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The crew of a New Haven 4-8-2 confers before taking a westbound manifest out of York Haven yard. The train left Worcester at the
crack of dawn, and it will shortly be working through Hoosac Tunnel on its way to Albany and it's D&H connection. The large class
R-3A engines are common on this line and everybody appreciates their power. The scene is on John Klotz's beautiful York Haven
Railroad, which will be open during the upcoming Metropolitan Limited convention.
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News and editorial commentary regarding the activities of
the Northeastern Region NMRA, from our president.

BY KEN MAY NER President

this opportunity to
B dhthank Joe Popecki
"W for his long tenure as
& Editor of the NER

| Coupler. For many
years Joe put out four
issues of our newsletter
with a consistent pres-
entation that rivaled the best of the Regional
publications of the NMRA. As a former edi-
tor, I believe I have an understanding of the
effort and commitment that Joe gave and we
have all enjoyed the fruits of his labors. So,
once again, thank you Joe.

This issue is the first produced by our
new editorial team, based in the Metro
North Division. Our new Editor is Phil
Monat, with Franklin Lang assisting and
Otto M. Vondrak serving as Art Director.
Barry Abisch will work with them to create
the file to place on the web site for those
who choose to download the newsletter
rather than receive it in the mail. I spent an
evening with them discussing what should
be in the NER Coupler, what should be pre-
senfed and how it should be presented to
make the newsletter more valuable to you
the member. [ hope you will let both the edi-
torial team and myself know if you have
suggestions that will further that goal.

I am kicking off the team to re-design
the NER Web Site. The team consists of
volunteers George ‘Scooter’ Youst and

=] Iwou]d like to take

Arthur Dutra. They are tasked with looking
at many of the model railroad web sites to
examine what works and what doesn't, and
develop a design that is eye-catching while
enhancing our ability to use the web-site
more effectively as aresource to our mem-
bership.

There are two other major projects in
progress. The rebuilding of the NER
Coupler archive continues. Due to the gen-
erosity of several NER members we have
received a substantial number of NER
Coupler back issues. Please note elsewhere
in this issue a listing of the issues weare still
looking for.

The other major project is the rebuilding
of the Baldwin Trophy record. Several past
winners have provided a written description
of their model(s) as well as photographs. A
new binder has been purchased and the
responses to date have been placed in the
binder. All submissions will also be kept on
CD. The CD’s have been offered to all win-
ners as a permanent record. We need help
from the general membership for one thing,
however. Some of these past winners may
have passed on or have moved. We do
nothave current addresses or the means to
contact them or their survivors. A list of
those individuals we are trying to contact
appears elsewhere in this issue. If you know
the address or phone number of one or more
ofthese past winners we would appreciate
your sharing it with us.

As we transition into the new adminis-
trative structure, we needed to find a
methodology to notify those members who
choose to receive their NER Coupler by
electronic means that a new issue has been
posted to the web site. Therefore, we have
established a group within Yahoo! Groups
called NER-NMRA. This electronic forum
will allow us to notify all subscribers that a
new issue of the NER Coupler has been
posted. It will also be a way for you to
communicate with NER officers and staff.
If you wish to receive the NER Coupler
without paying the $7 per year subscrip-
tion fee, then we urge you to subscribe to
this Yahoo! Group.

Finally, next spring is the time for the
election of all the officers and members of
the Board of Directors. I strongly believe
that it is important to the continued exis-
tence of our organization that there be new
participants in the leadership of the
Northeastern Region. Any NMRA member
living within the boundaries of the
Northeastern Region is eligible to serve. If
you have an interest in any elected or
appointed position in the Region, please
make it known to Mike Evans who heads
the Nominating Committee.

In closing, let me thank those working
on the Stamford Convention in advance for
all their hard work. The program looks
impressive, and I hope to see a great many
of you there,

A new road crew for The Coupler

yet, for the new crew is just taking The

Coupler out of the roundhouse for the
first time with this issue. Much of what
you will read in the following pages is a
look at the spring convention and the win-
ners of the various contests who worked so
hard on their models. One of many inter-
esting articles is Bob Hamm’s Strategy for
Model Contests which will hopefully act
as an impetus for more of us stepping up
and entering our own models in the AP
programs.

Looking ahead, your new Coupler road
crew intends to take the Coupler down
some new trackage. We would like to do
less looking back and more looking ahead
to allow for greater communication on

I'm not sure we're highballing along just

what’s planned in our local towns and
cities that other NER members may be
interested in. For example, is there a
planned op session that others might be
invited to? If so we would like to announce
it in advance. Are there significant local
shows or SIG events that deserve advance
notice? We would like to hear about what
is going on in other divisions throughout
the greater NER region. We would like to
highlight the many fine layouts in our
geography that don’t show up in the
national publications.

To accomplish the above, we need input
from you the reader. Maybe each division
could appoint a correspondent to feed us local
news. All input can be emailed to
PhilMonat@aol.com or mailed to The

Coupler, 3125 Independence Avenue, Bronx,
NY. Please keep in mind the Coupler will be
published four times a year. Any submissions
must be in our hands by November 15 for
inclusion in issue #221.

We hope we can take the Coupler on the
mainline while also recognizing that the
Coupler crew will stop and accommodate
you at any flag stop along the way. Just
flag us down with your thoughts, news and
happenings and we’ll hopefully take you
on a good ride.

— Phil Monat, Editor

— Tom Bartley, Contributing Editor
— Franklin Lang, Wordsmith

— Otto M. Vondrak, Art Director
— Barry Abisch, Web Coupler
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Contest
'Resulis

Model contest and showcase results from the recent Granite
State Flyer NER convention in Nashua, and the national

NMRA convention in Cincinnati.

BY BOB HAMM NER Model Contest Chairman

Model Showcase,
non-competitive
nd open to all

convention attendees,
debuted at this year’s
NER spring convention
| in Nashua. Held in

addition to the estab-
lished Model Contest, it provided an
opportunity for folks who simply want to
bring models to the convention to share
with other attendees. Some entrants gave
impromptu talks while others wrote short
descriptions of their work. The Showcase
was well-browsed and, with 28 models
entered, I’d call it a rousing success. Many
thanks to the following modelers and their
entries listed below:

Ralph Kimball . ........ Wormtown Oil
Howard Dwyer. . . Boilermakers Beer & Ale

Joe Parker ......... Wormtown Market
JACK BIIS: i ovn somiv wan v somuenis Store
Glen Glasstetter. . ....... REA Terminal
Glen Glasstetter . . . . . Section Houses (2)

Y IIA;\\-“— o

Tony Bucca . . Iroquois Lumber Enginehouse

Tony Bucca. . ... .. Burned Out Building
Larry Cannon . .......... Maple Grove
Rich Breton ........ Lou's Barber Shop
Greg LeBlanc. . . . . Wormtown Hardware
Mike Bvans . wnsewes Handcar Shed
Mike Evans .......c00vun D&H Coach
Rich:Breton: s éis 34a Berry's Electric
PaulLessard. . ......... Townhouses (3)
Bob Hamity . vvmmes oo Silverton Station
Bob HAIT ey cawn D&RG Reefer
PaulAllard. . . . Northern Vt. Diesels (2 Sets)
DonHowd.............. Milk cars (5)

Model Contest: We had a good contest.
Though small in number (seven in total)
the models were of high quality and made
for an enjoyable afternoon of judging.
Because of the low number, 1 decided not
to run the popular vote contest.

NMRA Judged Contest: All of the
models were built in HO scale. Two new
modelers, Jake Rosenfield and Chris
Carfaro, took several awards. Six models
competed at the Craftsman level while one

was entered in the Master classification.

Mike Evans took a first place in Motive
Power for his HO scale model of D&H RS-
3 #4045 with a score of 104 points. Nicely
done, Mike, despite rumors that one of the
couplers was seen as being upside down just
before the judging. (You don’t think we’re
going to forget that one, do you, Mike!) Way
to go! On to the National for you!

Don Howd brought over one of his milk
cars from the Model Showcase and entered
in the Passenger category, taking a second
place with his GPEX 1070. Very nice work
and thanks, Don. Your entry was much
appreciated. This is also an example of the
high quality of work we observed in many
of the Showcase models and suggests that
many would do well in the regular contest.
Don’t be afraid. We don’t bite.

Chris Carfero made his NER model
contest debut by proxy with his HO scale
Capatosta Marine Svcs Crane Barge in the
Non-Revenue Car category, taking a sec-
ond place. Way to go, Chris. Let’s see
some more.
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Photo by Bob Hamm
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Results from the NER Spring 2005 convention at Nashua.

Steve Erickson took a second in the
Craftsman Structure category with a nicely
done HO scale Franklin Watchworks model.

Rich Waltz, a recent contest regular,
walked off with a first-place award at the
Master level in Structures for his HO
scale coaling tower. Since the structure
was the spitting image of the tipple at
Durango, I offered to give the model a
good home at said location on my D&RG
narrow gauge layout, but Rich declined.
Keep ’em coming, Rich. You do great
work.

We had two entries in the Diorama cate-
gory in the Craftsman classification. Steve
Erickson snared a second place for his HO
scale model of a restaurant scene, and new
modeler Jake Rosenfield took first place
honors for his super diorama titled
“Roadside Delights.” Both models were
very well done. Way to go, guys!

The New England Railway Consortium
Award for second highest score by a new
modeler went to Chris Carfero for his

model of Capatosta Marine Services Crane
Barge with a point score of 77, The Sunrise
Trail Division Award for the highest score
by a new modeler went to Jake Rosenfield
for his HO scale diorama, Roadside
Delights with a score of 89.

Second highest point score, the HUB
Award, went to Rich Walz for his HO scale
coaling station with a score of 98 points.
And, the Best of Show, the Baldwin
Award, went to Mike Evans for his 104-
point HO scale model of D&H RS-3
#4045,

Very nice work by all who entered!

Last but certainly not least many, many
thanks to a great team of judges: Glen
Glasstetter, Don Howd, Mike Evans, Paul
Allard, Larry Cannon, Russ Berry, Rich
Breton, Paul Lessard and Tony Bucca.
Special thanks again to Russ Berry for
assisting me in running the contest. A big
thank you to Ken May and John Campbell
for printing the certificates. A great team
effort by all involved! H

New modeler Jake Rosenfield took first place honors in the Structures category for his super
diorama titled “Roadside Delights.”

Seacoast Division
“Granite State Flyer”
convention re-cap

On a beautiful Friday morning | drove to
Nashua, New Hampshire to attend the
‘Granite State Flyer." The Marriott hotel
was easily found, and | located the rooms
containing the convention activites with-
out difficulty.

In addition to registration activities, the
afternoon was filled with Seacoast
Division folks selling tickets to a substan-
tial raffle and the Bedford Boomers were
setting up and began operating a portion
of their very large modular HO scale
model railroad. The Little Rhody group
was also in attendance with its On30
‘Naragansett Bay Railway and Navigation
Company” modular layout. One thing that
was different at this convention was sev-
eral tables set up in the main room where
individuals could display model projects
underway or recently completed. In this
very informal setting interested people
could sit and talk and ask questions
about the model, modeling techniques
used, or anything at all. | very much
enjoyed this aspect of the convention
program.

That evening | saw three of the open
layouts. They were very impressive. Upon
return to the hotel | discovered that the
Bedford Boomers were inviting people to
participate in an operating session on
their layout.

On Saturday morning, after helping get
the registration area set up, | enjoyed
checking out the two layouts in the hotel.
| did not have the opportunity to sample
the fine clinic schedule. The rail fan trip
left in mid-morning and returned in mid-
afternoon. The trip was an approximately
25 mile ride on a Budd RDC railcar on the
Wilton Scenic Raillroad. Travelling on the
old Boston & Maine Keene and Hillsboro
branches, the ride was very enjoyable,
and the lunches were very good!

Saturday evening featured our regular
banquet with awards. Following the ban-
qguet an interesting and informative dis-
cussion was held on the future of the
hobby of model railroading. On Sunday
there were home layouts to visit on the
way home.

Thanks go to Rich Breton and the out-
standing crew from the Seacoast Division
for an outstanding convention program.

—~Ken May, NER President
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AP

Roundup

Twice a year The Coupler recognizes the accomplishments of
our fellow NER Members in the NMRA Achievement
Program, from Golden Spike to Master Model Railroader!

BY PAUL ALLARD NER Advancement Program Manager

| Welcome to the latest
Achievement Program
roundup  for  the
Northeastern Region.
Twice a year, we recog-
nize the accomplish-
ments of NER mem-
bers in the NMRA
Achievement Program. Many modelers
start their journey by earning the Golden
Spike Award. They demonstrate their skills
by building six pieces of rolling stock, five
structures, eight square feet of scenic lay-
out, three types of trackage plus an electri-
cal feature. They simultaneously run two
trains on their model railway. We have five
members earning the Golden Spike Award:
Russell A, Grills, Cazenovia, N.Y.; Edward
J. O Rourke, Syracuse, N.Y.; Michael
Shanahan, Tully, N.Y.; Gary Frost,
Camillus, N.Y. and Tom Staton,
Skaneateles, N.Y. All five members are
from the Central New York Division. I am
sure that other divisions have members
who have completed the necessary work.
Please consider applying for the Golden
Spike Award.

The Achievement Program has 11 cate-
gories to acknowledge skill accomplish-
ments in both the technical and service
phases of model railroading. Six of these
categories require that the modeler build a
model that earns at least 87 1/2 points out
of the maximum 125 points available.
NER members have earned Merit Awards
in five of the six AP categories for a total
of 32 Merit Awards. Motive Power Merit

Awards were issued to: Joe Bux for his
NYO&W locomotive #26, three to Richard
Lautenslager for his Reading #1161 a
2-8-0, #1109 another 2-8-0 and his USRA
Mikado #1609, Mike Evans for his D&H
RS-3 #4045 and Robert Malberti for his
PRR J1 #6438. Mike’s RS-3 also earned
the Baldwin Trophy for best in show at
the NER Spring Convention in Nashua,
NH. A Car Merit Award was issued to
Norman Frowley for his 40-foot truss
wooden flat car.

Structures were very popular with the
NER members this time. Twenty-two
Structure Merit Awards were issued.
Richard Lautenslager earned 12. His
structures were: Warren truss bridge,
coaling trestle, coaling tower, Auburn
Station, David Carpets Ltd., freight
house, Northbay Station, Temagami
Station, Bishop's Factory, train shed, coal
mine and Cayuga Co-op warehouse. Tom
Staton earned eight Merit Awards. His
structures were: sand house, water tank,
coaling facility, single stall engine house,
repair shack, Aunt Carrie's Sea Food,
turntable bridge and Narragansett Station.
Richard Waltz earned a Merit Award for
his coaling tower model and Tom
Wortmann earned one for his Asken gird-
er bridge.

Both Jim Heidt and Brian Curry earned
Merit Awards for scenery. Brian Curry
also earned one for Civil Engineering. The
only category that the members missed
was Prototype Modeler.

NER members earned 18 Achievement

Program Certificates across nine of the
eleven AP categories. Only Prototype
Modeler and Cars were not represented. A
Motive Power Certificate went to Richard
Lautenslager. Structures Certificates went
to Richard Lautenslager and Tom Staton.
James Heidt and Brian Curry earned
Scenery Certificates. Richard
Lautenslager and Brian Curry earned
Civil Engineering Certificates. Edward
O'Rourke and Brian Curry earned
Electrical Engineering Certificates. Phil
Monat qualified as Chief Dispatcher. Jim
Heidt earned an Official Certificate. Four
NER members earned Volunteer
Certificates: James Heidt, William
Fredlund, Donald Jennings and Tom
Wortmann. Joe Bux, Jeff Paston and
James Heidt earned Author Certificates.

You may have noticed between this
report and my last report, Brian Curry's
name has come up many times. In fact, it
has come up for seven AP Certificates.
Brain has completed the requirements for
Master Model Railroader and becomes
NMRA MMR #350. Congratulations to
Brain and all the NER Members who par-
ticipated in the NMRA Achievement
Program. [s it time for you to join in the
fun and education provided by the
Achievement Program? To get started con-
tact your Division AP Manager as listed in
the NER Coupler. If your Division does
not have an AP Manager, contact me
directly. Your AP Staff is always ready to
help you succeed on your journey to
Master Model Railroader. W

The Achievement Program has eleven categories to acknowledge skill

accomplishments in both the technical and service phases of model rail-

roading. Six of these categories require that the modeler build a model that

earns at least 87 1/2 points out of the maximum 125 points available. NER

members have earned Merit Awards in five of the six AP categories for a total

of 32 Merit Awards.
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Brian Curry earns MMR Award

By Paul Allard
NER AP Manager

Curry has earmmed the NMRA

Achievement Program's highest award.
He is Master Model Railroader No. 350.
Brian models in N scale and has construct-
ed a beautiful home layout. If you have
seen his railroad, you are well aware of his
many, highly detailed scenes. Over the
years, Brian has been very successful in
the NER Contest Room. His models have
earned the Baldwin Trophy on multiple
occasions.

Let's review Brain's accomplishments
on the way to MMR. He has certificates
in both Motive Power and Cars. The three
motive power models are all narrow gauge.
Two were done in Nn3 and one in HOn30.
The eight cars were also narrow gauge
models. Six were done in Nn3 and two in
HOn30. Brian has demonstrated that he is
one of the Northeastern Region's finest
craftsmen with his outstanding detailed
Nn3 models. I have never seen such fine
workmanship.

To earn the Structures Certificate, Brian
built twelve outstanding models. Ten were
completely scratch built. His N scale
Paddle Wheel Car Ferry, Ferry Apron and
Great Lakes Light House are three of my
favorites. The car ferry and apron combine
to produce a very interesting rail to marine
scene. The ferry earned 109 points while
the apron earned 112 points on a 125-point
scale. The lighthouse has a beautiful spiral
staircase leading up to the light.

Brian has placed these first class models
into very believable scenes to earn the
Scenery Certificate. His outside curves
have a feature that I had not seen on other
layouts. He places significant area beyond
the outside track before the edge of his
bench work.

The trains are more interesting traveling
through the countryside instead of riding
along the edge of the modeled world. Brain
recently placed a mobile TV camera in a car
to be able to film his layout from a moving
train. The extra scenery on the outside
curves made the train view very realistic.

Brain has earned both the Civil and
Electrical Engineering certificates. His N

Iam pleased to announce that Brian

= i RS
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Master Model Railroader No. 350 Brian Curry poses with his N scale layout.

Brian has given back much to the hobby. He has

been the Central New York Division's Achievement

Program Manager for many years. He has helped

many CNY members earn AP certificates by guid-

ing them through the paperwork maze. Through

this hard work, he earned the Volunteer certificate.

and Nn3 track work is outstanding. His
trains travel on a smooth, crafted carpet as
they venture throughout the countryside.
His layout is powered by DCC so he
installed decoders in his motive power. He
addressed electrical issues on complex
track age such as crossings and dual gauge
turnouts.

Brian has given back much to the
hobby. He has been the Central New York
Division's Achievement Program Manager
for many years. He has helped many CNY
members earn AP certificates by guiding
them through the paperwork maze.
Through this hard work, he earned the
Volunteer certificate.

On April 30, 2005, the Central New
York Division had a special awards meet-
ing on their 20th anniversary. The CNY
members earned five Golden Spike Awards
and twenty-three Achievement Program
Certificates. Brian has been instrumental
in the outstanding AP accomplishments
throughout this division. At this meeting,
it was my pleasure to present Brian with
his Master Model Railroader certificate.

Please join me in congratulating Brian
Curry, Master Model Railroader # 350. He
is very skilled modeler who has demon-
strated his accomplishments in model rail-
roading through his participation in the
NMRA Achievement Program. M
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NER Empire
E Builders

Occasional news and photos of layout construction progress,
showcasing the work of NER members as they go about
building their empires—large or small.

BY TOM BARTLEY Contributing Editor

ong before that peddler freight chuffed past a

densely forested stretch of right-of-way, en route

to a prototypically correct siding serving a richly
detailed industrial plant, there was plywood. And a
vision. Wires. And a plan. Sawdust. And a mess. No
engine has ever run on any layout without the frequent
chaos, occasional confusion—but also the welcome
camaraderie—of the construction period. Few of us
will be building empires on the scale of Henry
Freeman’s re-creation of the B&O’s Cumberland
Division, seen here preparing for next month’s NER
Fall Convention. Henry’s layout, located in suburban
Mount Kisco, N.Y., will be an accurate representation
of the traffic patterns of 1956, complete with timetable
and frain order operation. Currently, a small army of
dedicated model railroaders is hard at work assembling
benchwork, laying track, and running wires (having
the convention less than a month away is a good moti-
vator).

All of us who are beginning a layout, be it our first
or fifth or fifteenth, have either passed through this fas-
cinating phase or someday will. And we’d like to doc-
ument your hard work and share pictures of it with our
readers. So, if you have photographs showing how you
conquered the construction phase, please send them
along with a short description of your layout. You can
send your photos to Coupler Editor Phil Monat,
include a SASE to have your materials returned (please
see contact info on page 2). B

L A i s e
High mountains dwarf layout owner Henry Freeman as he checks clear-
ances on the B&O0 High Line through the Magnolia Cut-Off.

S K ™ =5 '-I \:Il)i-"

Tom Clannan of New Jersey lays some flextrack that will lead to hidden
staging tracks at the west end of the railroad.

Bob Smith leads the battle against errant electrons, seen here installing
circuit breakers at one of the yard leads in Cumberland.

Barry Abisch (left) and Otto Vondrak (right) help assemble roadbed
splines on Henry Freeman’s B&0 Cumberland Division.

* THE COUPLER - 8 « ISSUE 220



P e e

All aboard! Restored to its original New Haven colors, CDOT FLO9m 2024 departs Stamford station

I e ol -
with a full Danbury branch train.
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All aboard the Metropolitan Limited!

The biggest NER regional to be held in Stamford, Connecticut

By Tom Bartley
Metro North Division
Superintendent

he biggest con-

vention in the

rich history of the
Northeastern Region—
with more days, more activities and more
first-time regional programs—is just
weeks from throwing open its doors. And a
record number of conventioneers could be
walking through them.

A number of factors, including a long
holiday weekend and an area teeming with
irresistible rail and non-rail attractions, has
made possible a blockbuster event of these
memorable dimensions. “The truth is,
we’ve simply put more into everything the
convention will offer,” says Convention
Chairman Phil Monat of the host Metro
North Division.

The Metropolitan Limited will take
place over four days, Oct. 6-9, at the beau-

tiful Sheraton Stamford in downtown
Stamford, Conn. Within those walls the
convention will offer more than 25 clinics;
a separate series of intensive, hands-on
Modeling With the Masters workshops: a
full-scale modeling contest as well as
model displays; a silent auction; operating
layouts; non-rail activities; and a star-stud-
ded banquet.

Modeling With the Masters, an NMRA
program presented in conjunction with its
Educational Network, will be a first for an
NER convention Taught by Master Model
Railroaders, the convention’s four hands-
on workshops, each lasting four to five
hours, will improve any modelers* skills in
building wood craftsman kits (a black-
smith shop), laser structure kits (small
building) and white metal kits (bulldozer)
or scratchbuilding with styrene (a bunk
house). Take one, or all four. Multiple
workshops can be chosen at discount pric-
ing. (visit http://metronorthnmra.org/
convention/workshops.htm).

Outside the hotel, often critical in creat-
ing a successful convention, an array of
spectacular resources awaits—from the
glitter of Big Apple jewels like Grand
Central Terminal to the basement layout
gems of nationally known model railroad-
ers, The Grand Central visit (see
http://metronorthnmra.org/convention/
prototypetours.htm) will include a behind-
closed-doors tour of this historic terminal
and an opportunity to pilot a Metro-North
simulator. Other New York City tours offer
an insider’s look at the world-famous sub-
ways, a seat at a hit Broadway show, visits
to Manhattan‘s world-class museums or as
self-indulgent a Fifth Avenue shopping
spree as the pocketbook allows.

Closer to the hotel, conventioneers can
get a guided tour of the Stamford Metro-
North Railroad Maintenance Facility to see
skilled personnel working on the equip-
ment that runs the largest commuter rail
network in the country. In addition, they
can take in the Danbury Railway Museum
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Modeling With
The Masters

For those already registered for the con-
vention’s Modeling With the Masters
workshops, it’s important that we learn
your modeling scale as quickly as possi-
ble. Since we never asked, it's likely you
never told us when you registered! So to
be sure you work on a kit in your scale,
one you will be proud of and can use on
your layout, please contact Phil Monat,
the convention chair, today by e-mail
(PhilMonat@aol.com) or telephone
(718) 884-0261 and tell him if you have
a scale preference other than HO. For
those registering now, indicate your
scale on the registration form and, to be
doubly certain of getting the right kit, e-
mail Phil as well.

For those who decided not to register
for any one of these great workshops,
you are passing up a terrific way to
enrich your skills as a modeler and tack-
le projects under the guidance of a
Master Model Railroader. MMRs provide
far more than kit-specific information
during a workshop, offering "inside
baseball" tips, like rotating a pencil as
you draw a guideline or showing you
ways to improve cuts with an X-acto
knife. It's information you'll carry over
into all aspects of your modeling.

While MWTM workshops ordinarily
require, among other things, substantial
travel and a full weekend's commitment
of time, you'll find them just down the hall
at the Sheraton. You can take part in
these hands-on workshops, take home
one or more finished projects and still
take in much of the convention’s many
other activities.

Seats are available in each of our four
workshops, covering laser-cut and wood
craftsman kits, styrene scratchbuilding
and white metal kits.

Enhancing the appeal of that last ses-
sion will be Master Model Railroader Al
Boos. One of the nation’s premier white
metal modelers, Al is flying in from Texas
to join the MWTM faculty, adding his
expertise across the board. But he'll no
doubt bring extra inspiration, experience
and insight to Sunday's bulldozer-building
session. If you've ever wondered whether
a MWTM weekend was for you, you ought
to try one or more of these great "just-
down-the-hall" workshops. l

Visit www.metronorthnmra.org for
more information!

The Metropolitan Limited con't from page o

and the Shoreline Trolley Museum on self-
guided tours.

Another tour will kick off the weekend’s
jam-packed schedule, hours before the
convention’s formal start and miles away
from the convention headquarters. For
those signed up to run trains on John
Sacerdote’s beautiful layout in Bloomfield,
Conn.—or any other conventioneers on
their way to Stamford—Branchline Trains
(East Hartford, Conn.) will open its doors
for a Thursday afternoon factory tour (for
details, go to http://metronorthnmra.org/
convention/operatingsessions.htm).

For conventioneers seeking hands-on
experience, the Metropolitan Limited will
offer a record-setting five operating ses-
sions, with the ability to put almost 100
operators to work. Despite having the
greatest number of visits ever available for
an NER convention, the Metropolitan
Limited’s planners are scrambling to add at
least two and perhaps three more dates to
satisfy the heavy demand to attend these
sessions.

Yet just accommodating the current
schedule means operating sessions will
be under way even as the convention
opens. They will continue during its run,
and even roll on after the final gavel has
come down. “If you really enjoy opera-
tions, you’ll be able to operate at least
three times on different layouts over this
long weekend and still have time to take
in other layouts and clinics, go to
Modeling With the Masters or join other
exciting trips,” says convention chair
Monat. “No prior operating experience is
required for any of these sessions—just
an interest in running a model railroad
like the real thing.”

Thursday evening, as the Sheraton
greets the first arrivals, John Sacerdote’s
Berlin, Bangor and Maine and Phil’s
Delaware & Susquehanna Railway will
begin the operating marathon. It culmi-
nates Sunday afternoon, with an opportu-
nity to take a throttle at the world-famous
layout of The Model Railroad Club in
Union, N.J.

While the operating sessions will take
place at a limited number of sites, dozens
of large, impressive layouts will welcome
visitors who want to see a pike rather than
run it (see http://metronorthnmra.org/

convention/layouts.htm). At least 20 home
layouts and 4 clubs, many of them
already familiar via the pages of Model
Railroader, are on the tour. Bob
Collett’s Huntington & Hartford RR, for
example, appeared in the December
1996 MR, and John Klotz’s York Haven
Railroad in December 1990. Great
Model Railroads also featured the York
Haven in 1995 and 1998 and this year
highlighted John Stamatov’s Muscoot
Valley. Henry Freeman’s meticulous
recreation of the Baltimore and Ohio’s
Cumberland Division will soon be pub-
lished, as he races to get thing up and
running in time for the convention.
Three of the clubs—the Stamford Model
Railroad Club, the New York Society of
Model Engineers and The Model
Railroad Club of Union N.J.—have
already been published.

Meanwhile, back at the hotel, a week-
end’s worth of clinicians, many of them
recognized authorities on the topics they’re
presenting, will cover a wide range of sub-
ject matter (visit http://metronorth
nmra.org/convention/clinics.htm).
Working in a 90-minute format, the clini-
cians will have ample time to present their
material, take questions and talk with the
clinic attendees. More than 25 clinics will
run on Friday afternoon and evening and
Saturday and Sunday mornings. The
schedule is available for download online
at http://metronorthnmra.org/media/pdf/
NERConventionClinicSchedule.pdf.

To handle all these activities, the con-
vention hotel had to be as supersized as
the weekend. The beautiful Sheraton
Stamford fits the bill, with more than 400
guest rooms offering two double beds,
spacious meeting facilities and a large
atrium lobby that will fill with model
railroad clickety-clack and model rail-
roader chitchat. Just off the lobby as
many as nine meeting rooms will host
clinics, workshops, auctions, contest and
non-rail programs.

Saturday night’s Banquet will include a
Symposium on the future of the hobby,
with a panel featuring Tony Koester,
Lionel Strang and NMRA president John
Roberts. If you have not as yet signed up,
call or e-mail John Cambell to make your
reservation for the banquet. l
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FALL 2005 NER NMRA CONVENTION [reg.#
REGISTRATION FORM Mz

Hosted by the Metro North Division NER NMRA ¢ October 7-9, 2005 ¢ Stamford, CT REV. AUG. 29, 2005

Name: NMRA #
Address: * NOT AN NMRA MEMBER? SEE LINE 5
a State: ZIP: Scale Preference:
E-mail ) Pre-Reg. PAID: 1 YES 0 NO
Phone: Is this your first convention? 1 YES
1. Primary Registrant: REGISTRANT #1 NAME (before 7/15/05) $35.00 =$.35.00
oor 709 s010-5
2. Spouse Attending: REGISTRANT #2 NAME $1500=$§
3. Youth (12-16) Attending: REGISTRANT #3 NAME $15.00=§
4. Youth (12-16) Attending: REGISTRANT #4 NAME $15.00=8_

2. NOT A MEMBER? You must register now for an NMRA "Railpass” 6 month trial membership! mp——————$§10.00 = §

RAIL TOURS REGISTRANT

6. Grand Central Terminal Tour - CHECK ONE: () FRLAFTERNOON () saT.AFTeRnoon.. = 1. 22 03 04  @$2200=$
7. New York City Transit Museum Tour (SAT. N.IOHNING} ...... i) 41,22 33 04  @$2900=$
8. Metro-North Railroad Stamford Shop Tour (FRI. MORNING). ............... 1,312 23 04 ~ @$1500=$
9. Escorted NYC/Broadway Show Tour (Bus Only) (SAT. MORNING).......... g1 32 03 04  @s$2500=$
10. Escorted NYC/Museum Mile Tour (Bus Only) (SAT. MORNING). .......... 21,202 03 04  @$2500=$
11. Greenwich Garden Education Center (SUN. MID-DAY).................. 21, 22 33 04  @$1000=$

WORKSHOPS - MODELING WITH THE MASTERS Scale preference: 10 JHO OS ON

FOUR WORKSHOPS TO CHOOSE FROM: A. Styrene (SAT. 8am-1pm), B. Wood Craftsman Kit (SAT. 1pm-6pm),
C. Laser Structure Kit (FRI. 6pm-11pm), D. White Metal Kit (SUN. 9am-2pm). PRICING PER REGISTRANT: $45 for one selection,
$85 for two, $120 for three, $150 for all four.

12. Workshop Selection (REGISTRANT#1). .. ... +vvvoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn, bl Al "

13. Workshop Selection (REGISTRANT #1). .. ... +..evneeneeneeeeeneeneenenns JA QB QC QD =$

14. Workshop Selection (REGISTRANT #1). .-+ +vvvoeveeeeee e eee e QA BB QG R "

15. Workshop Selection (REGISTRANT #1). .. ... +...evveeeeee e QA OB Lt Ob =$

SUBTOTALFEORPABGEDRE. .....civvnonmammnimmmmesa s e s s s s wiis S v innssns $
IMPORTANT: PLEASE COMPLETE BOTH SIDES OF THE FORM! >»>»>»

FOR OFFICE USE: RLIEICH A PAID Reg. #:




LAYOUT TOUR INFO: ADVANCE MAILING

13. ADVANCE MAILING: Convention Layout Tour Map Packet................coovviiiniiinnnnn, _____@$500=$
14. Banquet SATURDAY EVENING (Registrant 1) 1 14A. Beef (1 14B. Chicken 1 14C. Vegetarian  ......... @$39.00=$
15. Banquet SATURDAY EVENING (Registrant 2) (1 15A. Beef [ 15B. Chicken [ 15C. Vegetarian ......... @$39.00=$
16. Banquet SATURDAY EVENING (Registrant 3) (1 16A. Beef [ 16B. Chicken [ 16C. Vegetarian ......... @$39.00=$
17. Banquet SATURDAY EVENING (Registrant 4) 1 17A. Beef [ 17B. Chicken 1 14C. Vegetarian ......... @$39.00=§
REGISTRANT
18. Express Breakfast Buffet SATURDAY AM. . .. ..o oonnnnnnnnnns, J1 02 W03 34 @s1000=$
19. Express Breakfast Buffet SUNDAY AM. . ..........covvivinininnninnns 122 33 04 @s1000=$
| MERCHANDISE N
20. Metropolitan Limited Hat (One-Size-Fits-All) . . .......ooiriiriiiii it iie i inennanns _____@%13.00=$§
21. Metropolitan Limited SweatShirt M L QXL QO2XL ......coivviiiiiiiiiiiinnn ____ @$2500=%

SEND THIS FORM AND PAYMENT TO: Page 1 Total: §

% IMPORTANT! *

Please make checks payable to: JOHN CAMPBELL, JR. Page 2 Total: §
uN ER co NVE NTIONS" 63 ALEXANDER DR]VE Deduct Pre-Paid Reg.: s
EAST HARTFORD, CT 06118 | grand Total due:§

NO CREDIT CARDS ¢ PAYMENT IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY

gg; YOU MUST MAKE YOUR OWN RESERVATIONS FOR LODGING. The Sheraton Stamford Hotel
St ‘**‘l ) (2701 Summer Street, Stamford, CT 06905) will be hosting our convention. Please mention “NER Fall
LGt Convention” to get the special rate. Call (800) 325-3535 for reservations.

OPERATING SESSIONS - NO CHARGE, RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

* THURSDAY EVENING REGISTRANT  Sist stco
22, Delaware & Susquehanna Railway (HO) - Phil Monat - Bronx, N.Y. - LIMIT10.............. S1. 22 33 24 [0 [
23. NEW!! Berlin, Bangor and Maine (HO) - John Sacerdote - Bloomfield, CT. - LIMIT10 ....... Q132 33 34 3
23A. NEW!! Burlington Route (HO) - Dick Wolter - Stamford, CT. - LIMIT12 ................... 41 d203 Q04 3 g
24. Port Sebago & Southern (HO) - Al Oneto, Fairfield, CT. - LIMIT12. .. .....vvveeeennnnnennns H1 9203 34 3 [
25. Burlington Route (HO) - Dick Wolter - Stamford, CT. - LIMIT12 ... ... ovveveeennennnnn,. . 21 02 03 Q04 [ ]
25A. NEW!! Delaware & Susquehanna Railway (HO) - Phil Monat - Bronx, N.Y. - LIMIT10 ...... 21 22 23 24 3 ]
* SUNDAY AFTERNUUN REG'STRANT cf'gglsgz %Ecnc:?&n
26. Hudson, Delaware & Ohio (HO) - The Model Railroad Club, Inc., Union, N.J. - LIMIT50 ...... 91 22 03 Q4 [ []




Strategies for model contests

Filling in the forms to finish first

By Bob Hamm, MMR
NER Model Contest Chairman

odel contest is one of the core activ-
Mities at NER conventions and can be

one of the most enjoyable as well
for participants, spectators and staff. After
weeks and often months in building the
completed models, many masterpieces, they
are ready to share with fellow modelers.
The models are judged using a uniform
point score method to compete with similar
entries for place awards as well as point lev-
els for merit awards for the Achievement
Program. Recognition is given the all award
winners at the banquet.

We want the whole activity to be enjoy-
able for everyone involved and work hard to
streamline and minimize the administrative
aspect. The contest rules are simple and
straightforward and available at the NER
website as well the contest room during
conventions. Likewise for the entry forms
which are designed to gather the minimum
information we need about you, the builder
and the model itself. There two forms to fill
out, a registration form and a model descrip-
tion form. A third, the judging form, will be
made out and given to you after the judging
with your scores and the judge’s comments.

Some modelers view making out the
forms as drudgery and spend as little time as
possible with them. After having done con-
tests both regionally and nationally many
times over the years, I view the forms a lit-
tle differently. While it’s not my favorite
activity, there are ways to take the work out
of it. First off it’s always better to do them
home before you come to the convention.
There is less pressure and you can easily
access your prototype references, which
you might forget if you wait until the con-
vention itself. Secondly, I view the process
as an opportunity to tell the judges and fel-
low modelers about this really great model
and all the neat things I’ve put into it.

Registration forms are pretty straightfor-
ward and starts with your name, model
name, scale, etc. Classification and catego-
ry are next.

Classification establishes contest experi-
ence and skill level. If you have never won

The contest entry forms are designed to tell help you describe yo

a first place in a given model category, then
you can compete as a craftsmen. If you have
won a first place then you must compete as
a master. This allows you to compete with
modelers of similar skill levels. First, sec-
ond and third place awards are available for
each classification. If you have never
entered an NER model contest before, then
you are also eligible to compete for several
new modeler awards. Similarly if you just
want to have your model judged for a merit
award for the Achievement Program (AP),
only then check that box.

Category simply defines the type of
model such as freight cars, passenger cars,
structures, etc., so similar types compete
against each other. The seven listed repre-
sents a good balance between having too
many categories which results in little or no
competition and too few categories which
pairs too many dissimilar models against
each other which also results in poor com-
petition.

Motive Power includes diesels, electrics,
gas-electric etc. everything except steam.
Splitting each of these into separate cate-
gories just isn’t justified by the numbers of
entries. Freight and passenger cars are
straightforward. Non-Revenue cars and
cabooses are paired again to increase entry

wiwey qog &g 010yd
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ur work to the judges.

numbers to foster good competition.

Dioramas and structures are similar, Both
contain buildings and may be surrounded
with scenery. In the diorama category we
judge the complete scene, while for struc-
tures we regard only the building itself
whether it has scenic elements or not.
Sometimes it’s not clear which is the best
category to enter. If your model is set in a
nice scene, you can go either way and may
want to decide based on the competition.
Individual structures in a scene can be
Jjudged as separate structure entries. For AP
consideration structure merit awards are
given for model achieving 87.5 points while
no merit awards are given for dioramas
regardless of point score.

Scoring and awards information is filled
in by the contest staff when the forms are
returned to you after the judging.

The form then continues with several
questions to help determine which classifi-
cations you are eligible to compete in. Also
we ask if the model has ever won a region-
al or national competition. Those that have
are not eligible to enter.

The rest of the form gathers remaining
boilerplate including name, address, mem-
bership numbers and finally your signature
to establish a basis of ownership if there is
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Strategies for model contests continued from page 13

any question when you pick up your model
since we generally do not give out receipts
for models.

Model description form is the really
important part to making sure your model
does well. It’s less a question of right or
wrong in making out the description form,
then using it as a strategy to get the best
score, and I'll try to give you some tips on
what works and what doesn’t.

You do not have to use the NER form,
but if you don’t, be sure to include the same
information and try to keep it in the same
order. If you don’t, the judges may or may
not be able to find what they need to award
you the best possible score. Typed is better
than hand written unless your printing is
very good. Best strategy— Use the form and
type in the info!

Generally more information is better than
less. However, once the description spills
over onto multiple pages it effectiveness
may diminish because the judges only have
time to read a page or two at the most. Also,
keep your phrasing concise to the point of
being clipped. You will not be graded on
grammar. If you use the form, fill in using
all the lines and keep the overage to a max-
imum of one extra page. If you use your
own format keep it to two pages of descrip-
tion (not including prototype documenta-
tion). In both cases put the most important
information at the start of each section
rather than the end. Best strategy— Use the
form and fill out completely and concisely
with important info up front.

The model description form addresses
five factors each one comprising a different
aspect of the judging. These are conformity,
construction, detail, appearance, and
scratch-built. Each one has a different set of
judging criteria. All are judged based on a
two-dimensional point matrix, which
assesses both the complexity of the model
versus how well the builder did. Several
examples will be given as I describe the fac-
tors. The total number of points that a model
can achieve is 125.

Conformity refers to the prototype or
prototype intent of the model and is worth
up to 25 points. You are judged on the
complexity of the prototype and how well
you have captured that in your model, so
you need to do a good job describing the
prototype. If it is a freelance model, still
describe the type of prototype to establish

the type of construction and features. In
either case attach prototype plans, photos
and/or other documentation to substantiate
your model. Lacking such documentation
will limit your factor score to a maximum
of 15 out of 25. Also if your model devi-
ates from the documentation, be sure to
point that out. Best strategy — choose a
model which has more rather than fewer
prototype features and use one or two pho-
tos which really look like the model.

Construction considers the quality and
craftsmanship in how the model is put
together and is worth 40 points. Describe
the materials and techniques you used to
construct the model particularly pointing
out any unusual techniques such as mold-
ing or machining parts, or assembly jigs.
With construction it is a complexity versus
quality matrix. For example, consider a
beautifully done outhouse (four walls,
shed roof and a door) versus a multi-build-
ing mill complex (many roof lines, win-
dows, doors, etc.) constructed nicely but
not quite as well as the outhouse. The out-
house is clearly a simple structure and
because of that would be limited to some-
thing like 20 points max. Because it was
extremely well built would mean that it
would probably get 18 or 19 points out of
the 20 but no more. On the other hand the
mill structure is so much more complex
and thus much more to construct that it
would be given a complexity level of prob-
ably 36 to 38 or higher, so even though the
quality of craftsmanship is not quite as
good the other model, it would probably
achieve high 20’s or low 30’s and score
higher. This gives you a little strategy in
deciding which model to enter.

Best strategy— choose an entry with at
least medium complexity and do a good job
of describing its construction.

Detail is next allowing a total of 20
points. Here the key word is quantity. The
more details the better. More complex and
detailed the prototype and the more you add
to the model the better. Name every single
detail you add on and/or draw arrows on the
prototype photos pointing out the details.
Also, be sure to list all commercial parts
used. Best strategy— detail, detail, and
detail; describe and show on photo.

Appearance is very straightforward and
worth 25 points. The complexity of the
intended finish is judged vs. quality of actu-

al finish. Check the boxes for materials and
techniques used in finishing the model and
then describe your methods. It is important
to let us know the state of the prototype you
are trying to achieve, new old, clean or
weathered if it is not described in the proto-
type documentation or description. Best
strategy— make sure every visible feature on
the model is finished. Adding a little weath-
ering makes the finish a little more appeal-
ing and complex.

Scratch-built factor seeks to establish
how much of the model you actually built
yourself from basic materials as opposed to
using premolded or laser cut kit parts. The
judging matrix is based on the complexity
of the prototype in terms of construction
and details versus how many of those you
scratch-built. Describe completely all of the
features you scratch-built including plans if
you drew them. The judges will correlate
this with your listing of commercial parts
under details.

Whether your model is scratch-built or
kit built is key to this factor. Kits built
straight from the box will limit your score.
For example, a structure kit, which includes
door, window and detail castings for every-
thing, will limit you to the range of 0 to 10
points max. However, building the same
structure from scratch allows you up to 15.
Best strategy — scratch-build your model or
make sure you modify or augment your kit-
built model with a lot of extra scratch-built
parts. Fill the lines on the form with items
you have scratch-built,

In summary filling out the forms partic-
ularly the model description sheet may
take a little effort but typically no more
than an hour or so and will be a small per-
centage of the time you spent building
your masterpiece. Just like a resume a con-
cise, well written model description form
will put your best foot forward and help
the judges pull the maximum number of
points out of your model and give you the
best chance of taking home a first place.
Believe me all of us on the contest staff
have been there. We know how hard you
worked, and many times how much emo-
tion has been put into the effort, and we
promise to be fair and strive to do the best
we can for you and your model.

Best strategy— Don’t take it too serious-
ly; work hard, but have fun. It’s only a
hobby! W

* THE COUPLER « 14 - ISSUE 220 -



Northern
Lighis

News and views from our friends in the Alouette Division,
located in Québec, Canada.

BY JEFFREY MacHAN Alouette Division

and National Train Show in Cincinnati

rank among my most enjoyable national
events. What made them so special this time
round was the fact that I was more involved in
different aspects of the organisation.

This year’s NMRA National Convention

1. At the convention itself, I volunteered to
give two clinics on my free-lanced operating scheme for my "Val
Ease Central Railroad". Although they were scheduled for Friday
afternoon during the train show, a very respectable number of fel-
low conventioneers turned up to hear of my approach and to con-
tribute their own experiences to enrich the clinics for everyone.
Who knows, there might be a future Scale Rails article as a result.

2. On Saturday, I did my best to attract attention to the Z-scale
presence at NTS by leading a small band of “craZies” who
dressed in formal attire. Later that evening it was great emceeing
the Z-SIG supper where fifty-five enthusiastic trainshow
“volunteerZ” gathered at a local pizza parlor for fellowship and
tall tales.

3. On the last day of NTS, in my capacity as coordinator of the Z-
SIG, I acted as one of the three observers witnessing the official
run of a Z-scale locomotive around the entire 30.52 scale miles of
mainline on the Z-Bend Track modules.

4. Finally, as a layout exhibitor at the National Train Show, I had
the pleasure of accepting the 2nd place plaque for module - group
on behalf of my wife, Marthe, for her magnificent "Kofferbahn
von Sankt Bartholomi" Hon30 layout.

Of course, the most important reason that I had so much FUN
was meeting so many wonderful people and seeing the inspiring
work of my fellow hobbyists. Next year, if Im ready, Ill go one
step further and try to take something along for the model contest.
What Ive learned from my five NMRA nationals is that the more
involved you get, the more you receive in return. This is one great
hobby! M

_-

Jeffrey MacHan (Montréal, Québec), David George (Spring, Texas) and
Terry Sutfin (Vancouver, WA) on "Formal Saturday" at the Z-scale area.

Marthe Simard's champion "Kofferbahn von Sankt Bartholoma," which
translates loosely as “Suitcase Railway of Saint Bartholomew.”

NER

e‘i Schedule
S

Schedule of model railroading events from around the
Northeastern Region. To have your event listed here (space
permitting), please contact The Editor.

COMPILED BY THE COUPLER STAFF

STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT

NER Metropolitan Limited Convention
Metro North Division hosts the fall NER
convention in Stamford, CT, October 7-9.
Clinics, prototype and layout tours, and
more. For more information contact Phil
Monat, Convention Chairman at 718-884-
0261 or philmonat@aol.com.

KINGSTON, NEW YORK

Kingston Model Railroad Club Open
House. Visit the club on Saturdays and
Sundays in November, from 12 to 5 pm.
The Kingston Model Railroad Club is locat-
ed at Susan Street, off Pine Grove Ave. in
Kingston, NY. Admission is $5 adults, $1
children under 12. 845-334-8233

MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK

The Ontario & Western Railway Historical
Society's 42nd Annual Convention

The Ontario & Western Railway Historical
Society, Inc., will be hosting its 42nd Annual
Convention on November 12th at the
Orange County Community College Dining
Hall, South Street & East Conkling Avenue
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Schedule continued from page 15

in Middletown, NY. Local tours of remaining
O&W sites will start at 10 am from the
Society's Archives Center located at 20
Cottage Street. Convention registration
starts at 1:30pm. Model, collectible and
prototype displays will be featured along
with dinner in the evening. Admission is
$30 including dinner or $27 without. For
more information, contact Charles Van Der
Eerns, 333 Van Winkle Avenue, Hawthorne,
NJ 07506-1036.

VERNON, CONNECTICUT

Nutmeg Division Train Show

The Nutmeg Division will sponsor a Train
show on November 6th, at the Colony Inn at
The Quality Inn, Route 30, in Vernon,
Connecticut. Hours are 10 am to 3 pm,
with a donation of $5 for adults and $4 for
seniors over 62, $1 for children 5 to 12 or
free if younger, and $8 for the entire family.
Food will be available on site. For more
information contact Joseph Sokol at
860-872-2240 or joseph_sokol@msn.com.

2006 NER CONVENTION DATES

SPRING CONVENTION
Worcester, MA »

FALL COVENTION
Parsippany, NJ ° Octoher 22-24, 2006

June 1-4, 2006

Baldwin Trophy Archive

The addresses of the following past win-
ners of the Baldwin Trophy are not
known to us. If anyone has kept in touch
with one of these gentlemen. would you
please notify President Ken May of his
address or telephone number.

- David Busch

- David Mealey

- Kent Singer

- Jean Vaillancourt

Thank you for all your help!

NER Coupler Archive

We are still looking for the following
issue numbers to complete the NER
Coupler Archive: 2 through 55, 63, 101,
160, 209 and 213.

Anyone who would like to donate
their copy of one of these issues please
send it to President Ken May. If you do
not wish to donate your copies at this
time, would you consider loaning them
to us long enough for them to be scanned
into the computer and put on CD? They
would then be returned to you. Thank
you all for your help!

The Northeastern Region (NER)
National Model Railroading Association
Donald R. Irace, Dffice Manager

11 Road C
North Scituate, RI 02857
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