Anna Maria, “but it will be
based on most of the places Doug has
lived, mainly Queens, Brooklyn,
Westchester and now Connecticut.”

After seeing the quality of these kits and
talking with this terrific couple, I can’t
wait to see their layout! H

MADE
IN THE
NER

Fos Scale Limited
P.0. Box 1321
Pawcatuck, CT 06379

914-835-0680
www.foslimited.com
foslimited@aol.com
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Northern
Lighis

A look across the border for news and views from our
NMRA friends in Division Alouette, and across Québec and
the Canadian Maritimes.

BY/PAR JEFFREY MacHAN Division Alouette

New dues structure for
Canadian NMRA members

Membership for 1 year - C$20
Family membership - CS$5
Subscription to Scale Rails magazine - C$24
Subscription to the NER Coupler - CS9

All amounts in Canadian dollars to be
remitted to the NMRA Canada Registrar. 69 Schroder Crescent,
Guelph, Ontario, NIE 7B4. For more information on NMRA
Canada and to download a membership application or renewal
form, see http://www.nmracanada.ca

Call for nominations for Canadian
director, NER Board of Directors

The current board representative from Canada, Jeffrey MacHan, is
not seeking to renew his seat on the NER board. It is important to
have a voice on the board, especially since there are currently no
active divisions in either Québec or the Maritimes.

The NMRA and the NER are great resources for Canadian
model railroaders. The new dues structure makes NMRA mem-
bership more attractive than ever. If you are interested in giving
back to the model railroading community as an association offi-
cial, please consider standing for the NER board of directors.
Contact Ken May, NER President or Jeffrey MacHan, NER
Director for Canada, for more information.

Getting DAQ back on track (Division
Alouette du Québec)!

There is a lively ongoing discussion taking place on the Division
Alouette community forum on Yahoogroups.com concerning the
possibility of reforming the executive committee of the DAQ. If
you are a Québec member of the NMRA and you would like to lis-
ten in or, better yet, chip in, then join the discussion at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/DAQ/

The more the merrier!

Merry Christinas and Happy New Year!

Une nouvelle structure d’abonnement
aux membres Canadiens NMRA

Cotisation d’un an — 20 §
Cotisation familiale — 5 §
Abonnement a Scale Rails magazine — 24 §
Abonnement au NER Coupler — 9 S

Paiement en dollars canadiens a étre remis au Registraire
NMRA Canada, 69 Schroder Crescent, Guelph, Ontario, N1E
7B4. Pour plus de renseignements au sujet du NMRA Canada ou
pour télécharger des formulaires de cotisation, allez a
http://www.nmracanada.ca

Appel de candidatures pour le poste
de directeur pour le Canada au con-
seil d’administration du NER

Le membre du conseil du Canada. Jeffrey MacHan, ne se présente
pas pour un deuxiéme mandat. Il est important d’avoir de la
représentation du Canada d’autant plus qu'il n’y a pas de division
active au Québec ni dans les Maritimes.

Le NMRA et le NER offrent de ressources inestimables pour le
bénéfice des modélistes ferroviares canadiens. La nouvelle structure
de cotisation rend l'appartenance au NMRA plus attrayant que
Jamais. Alors, si vous étes intéressé a contribuer au développement
de la communauté de modélisme ferroviaire comme bénévole asso-
ciatif, pensez vous présenter comme membre du conseil du NER.
Contactez le président du NER, Ken May. ou le directeur actuel,
Jeffrey MacHan, pour des renseignements concernant le poste.

Remettre la DAQ sur les rails
(Division Alouette du Québec)!

Il 'y a un échange actif sur le forum Division Alouette sur
Yahoogroups.com au sujet de la relance du comité exécutif de la
DAQ. Si vous étes un membre du NMRA résidant au Québec et
le sujet vous intéresse, vous €étes invité a vous joindre 4 la con-
versation a ’adresse http://groups.yahoo.com/group/DAQ/

C’est plus de FUN en gang!
Joyeux Noél et Bonne et Heureuse Année!

"HARTFORD NATIONAL' 2009

The above name has been chosen for the NMRA National
Convention in Hartford, CT to be held from July 5-12, 2009. The
NMRA has signed contracts with the Connecticut Convention
Center and the Marriott Hotel in Hartford. The Host Committee
from the Northeastern Region has been formed consisting of

John Sacerdote, Chairperson; Vin Gallogly and Al Daley, Vice
Chairpersons. The Host Committee has formed a corporation
known as The Hartford National 2009, Inc. Everyone who is inter-
ested in helping with the convention should contact John
Sacerdote, at as soon as possible. Let us know your area of
interest. We hope to work with representatives from all divisions
within our region. No one is excluded. Contact John Sacerdote at
jsacerdote@hotmail.com or (860) 243-3831 to get involved!
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A new MV&W RS-3 receives some attention in the single stall engine house as the regular 0-8-0 switcher works Ogden Mills, locat-
ed in the town of Nickelton on Bob Davis’ Mashamou Valley & Western Railway. The layout will be one of many available to attendee’s
of the NER’s Spring Convention in Worcester, MA. PHOTO BY MIKE TYLICK.
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