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“Gone Fishin’,” a scene on John Elwood’s HO layout, the Olympic &
Puget Sound Railroad. This beautiful miniature of reality is in Strat-

ford, Connecticut. You’ll see many others of extraordinary quality.
Photo courtesy of Phil Monat

In just about every issue of the Coupler this space has
been devoted to alerting you to an NMRA convention. And
we’ve never disappointed you. The Metro North hosts of
the Metropolitan Limited have shown real ingenuity in
concelving the program they’ve fashioned for us. Besides
the usual fare we expect, there’ll be a few surprises. For
instance, it’s a four day convention; Modeling with the
Masters, a hands-on learning program (register early to
assure yourself a slot in this limited enrollment offering);
and, an “Express Breakfast” to help you get to clinics and
tours on time. Check out pages 5-12, 16 and make reser-
vations now for October 7-9, in Stamford, Connecticut.
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WEB: http://www.trainweb.org/northeasternregion/NERHOME.HTML
French: http://charlevoix.net/membres/capaigle/NER/FNERHOME.htm

NER Coupler
#219, p. 2



A Word
From the
Station

Agent ("L

o iwidian AP I
——

Kenneth
May, NER 22
President — =

Spring has finally arrived, the snow has
melted away, and we can all look forward to
longer days and shorter nights. While energy
levels are ralsed, activitles outside the
basement compete for our time and attention
and eat Into the periods of time we have
available to actively particlpate In the hobby
of model railroading.

The Northeastern Reglon has been
focused on ‘Spreadin’ the Word® Iately.
Several things are taking place that directly
Involve reaching out to model rallroaders
who are not currently actlve In NER actlvities.
The flrst phase of this Is the Integration of those
NMRA members living within the Northeastern
Region who have not previously been active
In NER activities. Under the new regulations
which take effect July 1, they become full
members of the NER. In late spring a malling
will be going out to these folks Inviting them to
become active In the NER, and especially
inviting them to come to Stamford,
Connectlcut, to participate In the NER’s first
four day weekend conventlon. The good folks
In the Metro-North Division have been working
very hard on a most ambltious program for
this convention to provide an exciting
weekend of model railroading activitles for
the experlenced model railroader as well the
novice. Detalled Information can be found
elsewhere In this Issue, so | encourage you to
share this Information with anyone who Is
interested In model trains.

On the organizational front, the
Regional Advisory Committee has held an
election for their Director on the new NMRA
Board of Directors. The winner was Robert
Ferguson, a long time member of the NMRA
and the Pacific Coast Region. He has quite a

I,:'con contact me.

history of participation in NMRA actlvities as
well as other model railroad organizations. His
role on the Board wil be to represent the
reglons collectively by bringing issues to the
Board as recommended by the Reglonal
Advisory Committee  (RAC). As  your
representative on the RAC, any Issues or
concerns should be sent to me.

There has been activity lately
surrounding the NER website. The most recent
Issue of the NER Coupler was placed on the
web slte for downloading. While we had
space Issues caused by the size of the NER
Coupler, those have been resolved for the
time being. However, the web-site Is looking
dated and In my opinion needs a face-liftl |
am seeklng several Individuals with some
web-slte  design or T '
artistic abllity who would
be willing to work on a
re-design of the web
site. | would like to see
an improvement In the
appearance as well as
a expansion of the
content., Members or
other interested parties

Some years ago

the three-ring binder that contained all the
photographs and descriptions of the Baldwin
Trophy winning models was lost. The Board has
declded that the book should be re-created.
It would be helpful If past winners of the
Baldwin Trophy could send a description and
digital photo of the winning model to me. | will
put them on a CD and whoever re-creates
the book will use them to re-do the pages
and Insert them in the book.

Lastly, since we are an organization
whose purpose is_model railroading, | urge
each and every one of you to participate in
the Model Showcase sponsored by the NER,
Bring a model and display it. There will be no
Judging. A broad selection of models will help
show off our hobby. Participate!l

| look forward to seeing as many of
you as possible at the Metropolitan Limited
convention in Stamford, Connecticut, October
6 - 9, 2005. Untll then, have a relaxing
summer and let’s keep those modeling efforts
on track!

Ken
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NER, NMRA'’s Best
Convention Deal !

Our NER conventions are breaking
new ground and local committees are finding
new ways to further improve our convention
experlence. The NER Fall 2004 Conventlon,
hosted by the Hub Division In North Conway,
NH was a huge success. If you missed this
one, you missed a fantastic convention. It
was put together on short notice by the Hub
Conventlon Machine to flll an unexpected
gap In the NER convention calendar, that al-
lowed us to continue our tradition of holding
two conventions per year. Due to several un-
successful attempts to hold this meeting In
other locations, It looked like we were going
to miss one. As a division activity, the Hub-
schedules a yearly dinner traln for it's mem-
bers. The members of the Hub came up with
the Idea to expand this program to Include
actlvities for the whole weekend and Invite
the Reglon along. The program for this con-
vention centered on the prototype, by using
the trains and facllities of the Conway Scenic
Ralroad, as well as several professional ex-
perts to explain the detalls of the physical
plant through a series of clinics both Iin the
yard and out on the line from our very own
clinic train. Although a lot of work goes into all
our conventlons by the host committee, It was
very obvious to me that the efforts of the Hub
Division to prepare and present thls conven-
tlon were extraordinary. Thank-you Hub Divi-
slon.

Conventions through the fall 2006 are
confirmed! The Metropolitan Limited, hosted
by the Metro North Division in Stamford, CT, this
fall, will be our first four day convention, from
Thursday afternoon through Sunday. With this
expanded schedule, you will find a wide vari-
ety of great events to choose from, along
with several surprises.

Jumping ahead to the spring of 2006,
the Hub, once again, will host the NER In
Worcester, MA, for our second four day con-
vention celebrating the NER's 60'th anniver-
sary. Although they Just completed a recent
convention, | know they are already working
to provide us with a bang up program, includ-
Ing thelr signature train show.

In the fall of 2006, after a seventeen
year hlatus, we are finally going back to New
Jersey. The reralled Garden State Division will

host us In Parsippany. There are a lot of great
assets In New Jersey which will make this con-
vention a standout. We also have other
groups working on conventlons beyond this,
but nothing is confirmed yet.

We have been doing our best to
keep our conventions affordable for all our
members. Unfortunately we now find we must
ralse our prices to ensure that our conventlons
don't lose money. | have never believed we
should use our conventlons as a major source
of Income for the Region as some other re-

- glons do, but In order
to ensure we don't lose
money, we must price
our conventions to
break even at a lower
| number of attendees
than we might have
had. Several recent
conventions have lost
money and that Is not
a sustalnable situa-lon.
You will see our prices
increase slightly in the
fu‘rure, but we wlll still be charging less than
any other region. In taking a survey of NMRA
regional convention web sites in 2004, | found
registration prices from $39.00 to $100.00 for a
weekend conventlon, with one day costing
$50.00 In one region! Other than the $39.00
convention, the rest started at $45.00 and
went up from there. Overall, | feel we have
one of the best conventlon programs In the
NMRA. Most regions seem to be down to one
conventlon a year and some seem to be
struggling to make that.  if you are unable to
attend one, you will have a two year stretch
between conventions.

Qur divisions may not all have equal
assets or convention planning experience,
but all of our local convention committees do
their best to provide us with a memorable
event, and deserve our thanks. I'm sure those
of you who regularly attend our conventions
know what | mean, and for those who don't,
come on out and enjoy the fun. Any one of
these next conventions will be worth your
while. | hope to see you there,

Glenn Glasileller, Convention Chalrman.

Nutmeg Divigion Train Show, Nov. 6, 2005,
Colony Inn at the Quality Inn, Rt 30, 10A-3P,
Vernon. Connecticut. (sokol@msn.com) Dona-tion:
A-$5, §-$4, P-$8, 5-12, $1. Food on site
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Phil Monat’s Delaware & Susquehanna Railway, just one of the fabulous layouts featured on the convention tour.

NER FALL 2005 CONVENTION

"METROPOLITAN LIMITED" -

UESS WHO'S COMING TO DINNER?

Tony Koester and Lionel Strang

from Model Railroader, Jim Scorce
of North Coast Engineering (NCE) and
many other well-knowns in the hobby.
Where? To the NER Fall Convention in
Stamford, CT. from Thursday evening
October 6 to Sunday October 9. Why?
Because we intend on having one of the
biggest and best conventions ever — a
“mini-national” with more unigue and in-
depth clinics and renowned clinicians,
excellent layouts and op sessions and an
insiders look at the Metro-North training
simulator at Grand Central Terminal. Plus
other rail and non-rail attractions that only
New York City can offer and so much
more. Why don’t you come too?

It is easy to get to Stamford and the con-
vention hotel is deluxe with very reason-
able rates for all convention goers — only
$94 per room per night. And...there’s fiee
parking in a covered, attached garage as
well as a free heath club, indoor pool and
fully-equipped exercise facility.

Hotel reservations must be made no
later than September 12 to guarantee
this rate. Call 800-325-3535 and identi-
fy yourself as part of the “NER Fall
Convention™ at the Stamford Sheraton —
select your dates of arrival and departure
to secure the $94 rate.

The NER Fall Convention will have
all of the traditional activities: model
and photo contests, rail and non-rail
clinics and tours, a silent auction, raffle
and door prizes. There will be over 30
clinics including, for example, four in-
depth and highly informative clinics on
DCC never given before. There are two
guided tours of the inner workings of
Grand Central Terminal. There is a great
tour to the New York City Transit
Museum, one to the Metro-North
Railroad Stamford Maintenance Shop,
and a tour to the Danbury Railway
Museum. There are 25 home and 5 club
layouts that will open for visits and 5
layouts open for operating sessions with
92 available guest slots.

OCT 7-3, 2005 - STAMFORD, CT.

We are offering 4 “Modeling With The
Masters” hands-on workshops to help
improve your modeling skills and learn to
do things you’ve never done before. They
are all taught by MMR’s to give you inten-
sive tutoring in a number of key areas. The
choice is yours.

The Registration Form in this
packet must be completed and mailed in
with your check. The earlier you send it
in the better opportunity you have to
secure your choice of events as many
have limited participation as indicated.
(For those who have taken advantage of
our early registration, please complete
the balance of the registration form in
this packet by August 31 with your
choice of Modeling with the Masters
workshops, tour and program selec-
tions). Everything is first come, first
served—so get your forms in ASAP!

READ ON >>>
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RAIL CLINICS

e’ve planned a long weekend’s worth of interest-
Wing clinics and clinicians. With our 90-minute
format, you will have time to take in what’s pre-
sented, ask questions and talk with the clinician. Clinics will
run all-day Friday, and Saturday and Sunday mornings. The

schedule is being finalized, but below is a partial list of our
expected clinicians...

Tony Koester. . . ... Multilevel Layout Design

Lionel Strang. . . ... MR Columns Favorites

Tom Flagg . ....... Harbor Concepts

Elliot Janofsky. . . .. Harbor Modeling
KenMay......... Basic DCC

Jim Scorse. . ...... Intermediate DCC

Bob Jacobson. . . . .. Advanced DCC and Java Interface
Tony Parisi ....... DCC Installation and DCC Sound
Les Dahlstead ... .. Time and Place On The O&W
John Marshall . . ... The NYO&W Railroad

Jonathon Jones. . . .. Structure Placement & Background
Mike Burgett . .. ... CTC and Signal Design

Steve Stewart. . . ... Cumberland w/B&O & WM
Henry Freeman . . . . Prototype Research

Bill Schneider . . . .. Prototype to Model

Rick Fortin ....... Planning & Operating Large Layouts
Harry Leeds....... Garden Railroading

Bob Hamm .. ..... Contest Models

Martin Harris. . . . .. Software Systems and Design
Carl Biba. vs v vs s Electric Motive Power

Bernie Kempinski . . Paper Mill Modeling

William Deen. . . . .. Geared Motive Power

Lee Nicholas . . . . .. UCW And Interactive Staging
Don Valentine . . ... New England Milk Trains

OPERATING SESSIONS

f you like to run trains, come and enjoy! We have five
Ilayouts for your operating pleasure. Sessions have been

arranged on Thursday evening, Friday morning and
Sunday afternoon. You must sign up for these sessions so
we can plan the guest duty rosters. With 92 available guest
slots, chances are good you can operate on more than one
layout. Sign up for what interests you. Transportation is on
your own.

THURSDAY NIGHT SESSIONS (7 PM.)

PHIL MONAT'S DELAWARE & SUSQUEHANNA (HO):
Large proto-freelance layout loosely based on the Lehigh
Valley/D&H through the Lehigh Gorge. Modern CTC-con-

trolled point-to-point layout with unit trains, overhead traf-
fic, two yards, two branch lines, 425-foot main and signals.
Car cards, waybills, hand-laid track, RailCommand-con-
trolled, up to 10 guests. Tight aisles, no duck-unders.

FRANKLIN LANG'S BOSTON & MAINE CENTRAL (HD):
Transition-era layout set in New England, 150-foot main-
line with switching, point-to-point with two main yards.
Scenery over 85 percent, car cards, waybills, and DCC-con-
trolled (NCE). Up to 8 guest operators. Spacious aisle, no
duck-unders, stairs.

FRIDAY MORNING SESSIONS (10 AM))

AL ONETO'S PORT SEBAGO & SOUTHERN (HO):
Transition-era layout set in New England, 120-foot main-
line with switching, point-to-point with a new central
yard and 28 staging tracks, passenger and milk trains,
along with through freights and considerable switching.
Scenery over 60 percent, car cards, waybills, convention-
al DC block control. Up to 12 guest operators. Tight
aisles, no duck-unders.

DICK WOLTER'S CHICAGO BURLINGTON & QUINCY (HO):
Late steam-era layout set in Illinois, 180-foot mainline with
staging. Three yards and one branch line keep through
freights and locals busy while the Q’s famous Zephyrs and
hot shots run through. DCC-controlled (NCE), car card and
waybills, spacious aisles and 30 percent scenery, no duck-
unders. Up to 12 guest operators.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION (1 PM.)

THE MODEL RAILROAD CLUB OF UNION, N.J. (HO & N):
This landmark transition-era HO layout is set in the
Northeast. A large and ambitious club layout (the fully
scenicked portion is 40x40 feet, and a 65x85-foot expan-
sion is now under way) it is built inside a specially con-
structed building. The main railroad is the Hudson
Delaware & Ohio, a Class I carrier running from
Pittsburgh to Hoboken with heavy through freight and
passenger traffic and lots of local switching over its 750-
foot mainline. It interchanges with two other railroads;
the Rahway River Railroad, a small branch-line carrier
with a 150-foot mainline run and lots of switching; and
the Trenton Northern Transportation & Light Co., an
interurban line that features some heavy-haul freight rail-
roading in addition to complex street trackage with multi-
ple passenger trains. Its 300-foot mainline is all under-
wire. A CTC machine controls the TN, while the HD&O
uses track warrants and radios. The layout’s outstanding
construction engineering includes walk-under benchwork,
handlaid track and unique switch-machine controls and
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panels. DCC (Digitrax), waybills, telephones and radios.
The N-scale layout is equally impressive and features a
200-foot mainline run linking two large cities. Up to 50
guest operators, spacious aisles, no duck-unders, stairs.

LAYOUT TOURS

e have lined up more than 25 layouts for your vis-
Witing pleasure. A number of them have been fea-

tured in national magazines (John Stamatov in
Great Model Railroads and Sam Posey, John Klotz, Bob
Collett and John Elwood in Model Railroader). Four of the
clubs—The Model Railroad Club in Union,N.J.; the New
York Society of Model Engineers in Carlstadt, N.J.; the
Stamford Model Railroad Club and the West Island Model
Railroad Club on Long Island—have been published sever-
al times. The layout-tour map pack can be ordered in
advance for your planning convenience (Check item 16 on
your Registration Form). It will contain a detailed descrip-
tion of each layout to help you select the ones that fit your
interest or travel plans.

PROTO RAIL TOURS

RAND CENTRAL TERMINAL ($22): Come see the
E inside—the usually off-limits inside—of the greatest

monument to rail travel ever built. On this extra-fare
guided tour we’ll take the train (of course) into the terminal
at midday and split into two groups. Each will visit the
Metro-North Railroad Training Simulator Center, where
you’ll try your hand at stopping a P32 and eight coaches
doing 79 mph as your train approaches the station platform,
or you’ll negotiate the puzzle switches in the dual-throat
ladders that feed GCT. Either way, you’'re in for a once-in-
a-lifetime experience. While one group is stepping up to
that challenge, the other will tour this historic building, vis-
iting the Dispatching Center and lower concourse, and the
world famous Grand Hall. All transportation to/from the
hotel will be provided. Offered both Friday and Saturday,
each tour can accommodate only 32 people, so register
early.

NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT MUSEUM ($29): The largest
subway system in the world also has a museum! This
extra-fare guided tour will take you by train Saturday
morning from Stamford into Grand Central Terminal, then
by NYC subway to the museum in Brooklyn. You will see
historic equipment, including original cars of all the sep-
arate subway lines that combined to make up today’s sys-
tem. Maintenance equipment and special cars, artifacts,

maps, advertising and other items will also be on display.
For those interested in subways—or just want to know
how “Take The A Train” got its name—this is a tour not
to miss. Transportation to/from the hotel and the muse-
um’s admission fee will be provided. Saturday only.

METRO-NORTH STAMFORD MAINTENANCE FACILITY
(615): Come see Metro-North’s running repair facility in
Stamford, where personnel repair and inspect all classes of
equipment: the P32s, FL-9 and F-10 diesel-electric locomo-
tives, the M-2, M-4 and M-6 electric cars, and coaches of sev-
eral classes. This extra-fare guided tour will provide you with
transportation to/from the hotel. Friday afternoon only.

SHORE LINE TROLLEY MUSEUM: Self-guided activity. If
you enjoy trolleys and the early days of electric interurban
railroading, this tour is for you. Enjoy riding authentic vintage
trolleys through scenic woods and wetlands on the historic
Branford Electric Railway in East Haven, Conn. Right off I-
95 at exit 52 (40 minutes from Stamford), this non-profit cor-
poration is dedicated to preserving those lovely cars and spe-
cial time when every city had a small trolley or interurban sys-
tem. You can ride the trolleys and view artifacts of the trolley
era, watch craftspeople in the restoration shop and take the
trolley to shady Picnic Grove. For additional information, visit
m.bcra.org, or call (203) 467-6927.

RAILROAD MUSEUM OF NEW ENGLAND AND THE
NAUGATUCK RAILROAD: Self-guided activity. Visit the
Naugy, a 20-mile former branch of the New Haven running
from Waterbury, Conn., to Waterville and over the Thomaston
Dam. Originally built in 1849 by the Naugatuck Railroad and
merged into the New Haven in 1887, this line travels through
some of the most beautiful and lush areas of Connecticut. The
museum operates fall leaf specials and other runs, using a vari-
ety of historic equipment: heavyweight six-axle coaches
pulled by RS-3s, GP-9s or FL-9s. Sixty minutes north of
Stamford, it is a lovely way to relax and see fall foliage while
enjoying some historic equipment. Saturday and Sunday. For
additional information, go to www.rmne.org.

DANBURY RAILWAY MUSEUM: Self-guided activity.
Located in downtown Danbury, 35 minutes north of
Stamford, the non-profit museum stables a collection of his-
toric equipment, including a New York Central E-8, New
Haven FL9s, a variety of Alco locomotives and many other
engines and cars. Artifacts and restoration work can also be
seen, and you can take Metro-North right from Stamford to
the museum, which is across from the Danbury Station.
Saturday and Sunday. For additional information, visit their
web site at www.danbury.org/drm.

THE COUPLER
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MODELING WITH THE MASTERS

he NMRA, in conjunction with its Educational Network, has put together this series of hands-on workshops
Twherc you, the modeler, will learn how to approach difficult or perhaps unfamiliar projects. Taught by Master
Model Railroaders (MMRs), the hands-on format provides participants with instruction from some of the top
model railroaders in the world. You will finish the session, each lasting 4 to 5 hours, with a beautiful model, new skills
and the confidence to take your modeling to a higher level.
Based on your responses from our Coupler questionnaire, we are offering the following four workshops. Please see
our Web site for exact detailed descriptions of each of these workshops:

* INTRO TO BUILDING WHITE METAL KITS (BULLDOZER): SUNDAY 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* INTRO TO BUILDING LASER STRUCTURE KITS: FRIDAY 6:00 PM - 11:00 PM

* INTRO TO BUILDING WITH STYRENE (BUNK HOUSE): SATURDAY 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

* INTRO TO BUILDING WDOD CRAFTSMAN KITS: SATURDAY 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM
PRICING: We have discount pricing: take one workshop for $45, two for $83, three for $120, or all four for $150. This
is simply a great opportunity to improve your skills, learn more about the hobby and increase your enjoyment. We

encourage you to sign up for as many workshops as you can. Your price includes all kit materials, paints and supplies.
You will be sent a suggested list of tools to bring with you. If you're flying to the Convention, remember to carry the

tools in checked luggage only since most of them won’t get by today’s airport screening rules!

NON-RAIL CLINICS

everal exciting clinics are planned in this area. The
exact schedule is still being finalized, but below is a

partial list of our expected presentations:

GARDEN RAILROAD PLANTINGS: Given by a trained hor-
ticulturist, this program will describe the gardens that sur-
round your garden railroad, what types of plants to use and
how to care for them.

QUILTING TODAY: A quilting demonstration and display, as
well as visits to local quilt shops.

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY: An introduction to this new and
exciting field of photograph. Learn how to shoot, edit and
store images.

YOGA INSTRUCTIONAL SEMINAR: For all those aches and
pains as we all grow older.

SCRAPBOOKING/MEMORY KEEPING: Join us for three-
hour workshop that elevates scrapbooks to fine art. You will
complete a 7 x 7 keepsake album that you can take home to
share with friends or give as a gift. Please bring along 30 to
40 related photographs and $35 to cover supplies.

NON-RAIL TOURS

¢ have put together a full slate of programs, in
Wthc hotel and beyond, for your enjoyment.
Since we’re so close to New York City a wide
range of activities is within easy reach. Let’s start there...

NEW YORK CITY THEATER TOUR ($25, BUS ONLY):
We’ll take a motor coach from the hotel in Stamford direct-
ly to Times Square. It will drop us off at the north end of
Times Square, in the heart the Theatre District, where you
may choose a Broadway show. You can purchase half-price
tickets at the TKTS Booth for that afternoon’s performance
to any number of shows with available seats. There is no
advance purchase possible — it is only for that day’s per-
formance. The seats are not center of the orchestra but are
most often in good locations. The average price of a
Broadway show is $100 a ticket, so expect to pay anywhere
from $45 to $65, depending on popularity, whether it’s a
play or a musical and how long the show has been playing.
Only cash or travelers checks, not credit cards, are accepted
at the TKTS Booth. The bus will leave the hotel at 10 a.m,
dropping you at the booth in time to purchase your tickets,
get some lunch and make the 2:00 pm show. The bus will
then return you to Stamford in time to freshen up and enjoy
the Banquet. If you really have your heart set on a certain
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show and MUST see that production, you can write or call
ahead (Telecharge) and purchase tickets for that date (Oct.
8, Saturday matinee). If you would like help in your selec-
tions or have other needs or questions, e-mail Phil Monat at
philmonat@aol.com. Saturday only, theatre tickets not
included.

MUSEUM MILE TOUR ($25, BUS ONLY): Departing at
10:00 am, this tour will take you from the hotel directly to the
largest and most famous group of art museums in the world.

Start with The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Located on
Fifth Avenue and 82nd Street and built into Central Park, the
Met houses the largest collection of art ever assembled in
one place. The categories in which it excels are too numer-
ous to mention. Suffice it to say that a visit to New York
City is not complete without spending a few hours gazing at
its amazing collections.

If modern or contemporary art is more to your liking,
the bus can drop you at the Guggenheim Museum (Fifth
Avenue at 88th Street). Inside this world-famous build-
ing, designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, some of the most
provocative and exciting works of contemporary art
await your visit. Farther down Fifth Avenue, at 53rd
Street, you can tour The Museum of Modern Art
(MoMA), which just reopened after a multimillion-dol-
lar renovation and expansion.

Last but certainly not least, The American Museum of
Natural History is located across Central Park at Central
Park West and 79th Street. Housing the largest collection of
native North American art and artifacts, the museum dis-
plays everything from dinosaurs to minerals. In addition,
the new Rose Planetarium offers a space show every day
that will literally take you out of this world. Perfect for kids
as well as adults. Saturday only, museum admissions are
not included.

NEW YORK CITY SHOPPING TOUR ($25, BUS ONLY):
Where do you go to shop in New York City? The answer:
anywhere you want! For those who wish to indulge in upper
levels of shopping reverie, we suggest the Museum bus trip.
Get off at MoMA, which is midtown at 53rd Street. Nearby
you will find Saks, Bergdorf Goodman, Fendi, Gucci’s,
Bloomingdale’s, Tiffany’s, Godiva, Cartier, Lord & Taylor,
Rockefeller Center, Trump Tower Shops and countless other
high-end retailers. Macy’s, the world’s largest department
store, is a short cab or subway ride away at 34th Street and
Broadway. Shop till you drop! Saturday only.

GARDEN EDUCATION CENTER OF GREENWICH ($10):
Tour the garden and grounds of this educational center in
nearby Greenwich, only 15 minutes from our hotel. This is

a non-profit organization dedicated to developing an interest
and involvement in horticulture. Displays and topics range
from garden design, seasonal plantings, landscaping and hor-
ticultural cultivation techniques to innovative floral arrang-
ing, festive holiday decorating, botanical painting and other
decorative arts. The garden itself has many rare and beauti-
ful species. During our visit the Center will be hosting
“Festive Tables,” a showcase for interior and floral design
talent. Saturday mid-day. Extra fare covers round-trip
bus transportation; tour at the Center is self-guided.

NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN/BRONX Z0O: The
Gardens contain thousands of rare botanical species. The
solarium is home to the world-famous Orchid Show every
spring. The Zoo, immediately south of the gardens, is sim-
ply a wonderful place to see animals and wildlife. The new
Gorilla complex is world-famous and allows the viewer to
get very up-close and personal. Both of these attractions are
an easy 45-minute drive from Stamford. Self-Guided Tour.

WOODBURY COMMON/HARRIMAN SHOPPING TOUR:
[f you would rather not shop the expensive streets of
Manhattan, we suggest a visit to this giant discount outlet
complex, located in Harriman, N.Y. (right off the NY State
'f!1ruway, Exit 16). This extremely large collection of out-
let stores has something for everybody. It is a 60-minute
drive from Stamford to Harriman. Check the Web site for
a complete list of stores: www.premiumoutlets.com. Self-
Guided Tour.

BANQUET AND
HOBBY SYMPOSIUM

he Banquet festivities will start at 6 p.m. Saturday,

I October 8, when a cash bar will open so you can

relax and visit with friends. At 7 p.m., our Banquet

room will open. Choose from three entrees: A boneless

chicken breast with a lemon butter sauce, roasted potatoes

and chef’s selection of vegetables; a New England pot

roast with garlic mashed potatoes and chef’s selection of

vegetables; or a vegetarian entree. All three come with a

salad, dessert and coffee or tea. The cash bar will remain
open during the Banquet.

After our meal, we will offer a Symposium on the
future of the hobby featuring Tony Koester, Lionel Strang
and NMRA President John Roberts. We hope to offer a
wide-ranging discussion on the hobby itself, its current
trends, where it’s going, where it should go and how to
improve it. Come and ask your questions!
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* OTHER ACTIVITIES %

CONTESTS

THE CONTEST ROOM WILL OPEN FOR ENTRIES ON FRIDAY
evening. Bring your models and photos to this large, ded-
icated room and join others in having your work evaluated
by the NER judges for Achievement Program recognition.
The room will also have a Model Showcase, where you
can display your work and discuss it with others. The
Contest Room will close for judging around 1 p.m. on
Saturday and open again for viewing at 5 p.m. The awards
will be given at that evening’s Banquet.

RAFFLE & DOOR PRIZES

WE WILL ALSO OFFER THE POPULAR REGIONAL RAFFLE. BUy
a length of tickets for $2 and wager them on the prizes you
hope to win. We expect a great selection of prizes with
interesting items from a wide range of manufacturers,
shops and suppliers.

SILENT AUCTION

THE CONVENTION WILL BE RUNNING A SILENT AUCTION, SO
bring all the stuff you don’t want or will never use, and buy
more stuff you do want but might never use! The auction
will open for intake at 5 p.m. on Friday, and will be open 9
to 6 on Saturday. It will reopen after the banquet for pay-
ment and pickup. We hope to be able to accept credit cards
thru Paypal in addtion to cash or checks. Please see the con-
vention website for updated information

HOSPITALITY ROOM

THE HOSPITALITY ROOM WILL BE OPEN STARTING FRIDAY
afternoon and stay open throughout the Convention. There
will be refreshments and a place to sit and relax.
Information boards will be set up to help you get in touch
with others, see upcoming events and learn of last-minute
changes. Metropolitan Limited merchandise will be on
sale in this room, and a modular layout will be on display.

then sit, eat and leave! No waiting to order or pay —

"EXPRESS BREAKFAST"

To speed things along for those on the run trying to make an early clinic or a tour, we have arranged
with the hotel to offer an Express Breakfast. On Saturday and Sunday mornings, starting at 6:30 a.m.
your $10 ticket will let you walk into the beautiful lobby atrium dining area and take what you like
from a hot breakfast buffet. Just walk in, give the attendant your ticket, get your food and beverage,

perfect for the conventioneer on the go.

PLEASE JOIN U5S!

As you can see, there is much to do at the
Metropolitan Limited! Join us for what we hope
will be a great Convention. Please check our web
site. www.metronorthnmra.org for updates and
changes to the programs and get ready to have a
great time in early fall.

For the latest information regarding Convention
programs and tours, please visit our web site at:

www.metronorthnmra.org/convention

Or contact Phil Monat, Convention Chairman:
718-884-0261
e-mail: philmonat@aol.com
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FALL 2005 NER NMRA CONVENTION [reg. #
REGISTRATION FORM mcuecom

Hosted by the Metro North Division ® October 7-9, 2005 » Stamford, CT

Name: NMRA #
Address: * NOT AN NMRA MEMBER? SEE LINE 5 %
City: State: 7IP: Scale Preference:
E-mail: Are you pre-registered? (1 YES
Phone: Is this your first convention? (1 YES
REGISTRATION NOTE: If you are pre-registered, your $45 will be deducted on page 2 of this form.
1. Primary Registrant: REGISTRANT #1 NAME: (before 7/15/05) $35.00 =§_39.00

PRIMARY REGISTRANT MUST BE AN NMRA MEMBER TO ATTEND! SEE LINE 5! (after 7/15/05) ADD $5.00 = $

2. Spouse Attending: REGISTRANT #2 NAME: $15.00=§

3. Youth (12-16) Attending: REGISTRANT #3 NAME: $15.00=§

4. Youth (12-16) Attending: REGISTRANT #4 NAME: $15.00=8§

5. NOT AN NMRA MEMBER? You must register now for an NMRA "Railpass” 6 month trial membership! $10.00=8
RAIL TOURS REGISTRANT

6. Grand Central Terminal Tour - CHECK ONE: 6;1'\ FRI AFTERNOON [ SAT. AFTERNOON. .2 1. A2 13 04 @$22.00=$

7. New York City Transit Museum Tour (SAT. MORNING) . .................s 21,.22.33.04 @8$29.00=$

8. Metro-North Railroad Stamford Shop Tour (FRI. AFTERNOON) ............ 21,322 23 04 @$15.00=$
NON-RAIL TOURS REGISTRANT

9. Escorted NYC/Broadway Show Tour (Bus Only).(SAT. MORNING). . ........ 41,32 03 4 @$25.00=$

10. Escorted NYC/Museum/Shopping Tour (Bus Only) (SAT. MORNING). ...... 212203 04 @ $25.00 = $

11. Greenwich Garden Education Center (SUN. MID-DAY)........ccovvuvn.. 0102 03 04 @$10.00=$
WORKSHOPS - MODELING WITH THE MASTERS

FOUR WORKSHOPS TO CHOOSE FROM: A. Styrene (SAT. 8am-1pm), B. Wood Craftsman Kit (SAT. 1pm-6pm),

C. Laser Structure Kit (FRI. 6pm-11pm), D. White Metal Kit (SUN. 9am-2pm). PRICING PER REGISTRANT: $45 for one selection,
$85 for two, $120 for three, $150 for all four.

12. Workshop Selection (Registrant 1), ........uvvvreiviernneererenenneennnnensl A QB AC D =$

13. Workshop Selection (Registrant 2). .. ........uuirerrnenrnenenenrerennsennnsl SA QB AC AP =$

14. Workshop Selection (Registrant3). . ... ......oeevrneernnnereneennnrennnnnnsl QA 0B Q¢ ap, =$

15. Workshop Selection (Registrant4). ..........cceovvivnieenrnnennenennnne.. A QB QC D, =3
SUBTOTAL FOR PAGE ONE ... oottt ittt ettt e e e e et et e e e e eeanaaannns $

IMPORTANT: PLEASE COMPLETE BOTH SIDES OF THE FORM! >»>»>»

FOR OFFICE USE: QDOEITS A PAID Reg. #




LAYOUT TOUR INFO: ADVANCE MAILING

16. ADVANCE MAILING: Convention Layout Tour Map Packet ............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn., $5.00=8
17. Banquet SATURDAY EVENING (Registrant 1) O 17A. Beet [ 17B. Chicken 1 17C. Vegetarian  ......... @8$39.00=8
18. Banquet SATURDAY EVENING (Registrant 2) T 18A. Beef 1 18B. Chicken [ 18C. Vegetarian ......... @8$39.00=8
19. Banquet SATURDAY EVENING (Registrant 3) [ 19A. Beef [ 19B. Chicken [ 19C. Vegetarian ......... @ $39.00=$
20. Banquet SATURDAY EVENING (Registrant 4) (1 20A. Beef [ 20B. Chicken [ 20C. Vegetarian ......... @ $39.00=$
REGISTRANT
21. Express Breakfast Buffet SATURDAY AM. . ....ovueeeeneaeinnnnnnn. J41.32 33 34 @s1000=$
22. Express Breakfast Buffet SUNDAY AL . .....vvenneeeeennennnnn. 4193233 04 @s1000=$
| MERCHANDISE N
23. Metropolitan Limited Hat (One-Size-Fits-All) . .. ... vviiiiiiiiiii i iiii i inannans _ @$13.00=$
24, Metropolitan Limited Sweat Shirt M QL XL Q2XL ..ovviiiniiiiiiiiiiiinnnss ___@$2500=8§

SEND THIS FORM AND PAYMENT TO:

JOHN CAMPBELL, JR.
63 ALEXANDER DRIVE
EAST HARTFORD, CT 06118

% IMPORTANT! %

Please make checks payable to:

“NER CONVENTIONS”

Page 1 Total: $

Page 2 Total: $

Deduct Pre-Paid Reg.: $

Grand Total due: §

NO CREDIT CARDS ¢ PAYMENT IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY

"LODGING U

el

£ YOU MUST MAKE YOUR OWN RESERVATIONS FOR LODGING. The Sheraton Stamford Hotel
VY (2701 Summer Street, Stamford, CT 06905) will be hosting our convention. NMRA convention rate is

Shefaton* $94.00 (plus tax) per night, single or double occupancy. Free parking for NMRA convention guests.
norersaresorts  Please mention “NER Fall Convention” to get the special rate. Call (800) 325-3535 for reservations.

OPERATING SESSIONS - NO CHARGE, RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
* THURSDAY EVENING

FIRST SECOND
CHOICE CHOICE
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REGISTRANT
25. Delaware & Susquehanna Railway (HO) - Phil Monat - Bronx (Riverdale), N.Y. - LimiT10... .21 22 13 4
26. Boston & Maine Central (HO) - Franklin Lang, Old Greenwich, CT.-LIMIT8 ............... Q1 02 a3 Q4
* FRIDAY MORNING R cisTeANT
27. Port Sebago & Southern (HO) - Al Oneto, Fairfield, CT. -LIMIT12...........cooiviiniinnnn. a1 32 3 34
28. Burlington Route (HO) - Dick Wolter - Stamford, CT. - LIMIT12 .. ... iiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn 2132 3 04
* SUNDAY AFTERNOON - .
29. Hudson, Delaware & Ohio (HO) - The Model Railroad Club, Inc., Union, N.J. - LIMIT50 ..... J21. a2 a3 04

FIRST SECOND
CHOICE CHOICE
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Powering up a
Model Railroad

MY

y~~  Norman
¢ Frowley

Part Three

Creating and Delivering the
Digital Signal

One little magic box in a sense controls the
entire Marklin digital system. As you can well imagine,
the box is called the Control Unit (Marklin item 6021).
[t has numbered buttons to punch in the locomotive
digital addresses. and buttons which control functions
on the loco addressed, such as front/rear headlights and
running lights, diesel, steam engine, whistle or bell

the digital signal make the train go fast or slow when
you turn the speed knob, you might ask. I know that
you're just dying to know the answer. Well, even if
you're not, you might be interested to know the speed
knob does not vary the voltage sent to the track. Let me
repeat that. The speed knob DOES NOT vary the volt-
age sent to the track. In the digital system the voltage
delivered remains constant. We all know that with DC
trains in conventional operation the brightness of head-
lights depends on the speed set at the controller. The
faster, the brighter. With digital, the headlights stay on
even when the loco is brought to a stop. How is this
done? The answer is the speed is determined by another
code sent by the Control Unit, a code of 15 numbers.
The Control Unit simply transmits a higher digital
number as the speed dial is turned to the right. The train
decoder picks up the number code and allows a greater
portion of the constant track voltage to reach the motor,
increasing the engine’s speed as the number gets higher.

sounds, a smoke generator or the braking/acceleration

delay feature. It has an illuminated display to show the =~

number of the digital address last entered and ports on
either side into which you plug a cable or another digital
control device. It also, of course, has a speed control
knob. Inside are components, which generate the various
digital codes, binary and trinary. In the rear are coding
switches and four color-coded spring load receptacles for
wires: one red, one yellow and two brown. The red
spring loaded connection is for the red wire, which car-
ries the digital signal. The yellow wire connects to the
yellow connection supplying power from the trans-
former, and the brown receptacles are for the ground
wires.

If we had a simple oval we would use one
transformer to power the Control Unit, which in turn
would generate the digital signal, electronically apply it
to the AC power generated by the transformer and send
it out over the red wire as digital power. In this illustra-
tion the red wire would go to the track, along with a
ground wire. After identifying the locomotive by dialing
in its numbered address from one to eighty, how does

The Control Unit is here connected to an 80f
Controller which allows for the independent
operation of an additional locomotive

The number 15 is reserved for reverse.

Several trains can be controlled simultaneously
in basically two different ways. You can set the address
of one loco, adjust its speed and functions and then dial
in the address of another loco. The first engine continues
on at the same speed and in the same direction, and dis-
playing the same functions it had when you switched to
another loco. You can now set the speed and functions
of the new loco, but to affect the first train you have dial
in its address once again. You can of course dial in a
third address, but the first two will continue to operate
as last set. This can become somewhat tedious.

The second and much preferred method if you
have more than two engines running at a time is to at-
tach additional 80f controllers (Marklin item 6036) to

Continued, p. > 14
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the right side of the Control Unit. As an option you can
first attach an extension ribbon cable to the Control Unit
so the 80f’s can be used at remote locations. With sepa-
rate controllers you can operate several locos speeds and
functions independently and simultaneously without
having to continually reenter addresses.

Once we add on track turnout decoders and mo-
tors, locos, and other power users, we need to divide our
layout into separate isolated sectors, each powered by its
own transformer.

With the digital power coming from the Control Unit
and a single transformer, the digital signal would not be
powerful enough to serve more than its own sector. The
digital signal is increased, therefore, through a unit
called the Booster (Marklin item 6017). Each Booster
has own transformer and is grounded to all other
Once we add on track turnout decoders and motors, lo-
cos, and other power users, we need to divide our layout
into separate isolated sectors, each powered by its own
transformer.

With the digital power coming from the Control
Unit and a single transformer, the digital signal would
not be powerful enough to serve more t han its own sec-

Boosters allow the digital information to be
transmitted from the Control Unit to the trains
in separate sectors and from the keyboards to
the Controller and, eventually, to the acces-
sories around the layout

tor. The digital signal is increased, therefore, through a
unit called the Booster (Marklin item 6017). Each
Booster has own transformer and is grounded to all
other transformers and Boosters . The Booster is con-
nected to the Control Unit through a cable, and com-
bines the power of its transformer with the digital signal

from the Control Unit. It then sends the digital power
out through its red wire to its own sector. In this way
the digital signal, emanating from the Control Unit, is
the same throughout all sectors.

LET’S START TO ACCESSORIZE
Markin's decoders for operating switch motors, for
micro-circuit switching, and providing momentary
power to actuate solenoids, have, just like locomotives,
individual digital addresses which can be set with dip
switches. As previously explained, given the format of
the digital code there are 256 possible addresses for ac-
cessories (numbered 1-256). These addresses can be con-
tacted using one of several means. The most common
means of contacting accessory addresses is the Keyboard
(Marklin item 6040). This is a box with 16 sets of red
and green buttons. There are 4 switches in the rear which
can be set so that the Keyboard will contact either ad-
dresses 1-16 or 17-32 or 33-48 or....you get the idea.
The Keyboard is connected to (actually plugged into) the
Control Unit's left side. Pressing one of the buttons,
say number 8 on a Keyboard set to communicate with
accessory addresses 1-16, will direct the decoder, ad-
dressed as number 8, in some desired manner. I have
several Keyboards and to keep the numbering straight [

use a labeler to label the numbers on the 20d, 3rd, 4th
keyboards, etc. in consecutive order. You can have a to-
tal of 16 Keyboards (16x16=256, remember?).

Other ways to contact accessories are through either a
track diagram control board or a common PC computer,
which is connected to the Control Unit through an inter-
face. I use neither of these devices. I do, however, use
another means of control quite extensively, and that is
the Memory (Marklin item 6043).

The Memory is attached to the left side of the Con-
trol Unit by the same kind of plug or slot used by the
Keyboard. The Memory has green buttons labeled Al
through C8, or a total of 24 buttons. Each button repre-
sents a set of instructions you program into the Memory
to establish a “route”. There can be as many as 20 differ-

. ent instructions to make up a route under one button. If
- you require more than 20 instructions to make up your

route you can make the the 20N instruction a command
to go to another route button, under which you can add
up to an additional 19 instructions. For example, if your
“route” entails setting 18 different turnouts to “siding,”
one turnout to “main track,” three signals to red and one
to green, you would enter on the Keyboard, to make up
route Al, all the individual commands to make the first
19 accessories react as you desire. Since you have more
than 20 commands to make in all, when you get to
number 20, which in this example is to set a particular
turnout to siding, you make the 200 command to “add”
Route A2. Under A2 you program commands for the re-
maining items: in this case setting the signals to the
colors consistent with your route.

Continued, p. > 15
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-

The rear of the Booster, with heat sink,
programming switches and spring
loaded connections.

Then, when you push Al, all the switches and signals
will change one after another under routes Al and A2
without you having to do anything more. In yards, were
you have multiple switches, the Memory is not only a
time saver, it prevents costly errors. I have double triple
switches entering and leaving my East Yard,

whichconsists of 5 parallel tracks. The switching
sequence would be a nightmare without the Memory

RNy

The turntable Is digitally operated by
using a keyboard with dip switches set
specifically to address Its digital de-
coder.

I also use the Memory to turn on and off some
or all of the lights in my structures, change switches in

combination to set up or alter routes, and to run my
automatic signaling and train control system, which is a
subject we’ll discuss next time as we start to see how
the whole digital system cometogether

Northern Lights

On behalf of all the NER members
‘north" of the border, | would like to thank Joe

[Popeckl for his outstanding service to the NER

as edltor of the Coupler.

| have enjoyed working wlith Joe since
| joined the NER board three years ago. The
"Northern Lights" column exists because of
Joe's generous and unfalling encouragement
to all NER members who wished to write a little

something, even If it was In a 'forelgn"
language.
Best regards and longue vie & Joe.
Jc-f:freg MacHaw

Director - Canada

i Thank gou 'fal’
| the privilege of
sening  you as
jlan NER wvolun-
teer for over a
dozewn years. Edi-
ting the Coupler

was fun. - foe
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STAMFORD SHERATON HOTEL

2701 SUMMER STREET, STAMFORD, CONNCTICUT
PHONE (203) 359-1300 - FAX (203) 348-7937

FROM MERRITT PARKWAY/LT 15:
Southbound Exit 34, Long Ridge Road. Turn left end of ramp.
Northbound Exit 34, Long Ridge Road. Turn right end of ramp.

Proceed 2 miles on Long Ridge Rd. which ends at Summer Street
(Getty station and Liberty Travel are on your right immediately before
turning onto Summer St). Bear right onto Summer keeping to the left.
Sheraton is short distance on left. Turn into second driveway and go
straight on hotel side road to covered parking garage on your left. Turn
left and park. '

FROM I-95/CONNECTICUT TURNPIKE

[-95 North, Exit 8. At bottom of ramp turn LEFT onto Atlantic St. (no
street sign).

[-95 South, Exit 7. At bottom of ramp go straight (keep to the right) to
second stop light which is Atlantic St. Turn right.

Go 1.5 miles straight to hotel through downtown Stamford (Atantic St.
becomes Bedford St. at public library — no turn). Proceed past police
station on right and two “First” churches on right. Keep to the left and
pass two turnoffs with red signs for Stop & Shop and Staples. At blue
Sheraton sign, turn left onto hotel side road and go to covered garage
entrance on your right. Turn right and park.

TO -
NEWHAVEN | cHERATON STAMFORD HOTEL will be hosting
our convention. NMRA convention rate is $34.00
(plus tax) per night, single or double occupancy. Free
parking for NMRA convention guests. Please men-
tion “NER Fall Convention” to get the special rate.

CALL (B0O) 325-3535 FOR RESERVATIONS

The Northeastern Region (NER)

National Model Railroad Association (NMRA)

Donald R. Irace, Office Manager
11 Road C
N Scituate RI 02857
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