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“Crossing the Trestle in Autumn,” New Jers y Transit westbound on Moodna Viaducet,
Salisbury Mills, New York, October 1998. Photo by Pat Lecaroz, cropped from the
original color print winner in the Photo Contest of the NER Convention, May 1999,
and first place in the Writer’s Journal Photo Contest, May /June 1999. Hats off to you,
Pat, one of our faithful photo-artists!

Bulletins: “Rails in the Northeast Kingdom” one of the most innovative NER conventions in a
long time. All the details and reservation forms are inside. Two dozen great Clinics to select
from, and lots of layouts, including 12 inches to the foot. Lyndon State College (Vermont al-
so offers one of the most inexpensive venues for a convention ever., And it's just off 191,
Altoona, Pennsylvania, §-8 October, Three-Region Fall Convention in the cradle of Pennsy’s
freight operations. Mark your calendars now! Moncton Model RR Society Show and sale,
Riverview, New Brunswick on April 15, 9-4. Adults, $3. Kids, $1
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SCWN AT THE
RCUNEHOUSE

Glenn Glasstetter
PRESIDENT, NER, NMRA

SHORT AND SWEET- Subject:
Spring Convention

This column will be brief to allow as
much information about our Spring Conven-
tion, "Rails in the Northeast Kingdom", to be
included so that you will know in advance as
much of the details as we can provide. This
convention, to be held at the modern Lyndon-
ville State College, will be our most affordably
priced convention in years We have included
not only the schedule of events, but also the
descriptions of the twenty-seven clinics and
seventeen or more layouts we have at press
time. Our premier layout is owned by Dr.
Marvin and Jim Kendall and includes a full
size railroad collection, including an 18 ton
Heisler which will be operating under steam,
weather permitting.

Continuing with NER convention inno-
vations started by the Metro North Fall '98
Convention and continued at the HUB sponsored
North Conway Fall '99 Convention, we have
included possibly the largest clinic schedule
ever for an NER convention, including several
hands-on clinics. Layout tour times have been
extended and the schedule changed to daylight
hours, so that you can relax during our Friday
afternoon and evening clinics without getting
lost in the dark after driving several hours to
get to the convention.

Another event we have borrowed from
the Mid-Eastern Region is the Operations Call

Board, whereby pre-registered members will
have the opportunity to spend several hours in
a prototype operating session on two of our
premier layouts. This will be limited to the
first eighteen to register. We hope that this
will become a popular event and be expanded at
future conventions.

There will be a train show and we have
a top flight Non-Rail Program. After our buf-
fet style banquet we have a special and inno-
vative theater presentation. We will also be
hosting a Popular Vote Model Contest to en-
courage more modelers, who may not want to
enter the formal contest, to display their
models. Please read about the details of these
events and more elsewhere in this issue.

Welcome New NER Members

| would like to take this opportunity to
welcome the several hundred new NER mem-
bers to the Region. Since implementing the
Single Membership Program with National,
whereby all NMRA members in the Region can
pay both National and Region dues at one time,
we have increased our membership from ap-
proximately seven hundred to nearly four-
teen hundred, a substantial increase.

Let me tell you that we are working to
improve the quality of benefits you receive as
well as looking for new ways to improve what
the Region already provides to you. Our spring
convention this year is a perfect example. |
encourage you to swing on board and enjoy the
trip. We are also working to better our divi-
sions so that you will be provided with local
activities on a more frequent basis, where you
live. Finally | am pleased to announce that the
Central New York Division is proposing a Na-
tional Convention in Syracuse for 2006.
There is a new excitement around the Region
and as you can see the NER is not standing still,
but is moving ahead to improve the value you
receive for membership in this great organ-
ization.

Glenn Glasslellen

NER Coupler #200 p. 3



RicH LAURE

Model Contest
Developments in
Ner Policy

THE POPULAR VOTE
CONTEST - It’s Here!

We will be intfroducing a Popular Vote
in the Model Contest in addition to the tradi-
tional judged contest categories. Awards will
be given for Motive Power, Rolling Stock, and
Structures/Dioramas. Your Registration Pack-
age will include a ballot so you can cast your
vote for your favorite in each of these cate-
gories. Now you can bring out a Model for
display without any paperwork or meeting
with judges. The traditional judged contest
will still exist for those who want to enter that
also. Everyone likes t0 see Models, so, show
off your work and maybe even earn some

bragging rights.
NEW MODELER CLASSIFICATION CHANGE

After much discussion with the BOD, it
has been decided to eliminate the separate
New Modeler Classification. This Classification
does not exist at the National level, and it was
the general feeling that often entrants in this
Class were not producing models that justified
receiving awards when the actual scores
were low. Essentially, this was reducing the
value of awards given in the traditional Clas-
ses because a low scoring model could easily
receive an award when a much higher scor-
ing model might not even receive an award
because of the number of entries. New Mod-
elers are still encouraged to enter the Contest
and be judged along with the other entries.
A quality model can win an award in the con-
test, so bring yours in for us to judge, and you
might even place if your model is good
enough. Contests are as much a learning ex-
perience as anything else, so let us look your
work over and provide you with feedback on
how to improve it.

The special Sunrise Trail Division award
will continue to be given for the highest scor-
ing model by a first time new modeler.  Also,
the second highest scoring model will conti-
nue to receive an award from Brian Whiton's
NERC.

REMINDER: NEW CONFORMITY GUIDELINES

The new Conformity Judging Guide-
lines will be in effect at the Spring Convention.
Please refer to the last Coupler for the details.

COME TO LYNDONVILLE (VERMONT)

In closing, go build something and
bring it to the Contest. Make the Judges work,
and entertain the rest of the Membership.

HELP WANTED

Judges are needed for Lyndonville.
Also, we need to commit to Judges for the
joint Fall Convention in Altoona. Please con-
tact me if you are interested.

Happy Modeling, Kic4

Welcome

Aboard,
New

Members

Connecticut

ex BEISEL Jr, Branford: Fred DOLE, Colchester;
Shelton EDWARDS, Columbia; George COYLE, Cromwell;
Vinveent MacNAUGHTON, East Haven; Stuart JACOBSON,
Easton: David ALTER, Ellingten; J. Hart EVANS, New Canaan;
Timothy FERRAROTTI, New Hartford; R. WOLTER, Old
Greenwich; William RIDGWAY, Old Lyme; Phil PANAGROS-
SO, Orange; John SEASE, Portland; Brian O'BRIEN Jr., Quine-
bavg; H. CONNAUGHTON, Riverside; Don BUCKLEY, Salis-
bury; Arthur MESSING, Simsbury: Thomas SOLTIS, Simsbury:
Richard SAYKOSKY. Stratford; Janus LUTH, Uncasville; George
EKONEN, Voluntown; Henry HELVIE, Waterbury; Louis BERRES,
Jr., Watertown; Frederick FORT, Wilten; Paul LOURD, Wilten;
Howard NEUSCHAEFE, Windsor; Donald MARSHALL, Windsor

Locks.

Florida
Charles ULLRICH, Benita Springs.

Massachusetts

Tom MOGSER, Acton: John PRYKE, Acton; Ger-ald
NORGAARD, Agawam; Chris TYRONE, Ames-bury; Buzz
FOSTER, Amherst; Wayne HAGMAN, Ar-lingten; David
MURPHY, Arlington; Skip READIO, Ayer; Robert WESTON,
Bedford: Daniel HORGAN, Belmont: Lance PATTERSON.
Boston: John GEISEL, Boxford; Walter WALEK, Brewster;

Have we recorded your membership incorrectly?
P]Sexa;;:! let the Office Manager or the Editor know
A !

cont.p. 5%
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Massachusetts (cont.)

Richard HOVASSE, Burlington; Peter SILVERSTEIN, Canton;
David TRIMBLE, Centerville: Rex BICCHIERI, Clinton; Arneld
FIELDS, Concord: Ira GOLDSTEIN, Concord;Christopher REED,
East Douglas; Randy WINGARD, Feeding Hills; Patrick FAU-
CHER, Fitchburg; Andrew MILLER, Framingham; Kark SASSA-
MAN, Framingham; Kenneth SHORES, Franklin; Douglas FITZ,
Georgetown; Phil MOS-KOWITZ, Georgetown; Lawrence
BARTUSEWIC, Hadley; Edward SMITH, Harvard; David
CLIUNTON, Hingham; Paul DE SALVO, Holden; Peter BERG,
Lancaster: Jesse SPECTOR, Lenox; Paul DELASCO, Lenox-
dale; Phillip LOWE, Leominster; Arthur CAPSTAFF, Marble-
head: Allan RAYFIELD, Marblehead: Alan WHITE, Marlboro;
Bill HERWARD, Methuen; William LOWERY, Newton High-
lands: Ralph CUNNINGHAM, North Chelmstord; Scott
WILKINS, North Dighton: E WILDE, Norwood; Brian CAR-
NEY ,Orleans: Ralph KIMBALL, Jr., Paxton; Joseph MEEHAN,
Plymouth; Gregery HOWE, Provincetown; Winslow BLAKE,
Reading; Eugene PIZZETTA, Revere; Jonathan WOODWARD,
Rutland: Chuck WATERS, Scituate; Theodore THELIN, South
Dartmouth; Robert FARRENKOPF, South Weymouth; Robert
MELCHER, Sr., Stoneham: Loyd ENOCHS, West Someerville;
James FERRIS, Jr., Walpole; Wendell KNICELY, Waltham;
Gilbert DUVERNAY, Ware; Leo PARENTEAU, Wayland;
Michael SCANLON, Westfield; Peter McGARRY, Westford:
Geoffrey HARRIS, Winchendon; John POWERS, Winthrop.

Maine

Jane CORYELL, Augusta; Robert POORE, Freeport;
J. EMMONS, Lancaster; Jim MINGO, Holden; Joseph LEAR,
Jr., Lamoine; David GILCHRIST, Lewiston; Thomas DINS-
MORE, Newcastle; Richard ROGERS, Oakland: Edward
NOWICKI, Portland; John FERRIDAY, Sedgwick; Robert
JENKINS, Tenants Harbor: Albert Ray NELSON, Jr., West Bath;
Frank JONES, Jr., Yarmouth.

New Brunswick

Scott WADDELL, Quispamsis; Robert BOUDREAU,
St. John.

New Hampshire

Bill TRUEHEART, Bedford: Bill GAVER, Brookfield:
Virginia HUNT, Derry; Richard LORD, Durham; Salvatore
BARBASSO, Epping; Karle PACKARD, Hampton; Roger RO-
BAR, Lisborn; Stanley CAMBERLIN, Loudon; Paul GRACE,
Manchester; Wilbur CLARKE, Nashua; C. HADDOCK, New
London; Bradford SHERMAN, Newbury; John MACKEY, Pel-
ham: W. FLIERL, Rochester; Michael DUTTON, Weave.

New Jersey

Bob COHEN, Aberdeen; Bill MARES, Asbury Park;
Bob SAVINO, Bergenfield; Micro-Mark, Tom PICCIRILLO,
Berkeley Heights: John DUSTEWITZ, Bernardsville; Edward
VAN SAVAGE, Bridgewater: Jack BIDWELL, Brielle; Gerald
BELLINA, Califon; William FITZSIMMON, Cedar Greve; Char-
les MAURICE, Cliffside Park: Harold WERTHWEIN, Celumbia;
Frank EICHENLAUB Ill, Cranford; John MARTIN, Deal; Robert
WYLIE, Denville; John LUNG, East Brunswick; Seymour
GLUCKOW, Englewood Cliffs; Russ HAMILL, Fanwood; Mike
CURRY, Farmingdale; Clifford GREEN, Freehold; Gabriel
CAPRIO, Glen Ridge; Martin BANNER, Hackensack; Walter
JAMIESON, Hackensack; Mitchell DAKELMAN, Highland
Park: Mike SCOTTO, Howell: James SUTTON, Howell; Frank-
lyn MATTHIES, Killingsworth; Thomas POMROY, Lake Parsip-
pany: Arthur KNUTSEN, Livingston; James JUDGE, Long

R'i Welcome....

Branch; Harry LEIFFER, Lyndhurst; Ralph COVIELLO, Mah-
wah: Bill Wilson, Mahweah: Russell SPRAGUE, Manalapan;
Jack APPEL, Marlboro: Edward McHUGH, Matawan; Rich-
ard SMITH, Metuchen: John STEVENS, Middletown; Robert
HITCH, Milford: Don BALLARD, Minehill: David KATZ, Merris
Plains: Robert JUDGE, Neptune; Al SWENARTON, Neptune;
William MEGILL, Neptune City; Bob POINT, Neptune City;
Frank DiCARLO, New Mulford; Jeff RANKIN, North Bruns-
wick; Kenneth AHLES, North Plainfield; Nelson RUMMEL, Nut-
ley; Joseph BRAUN, Park Ridge; Fred MOGLIA, Parsippany;
John FOX, Jr., Piscataway; Elvin PELLINGER, Rahway; Charles
BUSHONG, Jr., Randolph; Arthur SALVENSEN, Red Bank;
Dick STEIN, Red Bank; John MIKESH, Rockaway: John HEY-
MAN, Roselle Park; Robert DAVIS, Rumson; Wayne DAN-
IELS, Somerville; Haorold TEPPER, South Orange; Marvin DE-
RUYSCHER, South Plainsfield; Frank LABATE, Spring Lake;
Charles GAGE, Tinton Falls: Walter BRINGSAUF, Towaco:
Ronald WEENING, Union; Albert WOOD, West Belmar; Ken
MARTIN, Washington; Joe CHMURA, Wayne; Harold ARM,
West Long Branch; Herman GALLMAN, Westfield: Henry
MAJKUTOWSK, Whiting.

New York

Herbert INSLEY, Albany: David BERUBE, Baldwins-
ville; Terry LUDWIG, Buldwinsvine: Donald GRANT, Ballsten
Lake: Hudsen SHORES, Meodel Train Depot, Blauvelt; John
LEONFORTE, Bronx; Seve CHAMBERS, Brooklyn: Robert
CORRAO, Brooklyn; Henry PROPST, Burnt Hills; Isaiah
McCANTS 1, Cambria Heights; George WINSPER, Carle
Place: Edward STREET, Jr., Cazenevia; Gerald BLUM, Cen-
terport; S. BENTIVEGNA, Chappaqua; Stuart COLETON,
Chappaqua; Rick MNIECE, Cicero; Charles NYGARD, Clit-
ton Park: E. FISHBEIN, Cochecton Cir: John ROSSI, lll, Cellege
Point: John CAVANAGH, Commack; Joseph ROGERS, Sr.,
Commack: Steve BEECHER, Coxsackie: Michael LOMBARD,
Cropseyville; Theodore BARTELS, Deer Park; George O'HA-
GAN, East Greenbush; Geoff DUNN, East Greenbush; Walter
K ARPPI, East Norwich: Martin POLLIZOTTO, East Islip; Thom-
as MEYERS, Farmingdale; CATSKILL SOCIETY, Model Engin-
eers, Ferndale; Norman HILL, Franklin Square; Steve MAM-
MANO, Franklin Square; GREAT SOUTH BAY Model RR, Free-
port: Kevin McKAY, Freeport; Andrew BARNARD, Glen Hea d;
Werner SBASCHNIK, Glendale; Walter WOHLEKING, Hunt-
ingten; Mark BEAN, Jordanville; Hayden SMITH, Larchmont;
William KELLY, Levittown; John JONES, Liverpool; Mark
KNIGHT, Liverpool: Fred SCHUELKE, Liverpool; Strettle WHIT-
ING, lll, Locust Valley: William ARNDT, Malverne; Edward
COOK, Massapequa Park; William ESTES, Jr., Middletown;
Joel LOVITCH, Middletown: Frederick HARWELL, Jr., Mt. Ver-
non; Bernard SCHWARTS, North Weodmere; Jim CHIDDIX,
New York: Alvin GOLDSTEIN, New York; Alexis ROGOSKI,
New York: Stephan WAHLANDER, New York; Carl CAS-
CONE, Northport; Thomas QUINLAN, Pearl River; Harold
KERN, Pleasant Valley; Tom BARTLEY, Pleasantville; William
CLARKE, Poughkeepsie; Judd PAPE, Port Jefferson Station;
Tormn McDONOUGH, Rhinebeck; Daniel KEENER, Richmond Hill;
Miroslav VOJTEK, Ridgewood; Arthur OLINER, Rockville Ctr;
Richard SCHLEMMER, Rockville Cir.; Robert WAKELEE, Rome:
Horton SHAW, Rye; Tom BURMAN, Saranac Lake; Robert
FROST, Schenectady; Matias MARTINEZ, Jr., Seaford; Wil-
liam MULLER, Seaferd: Carl DORSOGNA, Sound Beach;
James MOFFETT, South Huntingfon; Ralph DICKAR, Staten
Island: Robert GOFFIN, Staten Islond; A. LETO, Staten Islond;
Lenn, SAVOLEQ, Staten Island; Donald MACK, Syosset;

Cont.p. 6 »
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New York (cont)

Edward OLSZEWSKI, Jr., Syracuse; William OSBUN, Tappan;
John CULLITON, Troy: Jeff ENGLISH, Troy; Clayton FARRALL,
Utica; Larry WAHLMAN, Washingtonviilll’e: George HARRIS,
Waterford; RAILWORKS, Woodbury; Geoft CARPENTER,
Yorktown Heights; Jerry SAGGESE, Yorktown Heights.

Province of Quebec

Michel BOUCHER, Aylmer: Jean-Claude BEAU-
CLAIR, Beauport; Raymond WAECHTER, Lachenaie; Roman
HAWRYLUK, Lachine; Gordon DICKINSON, Montreal; Gary
POLLOCK, Richmond; George COCKBURN, Sillery; Michel
SAUMIER, St Eustache.

Rhode Island

Richard BENTFIELD, Barrington; James KEEGAN,
Cumberland: Frank BROWNE, North Scituate; Richard PAL-
MER, Newport; Michael ANDREWS, Pawtucket; Mark
MUNKACSY, Portsmouth; Robert PRUEFER, Providence: V.
SANDOVNIKOF, Providence.

Vermont

Lewis DUQUETTE, Barton; Jim MORIN, Barton; John
WORLEY, Brownington; Michael RICCI, Colchester: Carle
OLIARI, East Burke; Dan GOODRICH, Hardwick: Themasine
GOODRICH, Hardwick; Henry BOLIN, Jericho; Robert SHE-
RIDAN, Lyndonville; Charles SMITH, New Haven; Guy
DEMERS, St. Johnsbury.

New members registered 27 November 1999 to 23 March
2000

LAYOUTS TO VISIT

"Rails to the Northeast Kingdom”

MOOSE RIVER VALLEY. Owner: Peter Eaton
Gauge: HO; Size: 450 sq. ft. 100% complete. The layout is set
in New England and models Central Vermont, Canadian Paci-
fic, Conrail, B&M and D&H. Primary industry is the Vermont
Paqer Mill which receives pulpwood, wood chips, chemicals &
fuel, ships out finished paper products. There are trackside in-
dustries and the railroad travels thhrough 3 pr 4 towns.

NEW ENGLAND NORTH, B&M DIVISION. Owner:
Carlo Orciari; Gauge: HO; size 16’x16’. 75% complete. NEN
runs through Vermont, New Hampshire & Maine. It has a 50
folded dogbone main line (single, double track) with return
loop and branch lines. Major towns: White River Jct and
Wells River, VT; main line crosses Connecticur River. Has
exquisite scratch-built and kit-bashed scenery, structures.

BOSTON & MAINE, WHITE MOUNTAINS DIV.
Owner: Roger Robar; Gauge: HO; size: 13°x27°. 35% complete.
This DCC control layout 1s double-decked with helix, the pro-
totype of which is the B&M from Wells R./Woodsvile to the
Groveton Paper Mill, with an abbreviated Montpelier & Wells
R. branchline. The railroad serves industries in the towns of
Lisbon, Littleton, Whitefield & Lancaster. Roger’s exceptional
modeling captures countryside, granite quarry and creamery.

NORTHERN VERMONT RAILWAY. Owner: Dwight
Smith; Gauge: HO; size: 160 sq.ft.; 80% complete. This gener-
ic, all-steam, waybill-operated shortline rail set in 1949-50 was
inspired by the Rutland and the St. J&LC Railroads. Award-
winning scratch-built, kit-bashed structures make up the town
of Caledonia with 75 locations to spot cars including a quarry.
All trains operate out of Eden Ya.rdp on code 70 track.

NORTHEAST RAILROAD. Owner: Hollis Emmons;
Gauge: HO; size: 22°x40’% 40% complete. The Bangor & Aroos-
took, B&M, and St.J&LC are represented on the around-the-
wall layout with an 11-track yard on a center peninsula. It is
steam powered, DCC controlled, with twice around mainline
and a small peninsula depicting a Searsport, ME, harbor scene.
Non-operating cars are extensively disp?aycd around the room

B&O. Owner: Tom Steele; Gauge: HO; size: 16’x32% 95%
complete. The three-level, diesel powered B&O is controlled
by DCC on codes 83 and 70 track in a finished basement. Ad-
ditional areas are under construction. Staging yards feed trains
to the mainline and branchlines (including a coal mine)
running through rolling hills and semi-rural scenery.

AMMONUSUC VALLEY O SCALERS. Owner: Wil-
liam Driscoll; e: O; size: 18’x50%; 20% complete. Bill mod-
els Southern Paalic on a double track mainline, with curved
testles and bridges under construction No scenery, but long,
large scale trains on heavy-duty benchwork.

VERMONT VALLEY. Owner: Tom Edwards; Gauge: HO;
size: 27°x40’; 60% complete. The L-shaped layout features 2-
track mainline and helix with a 9-track, double-ended yard,
with turntable and roundhouse. Super detailed contemporary
diesels (mostly western roads) pull trains from New Englaand
through the midwest and west. ﬁas kit, scratchbuilt structures.

NEW YORK CENTRAL. Owner: Bob Reynolds; Gauge:
HO; size: 15°x20’; track 100% complete, scenery 60%. This
DCC controlled layout circles around the wall three times and
once around a peninsula. A city and J)assenger staion will be
built over the yards. Has engine and passenger car service,
transfer terminal and an Army s

EASTERN TOWNSHIP MODEL RR CLUB. Owner:
Club; Gauge: HO; size: 21°x32’; track 100% complete, scenery,
40%.Freelanced CP and CN railroads around three sides of the
room with two peninsulas. The Digitrax system controls a big
mainline with no duckunders. Superior scenery, with water-
front scene (coal dock and car float).

TRI-CO MODEL RAILROADING SOCIETY. Owner:
Club; Gauge: HO; size: 25’x35%; track 90% comlglete, scenery
35%. Three mainlines in an oval/U-shape, each 218 ft long.
Can be run independently or as continuous loog. This DCC
radio controlled system has a large passenger and freight yard,
commercial seaport, mine, quarry and engine service facility.

NORTHERN VERMONT RAILROAD. Owner: Guy J.
Demers; Gauge: HO; size: 9x12’; 40% complete. Lyndonville
subdivision tﬁrough West Burke, St. ], East Barnet and along
the Connecticut River valley to Wells River in 1970-90s era. Has
cab control with standard b{xk system. This is a CP replica.

PASSUMPSIC RAILROAD. DocKendall’s 12”: 1 ft scale
train layout is not to be missed. See note in Ken May’s intro-
duction to the Convention.

FLYING YANKEE. This three-car trainset was Budd Car
Company’s first made of all stainless steel. This B&M train
operated between Boston and Portland, and Littleton, NH
I]frzu North Conway and Crawford Notch. The restora-
tion shop will be open in Claremont Jct, NH. The train should
be operational by summer. Not exactly a model railroad.

Vote on the Constitution: charlie
Bettinger reports 40 ayes, 3 nays, 1 non-
vote. The Revised Constitution is approved.
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“Rails in the Northeast Kingdom”

NER Spring 2000 Convention
Lyndonville, VT — June 9 - 11, 2000

The Green Mountain Division extends a warm
welcome to the Northeastern Region to come to Lyndon-
ville on the weekend of 9 June through 11, 2000, to par-
ticipate in the “Rails in the Northeast Kingdom” Spring
Convention. This will be the first visit by the NER to
the area north of St. Johnsbury and will offer attractions
that have not been presented at any previous NER con-
vention. The program will be packed full of the activi-
ties you enjoy, with layout visits, clinics, contests, ban-
quet and train show. Lyndonville is ten minutes north
of St. Johnsbury, and only two hours north of Brattle-
boro and the Massachusetts State line. Access is ver
convenient from Interstate 91. This will be a very af-
fordable convention with the option of college dormi-
tory housing as well as tranditional motel accommoda-
tions. Meals will be available at the College cafeteria at
excellent rates. Plan now to spend an enjoyable weekend
in Vermont with your model railroad friends.

Convention Headquarters

The Convention will be headquartered at Lyn-
don State College. This state institution frequently
hosts conventions and seminars during the break
between Spring and Fall Semesters. The College has
housing for two hundred or more participants, and the
facilities available for contests, clinics and other pro-
grams are outstanding. Meals will be served cafeteria-
style and offer a choice of three hot entrees each. The
banquet will be held in the Stevens Dining Hall and will
be buffet-style with adequate serving capacity to feed
everyone within twenty minutes.

Operation Call Board

Due to the generosity of Peter Eaton and Jim
Ferguson, an “Operations Call Board” will be offered.
This will be an opportunity for the first eighteen lucky
people to sign up to participate in an operations session
on either Peter’s or Jim’s home layout. Both of these
layouts are operated on a regular basis, and should be
an exciting opportunity to “get your feet wet” if you
have not already experienced the z.m of being part ot an
organized operating session.

Saturday Evening Banquet

The Convention Banquet will be held in the
College Dining Hall, buffet-style. The main course will
be Roast Sirloin with Hunter Sauce cut to order,
accompanied by Turkey Divan, fruit and tossed
salad, baked potato, fresh vegetable medley, fresh apple
pie, coffee, tea or milk. Vegetarians should indicate
their alternative needs when sending in the Conference
registration form. . ; o

Our regular banquet program of awards and an-
nouncements 1.:5{1} be held following the meal. After the

program in the Dining Hall, we are pleased to present
Jim Murphy, a retired dispatcher for the Central Ver-
mont and New England Central Railroads, in a one-man
stage play. It will be held in the College’s beautiful
Alexander Twilight Theater. Jim is back by popular de-
mand from a similar program he presented at our Spring
1993 Convention in Burlington, Vermont. Using multi-
media and a replica of a station agent’s office, with
working telegraph key and sounder, Jim will act out the
various duties and activities a station operator goes
through in the course of a day. This entertaining and
often humorous presentation should not be missed.

Contests

The NER Contests return to center stage at Lyn-
donville. They will be held in the Burke Mountain Con-
ference Room. With windows on three sides and its view
of the mountains to the east, it provides a spectacular
setting for your models, photos and crafts. The model
contest will give you tEe opportunity to bring that
special model you have been working on all winter and
have it judged. In addition to the regular model contest,
there will be a Popular Vote Model Contest. Check Rich
Laube’s column for more details. The photo contest will
display and judge all those special photographs you have
taken recently. Bring them to Vermont to show them
and have them judged, and share your expertise with fel-
low photographers. The Craft Contest offers the same
opportunities for arts and crafts, especially those with a
raigmadin theme. If you’re not interested in the tradi-
tional moﬁel contest, bring your favorite for the popular
vote, or your latest photo for display only.

Current Timetable

Friday, June 9, 2000

3-9 pm Registration

4:30 pm- Clinics (Rail)

5:30-6:30 pm inner in the Cafeteria
7-11 pm Clinics (Rail and Non-rail)
7-10 pm Layouts (maybe)

2-5, 79 pm Video Theater
Saturday, June 10, 2000

7-8 am Breakfast in the Cafeteria
8 am - 12 Noon Registration

8-11 am Contest Registration

8 am- 12 Noon Operation Call Board

8-12 N, 1-4 pm Clinics

9:30 am-4:30 pm Non-Rail Tour

10 am - 4 pm Train Show

1-5 pm Layout Tours

6 pm Social Half-hour

6:30 pm- Banquet

B:45 pm- Program ( A day in the life..)

Cont.p. 8 »
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p-7%
”Rails in the Northeast Kingdom”
9-11 June 2000, Program (cont.)

Timetable (cont.)
Sunday, June 11, 2000

7:30-8:30 am Breakfast
8:30-11 am Clinics
9am - 4 pm Layouts (on your way home)

Train Show

The Show will be on Sturday from 10 am to 4
pm at the nearby Ice Arena. There will be modular
model railroads in addition to local dealers of model
railroad supplies, equipment and memorabilia.

Private Railroad Collection

Convention attendees will be fortunate to be
able to visit the home of “Doc” Kendall and view his
private collection of railroad equipment. A description
of the Passumpsic Railroad can be found under “Home
Layouts.”

Raffle

The Green Mountain Division will hold a raffle
to raise funds for the Division. This will be a good op-
portunity to get that special new hobby item at less than
market price.

Housing Options

You have two options for accommodations.
One is at the nearby Colonnade Inn, where thirty rooms
with two double beds each have been set aside for NER
conventioneers. The reservation form is on page 11.

The second choice is double occupancy in the
College dormitory rooms. Rooms are laid out “suite”
style with four to seven bedrooms each; these include a
shared shower facility, kitchenette (microwave and refri-
gerator). There is one private restroom/shower on each
floor. Dorms have up to four floors; there are NO
elevators. There are a limited number of rooms for han-
dicapped people, with specified hours for checkin. Most
rooms are furnished with two single beds; linen service
is $6 a set. You are encouraged to bring extra towels,
an extra blanket and a desk lamp. All residence halls
are non-smoking. Checkin: Friday from 3-9 pm; check-
out is Sunday noon. Regular dining hall meals include a
vegetarian selection and salad bar. You will find the
College lodging reservation form also on page 11. Note
the deadline on the reservation you select

Getting There
From the north (southbound): 191 to exit 24; turn left
on route 122 south (pass under 191). Drive 1.6 miles.

This highway turns left on Steven’s Loop Rd (Town
route 35); don’t take this left. Go straight on Gilmman
Center St. through the covered bridge and continue .4
mile. Turn right unto College Rd. (there’s a horse
trough in the intersection) for 1.2 miles past Lyndon
Institute and under 191 again. At Vail and College
Roads you will see a sign pointing to Admissions,
Information and Theater. Go in this direction and enter
a large parking lot on your left.

From the south !northbound!: Take 191 to exit 23 and
turn right unto Route 5. Within 100 ft., turn left unto

Back Center Rd. Look for the NER sign next to the

Colonnade Inn. Drive 1.5 miles to the stop sign and
continue .1 of a mile to the intersection with College Rd.
Turn left unto College Rd (at the horse trough) and
drive 1.2 miles, past Lyndon Institute. At Vail and
College Roads you will see a sign pointing to Admis-
sions, Information and Theater. Continue in this direc-
tion and enter the large parking lot on your left.

The Local Area Map is on Page 12

Clinics

R

llclinics

WEATHERING FREIGHT (A Hands On Clinic]
b¥ Rudy Slovacek. Saturday, 11:00am

ou bring several frei%ht cars (e.g. box, hopper, flat, covered
hopper or gon), a small paint brush and a hobby knife and
Rudy will bring the weathering materials for this "hands on
clinic". He w11ls show you both solvent and water-based mate-
rials, as well as acrylics and chalks. Even veteran modelers will
learn some hamir tips. Rudy's energy and humor will help
you get down and dirty.

APPLYING DRY TRANSFERS (A Hands On Extra
Fare Clin-ic) by Jeff Sargent. Saturday. 8:00am
We will have 25 Accurail, steel dbl. door, oxide red, box
cars and Clover House 1944 era, New Haven dry transfer sets,at
$7 per car available for this clinic. Jeff will tell you all about dry
transfers (a waterless decal), why he prefers them and show
you how to apply them. You wn}ll golll'mme from this clinic,
with one or two of these unique cars, to run on yourlayout.

OPEN CAR LOADS by Peter Eaton Friday, 4:30
Peter's goal is to build a model of every prototype freight car

based on reporting marks.Phew! That's some goal. Conse-
uently he takes a slide of every new car he sees. You will see

slides of 80 proto flat, gon, and hopper loads taken on

eastern railroads. He will also display 12 models

in HO and G, and explain how to create aluminum bales,

wood chips, tractors,

farm equipment, pulp, logs, etc.

RAILROADS OF VERMONT 1830-2000, by Bob
Jones Saturdatz; 1:00pm

In addition to 19 railroad books Bob has authored, he is
retired from 33 years of teaching, as well as 30 years of workin
on the railroad. In his fourth career, he now publishes railroa
books by other authors. Based on this background and Bob's
7 volume series on the Central Vermont, his presentation will
review the history of railroads in Vermont from thebeginning .

SCENERY ON STYROFOAM by Ralph Gabler

Saturday. 1:00pm ,

Do we think scenery before we start building benchwork,
trackwork, wiring, etc.? Marking, cutting, gluing and shaping of
Styrofoam will be demonstrated. Adapting land forms to
permanent layouts, liftout sections
and modules will be explained. Some of the water soluble
ods will be used to vegetate the pink and blue

scenery

landscape.

THE BEST DCC SYSTEM FOR YOU, by Tony
Cont.p. 9 »
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Clinics.

Parisi Saturday, 11:00am

Tony is extremely familiar with, and sells all of the DCC sys-
tems on the market. His goal is to ensure that his customers
purchase the best DCC system for their needs. In this clinic, he
will provide comparisons of all the major systems on the
market, with emphasis on exploring the features oneach
system, so that you can decide which one is best for you.

BUILDING A MODEL RAILROAD HELIX by Jim
Heidt Saturday. 9:30am

To many, building a model railroad helix, to gain or loose
elevation, is as challenging as decoding the DNﬁahelix. Jim
helps take the mystery out of this scientific process, with this
rnufti-media clinic, showing the desi% and construction of the
helix on his HO scale Ogdensburg & Norwood Railway. Using
hil:ldouts, an overhead projector and slides, Jim will show you

secret.

MODELLING WATERFRONT STRUCTURES by
Paul Saulinas Fri. 7:00pm

Paul's excellent structures have appeared in several Finescale
Models advertisements. He is currently going through a water-
front modeling stage and will show you how to create water-
front models and scenery that accurately portray New England
waterfronts. You will see how he constructed the Colchester
Reef Lighthouse as well as a freelance one with operating light

and sound.

RAILFANNING IN NEW ENGLAND by Bob
Sheridan Saturdr:}r. 2:30pm
Bob started his railfan picture taking in 1968. In 1972 he

aduated to 35mm and now has a huge collection of slides. In
ais program you will see some of the many photos Bob has
taken over the years, including equipment and structures of
the Central Vermont, New Englan ntral, Canadian Pacific,
Dcéawarc & Hudson, Maine Central, St. Lawrence & Atlantic
and more.

MOVING THE IRON GORGE & WESTERN by Bob

Hamm Friday. 7:00pm

In addition to showing slides of the last run of the Iron
Gorge narrow gauge at it's former location, Bob will discuss the
tria[g, tribulations and lessons learned in moving sections of a
large layout from one basement to another, including w(ia}ginﬁ
out the back lawn, punching a hole in the basement an
transporting the layout. He will also discuss design criteria for
it's new home.

"Q" IS FOR OPERATION by Don Howd, Fri.7:00

Don began using card order o&ﬁr&ﬁons in the mid 1960's.
His current HO Dividing Creck is point-to-point, serving
five locations and interchanges with the Rutland and the
B&M. He is a member of an operating group that includes 6
railroads in N, HO and O. Don will try to dispel some of the
terror associated with prototypical operations and describe
how his group operates.

BUILDING RESIN ROLLING STOCK
Evans Friday. 8:30pm

by Mike

Mike is an expert modeler, who has built many resin kits.
These kits offer the modeler some unusual and highly detailed
rolling stock. Mike will cover a brief history of these kits, the

various manufacturers, the different kit styles (flat and one-

piece), necessary tools, assembly techniques and painting. He

Lvillb iiplay examples of both kits and some of the models he
as t.

RAILROAD STATIONS AND STRUCTURES OF
NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND
by Ben English Saturday, 9:30am

At our North Conway Convention, Ben gave this clinic cov-
ering 1961 to 1971. This is a continuation of that excellent

clinic covering 1971 to 1981. Most of these stations and struc-

tures that we model no longer exist. In addition to stations,

you will see bridges, roundhouses, turntables, section houses,

?—:ﬂd caahouses and pick up little details you can use on your
roa

RAILFAN ALTOONA by Tom Winans Sat. 8:am

With our Fall 2000 convention slated for Altoona, PA with
the Mid East and Mid Central Regions, this will be a great
opportunity to learn the best locations for railfanning and
picture taking around this railroad Mecca. You will see many
great railroad shots and Tom will explain exactly where to go
so you don't waste time trying to find your way around.

IT AIN'T PROTOTYPICAL by Tom Matthews
Saturday, 2:30pm

Tom, who is spearheading the effort to get the Garden State
Division back on track, has a slide Rresentau'on of prototypical
things that many a modeler would not believe. Included are
not only rail oriented shots, but structures with strange sec-
tions (don't tell the building inspector). Tom also shows you
slides of some models of these seemingly unprototypicalsights..

JUST WHAT THE HECK IS IN THOSE FREIGHT
CARS by Dwight Smith Friday, 8:30pm

What are all those closed cars carrying on your railroad. If
you are using a car card system for operation, listing the com-
modities that are bein]_g)‘i:qarﬁcd will add to the realism for you
and your odperators. ight will tell you what the prototype
cars carried from all over the country back in the 1950's -1960's
and tchxﬂlzin why they might be carrying something other than
you

EXPLORING YOUR INTEREST IN GARDEN RAIL-
ROADING, by Larry Cannon, MMR Fri. 4:30pm

Garden Railroading 1s a hobby that both men and women
can enjoy together and this clinic is aimed at both. A
whose large scale models have won contest awards, will

rovide an overview and introduction to this fast growin

Eobby with several of his models and a number of commerci
products. You will also see what can be accomplished through
a short video.

HOW TO BUILD CONTEST WINNING MODELS
‘l’v' Brian Whiton, MMR Friday, 10:00pm

Jant to know what the Model Contest judges look forin a
winning model?
Brian Whiton, a Master Model Railroader and previous NER

Model Contest
Chairman, will lead this lively discussion of modeling versus

‘::riteria, and the mechanics of the Model Contest. After

learning what the

Lud es look for, the group will also judge several models made
y Brian

PAINTING AND DECALING TIPS by Bill
Mischler Saturday, 9:30am . : .

Ever ruin a good model with a bad finish? Bill, a winner of
many model contests and multi-time winner of the Baldwin
Trophy, has developed a number of techniques and tricks to
help you produce a superior finish on your models. He will
show you how he uses a number of gadgets and gizmos,-
including his decaling box, to make your model building easier
and more enjoyable.

BUILDING MULTILEVEL BENCHWORK by Jim
Hediger Saturday, 11:00am

Jim Hediger is the Senior Editor of Model Railroader maga-
zine and builder of the well known multi-deck Ohio Southern
RR. You will see Jim's layout as he discusses the benefits of
multi-decks, deck heights, construction of three types of
benchwork, staging yards and operation of his railroad. Jim

ill discuss operations in a given space.

SETTING UP OPERATIONS ON THE NWVRR, by
Paul Allard Friday, 10:00pm

Cont. p. 10 »
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“Rails in the Northeast Kingdom”
NER Spring 2000 Convention

Lyndonville, VT — June 9 - 11, 2000

Registration Form

Name 1 First Conv: Y N

Address
City, State, Zip
NMRA #

NER #

Name 2 First Conv: Y N

Address
City, State, Zip
NMRA #

NER #

Photocopy the Reservation
forms you need and save
your Coupler

Name 3 FirstConv: Y N

Address
City, State, Zip
NMRA #

NER #
Name 4 First Conv: Y N
Address
City, State, Zip
NMRA #

NER #

Please fill out the following registration form as follows: Primary (Rail) registrant as Name 1, spouse (if applicable) as

Name 2. Place ‘X’ in box for each item chosen.

O r'm a Vegetarian /other.
Make check to NER Conventions for total, & mail or fax to:

Item Cost | Name 1 N_aﬂe 2 | Name 3 | Name4 | Total §
Member Registration (if NMRA & NER Member) $18
Member Registration (if NMRA member only) $25
Member Registration (if NER member only) $34
Guest Registration (includes NMRA & NER membership) $41
Spouse Registration (with primary registrant only) $12 B
Non-Rail Trip (Museum, Athenacum, Maple Museum, etc.) $20
Friday Dinner $9
Saturday Breakfast $3
Sunday Breakfast $3
Banquet *Special dietary needs? Check below $17
Operations Call Board (Limit 18) N/C
Dry Transfer Clinic (Limit 25) $6

See note on back of form Total

John C. CamEbcll. Jr., 63 Alexander Dr, East Hartford, CT
06118. Tel & Fax: 860-568-5075. Email: john ner@yahoo.com

p.9% Clinics, cont.

Paul will describe E&sl and present operations on the
Northwestern Vermont Railway. This club railroad occupies
nearly 1000 square feet with over 150 feet of mainline, a
branchline, two interchanges and a large staging yard. -
ations evolved from "Run What You Brung" to dispatcher
controlled train movement. Old Line Graphics car cards are
now being implemented.

TRY YOUR HAND AT SOLDERING (A Hands On
Clinic) by George Barrett Fridafy, B:igepm

George Barrett is the creator of all those fine model kits from
Sheepscot Models. Some of his kits include beautifully etched
brass subassemblies that can be purchased separately. George
will lead a demonstration on fine soldering methods and then
under his guidence, will allow you to try your hand at fine sol-
dering. You will go home with yet another advanced skill.

HARBORS, BAYS AND COVES by Justin Maguire

Saturday, 8:00am

Are you looking to add a waterfront on your layout or
module? Using 35mm slides, a live painting demonstration and
a series of ﬁnighed samples, Justin will guide you through the
steps rquired to capture the "less-than-clear” waters found in
harbors, bays and coves.

A FINE ARTS APPROACH TO MODEL RAIL-
ROADING, by Michael Tylick, Friday, 10 p

Michael has been a model railroad author for over fifteen

ears. Using his background in art and slides of his various
Lyouts, he will discuss ways ofthinking not often seen written
in the hobby press or often used by model railroaders to im-

rove scenery and layout design. Whiletechnique is secon-
szr‘,. Michael will will emphasize materials not usually found at
the hobby shop.

EUROPEAN NARROW GAUGE LINES by Hal
Carstens Sunday, 8:30am

Hal, the Publisher of Railroad Model Craftsman, has a new
clinic which tours a diverse group of European narrow gauge
lines. Among them are several W‘E]sh lines and two north Ger-
man systems, one reminiscent of the Rio Grande Southern and

the other ran on spindly trestlework to an island in the North
Sea. Also included are two lines and the trolleys on the Isle of
Man.

GET EVEN WITH YOUR SPOUSE - BUILD A
DOLLHOUSE, by Bonnie Smith Fri. 7:00pm
Bonnie got into the doll house hobby in 1978. She and her
husband, Merritt own and operate Sarah's Small World, a doll
house and model railroad hobby shop in Newport, VT. Bon-
nie will introduce you to doﬁ houses and how they are
assembled. You will learn what is available in kits, furnishings,
detail and scratch building supplies and more.

Cont. p. 12 »
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NER Spring 2000 Convention
Hotel Reservation Form
Colonnade Inn
Route 5 at [-91, Exit 23, Lyndonville, VT 05851
(802) 626-9316

Rates: $50 Single $60 Double

Arrival Date: Departure Date: Number of Beds nieeded per room:
Number of Rooms: Number of People:
Name:
Address:
City: St: Zip:
Telephone: () Check enclosed:
Credit Card: AMEX MASTERCARD VISA circle one
Card Number:

Expiration Date:

Please complete and mail to the address above on or before May 15, 2000.

Photocopy the Reservation forms you need and save your Coupler

NER Spring 2000 Convention
Guest Registration Form
Lyndon State College

Name:

Address: ;

City: State: Zip Code:
Telephone (Home): Telephone (Bus/Fax):

Desired Roommate:
*If desired roommate is NOT registered by deadline, the college reserves the right to assign a roommate to you.

Special Housing Needs:
*Please indicate NEED and REASON since 1% floor accommodations and singles are first come/first serve and

are very limited.

NOTE: Dormitory Room Check-in will be 3:00 — 9:00 PM Friday June 9, 2000!

LODGING
Friday, June 9 $15/person x ___ persons Total:
Saturday, June 10 $15/person x ____ persons Total:
Linen Service (Mandatory) $6/personx _____ persons Total:

Lodging Total: $

If reservation is for more than one person, please list other names:

Please make checks or money orders payable to Lyndon State College.

Credit Card customers, please circle card which will be used:
VISA MASTERCARD DISCOVER

Expiration Date:

RESERVATION DEADLINE MAY 19" !!!!

Card #

You have your choice of two places to State College, which is the center of all
stay while attending the Lyndonville activities. Above are reservation forms
Convention (unless you have relatives for both accommodations. Note the
or friends in the area): the Colonnade deadlines for each. In addition, the
Inn and the Dormitories at Lyndon College is a good tight budget choice.
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PO BOX 7150
NEWBURGH NY 12550
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Use this map

with the written
directions, page 8,
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\
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p. 109 CLINICS & SIDEBARS

A QUILTERS TRUNK SHOW by Mary Seeman and Stacy
Royer, Fridasy,s:SOpm

Mary and Stacy are members of North Country Quilters and
will open their trunk to show you quilts in all stages of con-
struction from those just being started to fully mmpﬁste quilts.
They will show you how to make your own quilts, including
batting, fabrics, stitches, patterns and books from which to
learn this interesting hobby.

NON-RAIL TRIP
This will be a short bus trip to four major attractions in St.
Johnsbury and a stop for lunch. The first stop will be at the
Fairbanks Museum. 100+ year old Romanesque style, red
sandstone museum, complete with towers, arches and carvings,
houses many natural, as well as man-made artifacts. Franklin

Fairbanks, whose uncle invented the platform scale, built the

museum in 1889 to house his collection of artifacts from all
over the world. Then it's on to the St. Jonhsbury Athenacum,
an art gallery and library, and gift to the city from Horace Fair-
banks. Because of it's remarkable architecture and first-class
collection of American paintings, the Athenaeum is one of
only fifteen libraries in the nation to be declared a National

Historic Site.

After a Dutch treat lunch at the Lincoln Inn Restaurant, you
will be driven to Maple Grove Farms of Vermont. Since 1915,
this business has been making products based on maple syrup.
It is now the largest packer of pure maple syrup in the USPA
and the largest manufacturer of maple candies in the world.In
the Sugerhouse Museum, you will learn about the whole
sugering exﬁeﬁenoe. Your final stop will be the Farmers
Daughter, a huge gift barn, country store and museum which
carries a wide range of Vermont specialty foods.

NER Coupler, # 200 p. 12



